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PREFACE. 


-- 00 - 

■ Mr. Robinson has left behind him a large 
family, and many relations and friends in Eng¬ 
land, America aivd India, who it was believed 
would be glad to have some connected account 
of his labours, which extended over a period of 
nearly half a century ; and for this reason Pun- 
dertook to write his memoirs. 

The delay that has occurred I deeply regret; 
^he more so, as many of those who esteemed him 
highly and gave me every encouragement to 
commence this work, have since passed away 
from earthly concerns and interests. This de- 
lay has arisen from various causes. The diffi¬ 
culty of procuring materials was one of the 
chief. This I had previously anticipated, and 
in order to meet it to some extent, had solicited 
my Father some years before his decease, to leave 
in writing some account of his early life. His 
journals were afterwards sent down to me, but 
they were very scanty, often containing but a 
passing notice, and in many cases no notice at all 
of some of the most remarkable events of his life. 
In the hope -of obtaining some fuller account 
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I was obliged to consult the Periodical publica-. 
tions of the Baptist Mission as far as they were! 
procurable. These were a material help to me 1 
■*in writing the history up to the year 1816 ; but 
beyond that I received from them but little assis¬ 
tance. To the Rev. C. B. Lewis, I am mucli 
indebted for his kindness in applying to the late 
Rev. Gottleb Bruckner for information upon 
some matters connected with the Java mission, 
and then placing the replies received from him 
at^my disposal. But after all, the memoirs are 
not complete. 


Another obstacle to the earlier completion 
of the work was the little leisure I was able 
to command from other necessary duties, so"* 
that the whole book has been written, tvhen 
strength and an attack of chronic ophthalmia 
}>ermitted, after the labours of the day. 




Some further delay was occasioned by the 
want of means to print the work. This difti- 
culty was in July, 1856, kindly met by Dj. 
Lazarus of Benares, who from personal friend¬ 
ship to the deceased, offered to print it in his 
own press. The distance necessarily occasioned 
greater delay than w'ould have been had I been 
able to carry the work through a press nearer 
nt hand. When at length it was nearly brought 
to a conclusion, the outbreak of the mutiny 
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■ threw it back for nearly a year. The types 
were locked up, and the presses buried under 
<rrouncl, until the prospect of greater security 
enabled the printer lo re-open his establish-' 
incnl. 

In th ese memoirs I hav'o endeavoured al¬ 
most exclusively to confine myself to a simple 
narrative of Mr. Robinson’s life, without ad¬ 
vancing my own opinioirs, on any point. The 
rritie mav find much in it to condemn. The 
candid reader will I trust discover much that 
'’•tcresting and instntctivc. 
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OHAPTBB I. 


EABLT LIFE. 

[1784—1802.] 


Mr. WiUiam Robinson was bom at Ohiey hi 
Buckinghamshire on the 18tb of January, 1784; 
a year rendered remarkable in the History of 
the Church of Christ, as being that in whidi the 
Monthly Prayer>meeting, for the succgps of Mis> 
sionary laboum among the heathen, was first in¬ 
stituted by the Rev. John SutcliiF, Pastor of the 
Baptist Church at Olney. 

Mr. Robinson’s parents were poor, but piohs 
people. His father John Robinson, his graird- 
father Samuel Robinscm, and Ms great grand¬ 
father James Robinwni were legiiiar atteidlt^'^ 
at the Baptist Meeting Heuag i& tfiet Aiinl 
they are Ml buried in cswe gsti^e In 
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connected with the Baptist congregation there. 
His mother, Sarah Barnard, was bom at Kings- 
thorpe Mill in Northamptonshire. While she 
was very young, her parents moved to Dodding- 
ton Mills, where her mother died. Her father 
then removed with his family of eight children, 
to Olney, where he died, leaving the four 
younger, among whom was Sarah, to the care of 
a pious woman, who was a regular attendant at 
the Baptist Chapel. To this circumstance she 
often referred with feelings of devout gratitude 
to God; for she was thus brought under the 
sound of the Gospel; a privilege which she had 
never enjoyed before. Here she formed an ac¬ 
quaintance with Mr. John Robinson, to whom 
she was married on the 4th of March, 1783. 
They lived happily together for fifty-three years, 
and before their removal, were permitted to see 
some of their family of nine children holding 
important offices in the Church, and all of them 
honourable and consistent Christians. 

* 

A brief account of their last illness and death 
will doubtless be interesting to their relatives. 
On Lord’s day morning June 13, 1836, Mr. Ro¬ 
binson was as usual in his place at the meeting¬ 
house ; but afterwards complained of feeling 
poorly. In the afternoon, while going to visit a 
sick friend at Ravenstone, he had passed through 
Weston, when he was overcome with drowsiness. 



REV. W. ROBINSON. 


3 




and lay down on the field to sleep. He soon 
became insensible, and three hours after was 
found there by an acquaintance, who conveyed 
him home. It was an attack of apoplexy, from 
the effects of which he suffered nearly a month, 
enjoying some lucid intervals. For the first few 
days, he conversed several times very pleasantly 
with his wife and children. After this however 
it pleased God to allow him to be tried with 
doubts and much darkness. The high estimation 
in which he was held by Christians both of his 
own and of other denominations in the towns 
and villages around, induced them to set apart 
an hour on the 20th of J une to hold a special 
prayer meeting on his behalf, after which he en¬ 
joyed more composure of mind. On being ask¬ 
ed if he had any request to make respecting 
his children, he said, “ No; I hope that the 
work is begun in all their hearts ; William and 
Leah, I cannot see, but I have nothing 
particular to say to them ; my illness is of such 
a nature, I cannot collect my thoughts. I am 
going, but I hope you will all come after me 
one by one, till at last we shall arrive safe at 
rest. O, when William comes, what a long 
tale he will have to tell me of how the Lord has 
led him along, through many a hardship and 
many troubles, but how all have worked toge¬ 
ther for good. Oh, I wish he may not be dis- 
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appointed, and not only may he have the happi¬ 
ness of seeing all his children with him, but 
may he see his grand-children and great grand¬ 
children with him, and so on from one genera¬ 
tion to another till time shall be no more.” 

As he drew near his end, the thought of ap- 

'in 

pearing before a righteous God;—to give an ac¬ 
count both of his actions, and of his motives 
affected him greatly. But as he entered the 
dark valley of death, he was quite composed, 
though he never rose to triumphant joys. On 
the 2nd July, 1836, his happy spirit took its 
flight to be for ever with the Lord. His fune¬ 
ral sermon was preached by Mr, Morris, from 
Isaiali xliv. 23. Sing, O heavens, &c. He 
had frequently expressed a wish that these 
words should be preached from as expressive of 
the joy which the believer feels, when he enters 
heaven, and finds that the Lord has saved him. 
The following lines supposed to be written by 

himself, are engraved on his tombstone. 

» * 

When from this clay cold bed we must arise, 

The solemn resurrection mom to sec. 

Lord may we then with rapturous surprise. 

In immortality awake with thee. 

One of his daughters, writing of his last days, 
says, “ His zeal and piety, like the sun when it 
gets near setting, shone out to the admiration of 
many ; and at last set without a cloud. He has 
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left a bright shining light behind, which will 
not soon wear away and may we not hope that 
his children and grand-children, like stars after 
the sun has set, will shine forth in the church 
of God to the praise of their great Creator. His 
public prayers, that they might live to see the 
future glory of the church of Christ, were 
often noticed.” 

His wife followed him, eight years after, at 
the age of 81. On her death-bed, addressing 
her son-in-law, Mr. Wheeler, who was on the 
eve of removing to America, she said, “ I hope 
the Lord hath sent you, therefore 1 dare not 
say, nay; and I know if you are useful to the 
souls of men, you will never repent. My dear 
William never repented of a Missionary life, 
with all his troubles and trials, and you may go 
now; I can part with you without a tear. But 
I shall not see you go; you must first bury 
me.” After a fortnight of much suffering, she 
entered into the joy of her Lord on the 27th of 
March, 1SM*. 

The subject of these memoirs appears in early 
youth to have manifested no bright parts; and 
there was always a natural inclination to gloom 
and despondency. Such was his dulness, when 
a lad, that his Father despairing of being able 
to teach him his own trade, that of lace pattern 
making, apprenticed him to a shoe maker. Yet 



6 


MEMOIRS OF THE 


it must be remembered that he had no oppor¬ 
tunities of receiving any but the most elemen¬ 
tary education ; and there was nothing in his 
early associations to cajl forth his mental ener¬ 
gies. This was to him often a matter of deep 
regret. 

It was however no small privilege, that he 
wanted not faithful friends who often sought to 
impress upon his mind the importance of ear¬ 
ly religion ; and he thus became the subject 
of many serious impressions, even in childhood. 
The faithful addresses of the Revd. John Sut- 
cliff, whose ministry he regularly attended, 
strengthened those impressions. Deeply sensi¬ 
ble of his sinfulness, and dreading “ the wrath 
to come,” he endeavoured by personal efforts 
to secure the favour of God, he made many 
serious resolutions, he prayed, he associated 
with godly men ; but these were not in them¬ 
selves sufficient to secure a standing in the 
kingdom of heaven. Again, a corrupt nature 
struggled for the ascendancy, and he found him- 
sself yielding to its suggestions, and endeavour¬ 
ing to suppress religious impressions, by shun¬ 
ning the company of the godly, and again 
resorting to worldly associates and worldly 
pleasures. Thus the loud warnings of con¬ 
science on the one hand, and the deceitful 
insinuations of a carnal nature on the other. 
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kept up within him a strife; until sincere and 
simple depeiMance on a crucified and risen Re¬ 
deemer, brought with it a well grounded hope 
of forgivness, and a peace which passeth all 
understanding. 

His journal supplies the following account 
of his early experience : 

“ As my parents constantly attended on the 
ministry of the Revd. John SutclifT, from my 
childhood, they accustomed me to do the same. 
I had convictions w'hen I w.as quite a child, and 
sometimes have wont to be so much afraid of 
falling into hell before morning, that I dared 
not to close my eyes in sleep, without first 
making an attempt to pray. But though thus 
afraid of hell at night, in the day time, I pur¬ 
sued my sinful courses; yet I suppose my 
wickedness was not knowm to any but myself 
and my wicked companions. As I grew up, 
my impressions in a great measure wore off, 
and I became very much hardened in sin; yet 
eten at that time, though I cannot tell why, I 
loved to hear the people of God talk about 
religion. When I was about twelve years of 
age, I was in a situation where I heard much 
religious conversation, which was the means of 
renewing jpny impressions; but they soon left 
me again, and after this I became a greater 
sinner than ever I was before. About this 
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time I was placed in a new situation, where I 
was more exposed to vain compail^r, and then 
forgetting all thoughts of religion, I gave my¬ 
self up entirely to the vanities of this world. 
But God, who is rich in mercy, and will fulfil 
all his kind design, caused me to see that I was 
a sinner, and that the thoughts of my heart 
were also sinful. Having some faint view of 
what might justly be the consequences of the 
sins which I had committed, I made a resolu¬ 
tion that I would do nothing of which I should 
be ashamed in the day of judgement. This 
resolution was soon broken. I now began to 
think about praying; but the first time I at¬ 
tempted it, I believe I could not speak a word. 
One night before going to hear a sermon, I 
again made an attempt to pray; this time I 
could utter a few words, and prayed that God 
would bless to my soul, the sermon I was going 
to hear. Whether this sermon was of any real 
benefit to me, I cannot tell, but while hearinir 

' O 

it, I had feelings which I had never before ex¬ 
perienced. After this time, for the space of two 
years, I was under convictions of sin; but 
these convictions were not always of equal force, 
sometimes being very weak and at other times 
very strong. When these impressions were 
strong upon me, I have thought that I was a 
child of God, though it was my ignorance that 
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led me to make this conclusion. At such sea¬ 
sons, I used to converse with the people of 
God on religious subjects, and such conversa¬ 
tions were pleasant to me ; but when my con¬ 
cern about religion grew more relaxed, I used 
to strive as much as in me lay, to avoid the 
companythe godly: and I have sometimes 
taken to my heels, and run when there appear¬ 
ed no other way to escape falling into conver¬ 
sation with a Christian friend whose desire it 
was to benefit my soul. The reason why I 
acted thus, was because I wished at such times 
to forget all religion and to sin without control; 
whereas Christian conversation excited many 
severe checks of conscience, which prevented 
me from sinning at ease. After a time Divine 
impressions begun to be more abiding; and 
by degrees I lost that relish for carnal company 
which I had formerly felt. I now endeavoured 
to cultivate an acquaintance with the Lord’s 
people, and to take a great delight in their 
society. But Satan did not fail to annoy me 
with his temptations, by telling me that if I 
went into the company of Christians, I 
could say nothing to them about the aflairs of 
my soul, and also that I should go back again 
into the world as I had before done. But 
notwithstanding all the suggestions of Satan I 
was enabled to persevere in my adherence to 
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my Christian friends, and found their conver¬ 
sation both exceedingly pleasant and profitable 
to me. I seemed now in a new world, and every 
thing aroimd me appeared to wear a new' aspect. 
This change took place at the close of the 
summer of 1801 ; yet the close of this sum¬ 
mer was more delightful to me, th^|| ever I 
knew a spring to be in all the former part of 
my life. Sometimes the fear that I should go 
back to my old sins again would arise in my 
mind, but the Lord enabled me so to look to 
him for strength, that I could almost smile at 
my fears, and think myself safe in ^e arms of 
my dear Redeemer. I was now in a sense dead 
to the world, and my Christian friends were the 
excellent of the earth in whom was all my de¬ 
light. Now if I could get an opportunity to 
converse about the pleasures of religion and the 
joys of heaven I was happy indeed. But after 
this I felt the corruptions of my wicked heart 
rising again and striving to break out into giy 
life. But though my corruptions were strong 
and the struggles I had with them were some¬ 
times very hard, yet by the grace of God, they 
did not prevail. Perhaps we have more reason 
to thank God for some of our painful feelings, 
than we have for what we sometimes call spiri¬ 
tual joys ; the former have a humbling tenden¬ 
cy, while the latter not unfrequently create 
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pride, if not attended with due watchfulness and 
prayer. * 

On the 11th of February, 1802, Mr. Robin¬ 
son and Miss Elizabeth Walker,—whom he 
afterwards married—were proposed for com¬ 
munion with the Baptist Church at OIney; and 
being accejited, they with others, were on the 
14th-of March, baptized in the Ouse, by the 
Rev. Mr. Suicliff, after a sermon preached by 
Mr. Chamberlain, who was then on the eve of 
coming to India as a Missionary. 

Mr. Robinson ever afterwards considered his 
union with that Church as one of his greatest 
privileges ; and of his brethren there, he always 
spoke and wrote with feelings of the highest 
esteem and affection. Writing, many years after 
to one of his brothers, he saj's, “ It is a great 
advantage to have such friends as those at OI¬ 
ney. 1 often think my OIney friends were the 
best I ever met with, and the time that I spent 
among them, the happiest period of my life. I 
often wish I coul^ have the society of a few 
such friends as those at OIney. But here, 
(Welt’vreden) I am almost alone, and have none 
to speak to on the subject of religion except a 
very few to whom I hope I have been made 


* A father account of Mr. Robinson’s early experience 
may be found in his “ Invisible world” p. 313. 

t 
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useful; and they are but babes compared with 
tliose w^ho have sat for years under the ministry 
of Mr, Sutcliff.” 


CHAPTER II. 


MR. ROBINSON DEVOTES HIMSELF TO THE 
MINISTRY,—AND LEAVES ENGLAND. 

[ 1803 — 1806 .] 


Faith in the Lord Jesus, w^hen allowed to 
have its legitimate influence upon . the mind, 
leads not only* to a correct and godly life, but 
also to diligence in business united w'ith fervour 
of spirit. Where the mind has been dull ajid 
inactive, and daily pursuits have not afforded a 
stimulus sufficient to call forth its dormant 
powers, the “glorious Gospel” has frequently 
offered a new impulse, stronger, and more de¬ 
lightsome than any earthly pursuit. Its rich 
displays of Divine love, and the “exceeding 
great and precious promises” it reveals, as they 
soothe the ■ mind, afld remove doubts and des- 
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pendencies, elevate the thoughts End introduce 
them into a new and inviting field, where they 
may find full scope, and expatiate without 
weariness. Thia( is true in the experience of 
not a few whom Providence has raised up from 
stations, in which advantages w‘me almost un<-^ 
known, to occupy useful and important posts 
in the church. 

Thus it was with the subject of these me¬ 
moirs. From the time that he experienced re¬ 
ligious impressions, he found a new field open 
before him, and upon it he entered with a de¬ 
light to which he had hitherto been a stranger. 
Thoughtfulness, decision, perseverance and an 
earnest desire to improve became the leading 
features of his character. He read much, and 
thought much ; and it was no little help to him 
that he enj(^ed the ministrations of Mr. Sut- 
clifT, and was connected with the Church at 
Olney. 

‘Mr. Sutcliif’s sermons were plain and sim¬ 
ple ; but full of solid matter, and evidently the 
productions of deep and prayerful study. He 
spoke slowly; and succeeded in his aim to make 
the great truths and doctrines of the gospel in¬ 
telligible to the most ignorant of his hearers; 
and they grew proportionately in spiritual wis¬ 
dom, and divine knowledge. "If you knew,” 
writes one who attended Mr. SutclifTs ministry 

B 
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from early childhood,—“ If you knew the 
church at Oluey of which your F ather was a 
member as well as I do, you would think your 
Father honoured in having such men for his 
friends. Though I have been in different parts 
of the country, 'and have had an opportunity of 
becoming more or less acquainted with many 
different churches, I have not found any 
w'hose members were on the whole, more Intel- 

» f ^ i 

ligent, or among whom is to be found, accord¬ 
ing to its numbers—for it is not very large— 
a greater measure of consistent piety. Of 
course I speak comparatively—but there hat, 
generally been found there a considerable pro- 
portion of the “ Excellent of the Earth.” and 
the friendship of such men is a credit to those 
who epjoy it.” 

But Mr. Sutcliff’s large and generous heart 

embraced within its affections much more than 

the interests of his little flock. With the trials 

of Brainerd, and the self-denying labours of the 

Danes, the Dutch and the Americans and others 

to spread the knowledge of the gospel in hea- 

► 

then lands, he made himself intimately acquaint¬ 
ed, and he caught their spirit; and that zeal 
for the Redeemer’s glory and the salvation of 
souls which fired their minds, animated his like¬ 
wise. As has been already noticed, the monthly 
]>rayer meeting for the spread of the gospel ori- 
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ginated with him. Eight years after this, he 
took a leading part in the meeting that was 
held at Kettering fOr the establishment of the 
Baptist Missionary Society; and those who de¬ 
sired to devote themselves to Missionary labour 
in connection with that Society were put under 
his tuition for a short time, preparatory to en¬ 
tering the Bristol Academy. From being so 
closely connected with him, and with the 
church on whose attention the claims of the 
Mission and the state of the heathen world 
were frequently urged, Mr. Robinson conceived 
an ardent desire to spend his days in the ser¬ 
vice of the Gospel. 

Deeply sensible of the importance of the 
work, and convinced in his own judgment of 
the motives which ought to influence one in 
such an undertaking, he was led to serious 
heart-searching self examination. In this exer¬ 
cise, he detected the secret * workings of pride 
which deeply humbled him; yet he says 
though there was something of this proud 
spirit in me, I hope I felt .some desire after the 
honour of God in the salvation of sinners, which 
prompted me to engage in this w’ork. I still 
felt a strong desire to become a Missionary, and 
■ have enjoyed some sweet moments in contem- 

I 

plating the universal spread of the Gospel. 
When No. IX. of the Periodical accounts ap-. 
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peaxed, which contained an .account of the life 

-of Brother Brun^don, 1 was much encouraged 

« 

hy hnding his experience and feelings of mind 
■respecting this grea-t work agreed very much 
with mine. Sometimes a worldly spirit would 
rise in my mind, and then a Missionary spirit 
decreased; for I always found that in propor¬ 
tion as the one prevailed, the other became 
weak/* 

At the beginning of 1803, Mr. Robinson 
wrote to Mr, Sutcliff, informing him of his de¬ 
sire to join the Mission. Mr. S. shortly after, 
conversed with him upon the subject, pointed 
out to him the various difficulties and trials 
which attended a missionary life, and advised 
him to read the life of David Brainerd. For one 
in his circumstances to purchase such a book in 
those days was not an easy matter. He often 
used to say, that in order to procure it he work¬ 
ed hard at his trade of shoe-making, and with 
the profits of a week’s labour, he purchased U, 
and it is still preserved in his family. Having 
read it, and seriously weighed the difficulties, 
to which such a life would expose him, he still 
felt the same desire to undertake the arduous 
work. " I was exercised,” he writes, “ with a 
variety of feelings; at some times Satan endea¬ 
voured to make me fall into a worldly spirit, 
and to my shame, he gained too great an advan- 
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tage over me. At other times however my 
opportunities of private prayer were exceed¬ 
ingly sweet, and 1 could make a full dedi¬ 
cation of myself to the service of God. My 
own unfitness often discouraged me, hut I was 
consoled by that promise, ‘ As thy day is, so 
shall thy strength he.’” A promise which 
upheld him while passing through numerous 
difficulties in after-life ; and administered not a 

r 

little to his consolation when heart and strength 
failed, and he entered the valley of the shadow 
of death. 

Towards the close of 1803, he made his first 
attempt to speak before a few select friends, 
from Romans viii. 1. “ There is therefore now 

no condemnation,” &c. This discourse, which 
' exhibited very clefix and correct views of the 
Gospel, gave great satisfaction and led to a 
recommendation to the church to encourage 
him to persevere in his object of devoting him¬ 
self to the Ministry. Accordingly on their in¬ 
vitation he preached before them on the 25th 
Feby. 1801; and on the 22nd March obtained 
their sanction to preach in the neighbouring vil¬ 
lages. From that time says his only survi\'ing 
brother, “he was frequently engaged in the 
work of Village preaching, and was the means 
of introEucing the gospel into one village 
(Astwood,) about five miles from his native place. 
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He went thither, one Sabbath, accompained by 
an intimate friend, and preached in the open 
air. Soon after a house was opened for him to 

preach in, and the gospel has been preached 

♦ 

there ever since; and many years ago, a chapel 
was erected there in which I have myself 
preached several times. He thus began his 
Missionary career at home, before he went into 
foreign lands, and to a strange people.” 

In June, 1804, Mr. Robinson was received 
by the Baptist Missionary Society as a proba¬ 
tioner, and placed under Mr. Sutcliff for in¬ 
struction. With reference to the time spent 
under his hospitable roof, Mr. liobinson 
writes:—“ I found in my dear pastor, a wise 
and judicious tutor, and a faithful and affec¬ 
tionate friend: and I have reason to believe* 
that the counsels and instructions he gave me 
were not altogether in vain. While I continued 
in this situation, as it pleased the Lord to 
favour me with uninterrupted health, I never 
spent one Sabbath, without trying to preach 
once: and towards the latter part of the time I 
was with Mr. Sutcliff, as I was sometimes sent out 
to supply destitute Churches, the Lord enabled 
me to speak for him twice or three times on a 
Sabbath-day. I have found much pleasure in 
preaching the Gospel, and I hope the Lord has 
blessed my feeble attempts for the profit of his 
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people, and for the encouragement of enquirers; 
but I lament, I cannot say that I ever was made 
useful to the conversion of one sinner. 

t 

“ After I had been thirteen months with Mr. 
Sutcliff, the Society thought that it would be 
proper for me to go to Bristol, for further in¬ 
struction ; and accordingly at the end of July, 
1805, I was placed under the tuition of Dr. 
Ryland, My stay •at Bristol was very short, but 
I hope my going thither was the means of doing 

me some good. Whilst I was there, I just 

* 

peeped into the fields of science; but the short¬ 
ness of my stay would not permit of my enter¬ 
ing them. Yet, though 1 gained but little 
knowledge, I hope I was made in some degree 
sensible of my own ignorance.” 

During his stay at the Academy, he conti¬ 
nued to engage, as often as opportunities offer¬ 
ed, in preaching the gospel out of doors. In a 

f 

letter addressed to his mother, he says. “ I have 
but few opportunities to preach, as there are so 
many of us to be employed; but when I have 
an opportunity it is sometimes the sweeter. If 
we will all preach, we must some of us preach 
out of doors. This I have done a few times, 
once, I suppose about two hundred persons 
were present, but in general we do not have 
more than sixty. We begin by singing; then 
the people collect together; we preach imrae- 
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diately, and conclude with prayer. The people 
behave very well.” 

That which seemS to have been a great trial 
now, was the reluctance of his parents to part 
with their eldest son. His own mind however 
was made up; and in a letter to them from 
Bristol, he says, “ I feel no inclination to re¬ 
linquish my present designs, for I feel that I 
shall be more happy in a Missionary life, than 
in any other situation whatever; and I hope 
that you will be content for me to be fixed in 
that situation which will make me more happy, 
and which, under a Divine blessing will pre- 
mote the spiritual welfare of others.” In ano¬ 
ther, written in 1806, he says, “ 1 hope you 
will be quite reconciled to my going. It will 
be hard for you to lose a son; but how much 
harder it will be for men to lose their souls. 
Contrast these two ideas, and it will soon be 
seen which ought to preponderate. I hope I 
feel all that sense of duty to my parents which 
I ought to feel. But Christ has said, “ Go into 
all the world and preach the Gospel to every 
creature,” and though I wish to obey you, yet 
he must have the pre-eminence. In a word, I 
am far from being unhappy now, but if you will 
give me your consent, I shall be much more 
happy; for to have your consent, is all I want, 
and then 1 can go joyfully, knowing that I am 
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going where I have long wished to be.’* 

In February, 1806, the Society received 
intelligence, that Captain . Wickes, the . pious 
commander of the Benjamin Franklin was 
about to leave Rotterdam in a few days, on his 
way to India, and had been authorised by the 
owner of the vessel, Robt. Ralston, Esqr., of 
Philadelphia, to take out two Missionaries of 
the Baptist Missionary Society, free of expence 
as to passage or freightage; and it was resolved 
that Mr. John Chater, and Mr. Robinson 
should embrace this opportunity. 

The following notice of their designation to 
the sacred office, we copy from the Periodical 
accounts 

“ On Saturday, March 8th, Captain Wickes 
arrived in the Thames. On Wednesday the 12th 
a public meeting was held at Mr. Hinton’s place 
of worship at Oxford, for the solemn designa¬ 
tion of our young friends to the worki Mr. 
Page of. Bristol preached on Tuesday evening 
fi*om Ps. cxix. 97. Next morning after a pray¬ 
er meeting, public worship began a little before 

_ W 

11. The service was opened by Mr. Coles of 
Bourton, who read the 67th Psalm and prayed. 
Mr. SutcliiF delivered the introductory dis¬ 
course, and received a short account from esch 
of the candidates, of his motives for engaging in 
this work, and the leading principles which he 
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intended to inculcate. He then descended from 
the pulpit, and by prayer and imposition of 
hands, in which the • other brethren joined, so¬ 
lemnly set them apaft fb the work, and coih- 
mitted thbm to God. Dr. Ryland then address¬ 
ed them from Acts xxvi. 17. 18 v., Mr. Ful- 

I ^ 

/ 

let followed with a discourse from 2 Chroh. xx. 
^0. Mr. Morris concluded with prayer. In the 
evening, Mr. Sutcliif delivered a discourse from 
1. Chron. xxiv. 5 latter part. The opportu¬ 
nity upon the whole was interesting and impres¬ 
sive. Our venerable friend Capt. Wickes, with 
many ministers and others in the neighbourhood 
were present.” 

i 

Immediately after this, Mr. Robinson went 
down to Olney, where on the 1.5th March, he 
married Miss Elizabeth Walker, and on the 
26th finally bade adieu, to his parents and rela¬ 
tives, none of whom he ever again saw in the 
flesh. “ Taking the last farewell,” he mites, 

I 

“ of my parents and brothers and sisters was 
a thing which I dreaded from the first of 
my beginning to think about becoming a Mis¬ 
sionary ; but the Lord carried me through it in 
a manner which I never expected. My father, 
'who always before seemed unwilling to part 
tvith me, now acquiesced in my going, and my 
mother, though through affection reluctant to 
p^t with me, yet consented from a sense of 
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duty, since I was going to serve the cause of 
Christ. Thus the Lord in infinite goodness, 
made that perfectly , easy, 'which I thought 
would be one of the greatest trials, I could ever 

endure.” 

% 

I 

« i 

As the vessel did not sail immediately, the 
Missionaries had a few day^ to spend with the 
friends of God in London, from whom they re¬ 
ceived much kindness, and who held many 
meetings for prayer on their account. On Sa¬ 
turday, the 12th April, they went on board 
attended by a few dear and intimate friends, 
who dined and spent a little time in prayer 
with them, and then departed. On Thursday 


the 17 th April, they reached Gravesend, where 
they went on shore to present themselves at the 
Alien office; and having passed the usual ex¬ 


amination they returned to the vessel. “ This,” 
says Mr. Robinson, “ was the last day, we set 


foot on English ground, and I believe we^all 
left it without a tear.” 




VO 
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CHAPTER m. 


VOYAGE TO INDIA. DIFFICULTIES ARISING 
FROM THE OPPOSITION OF THE BRITISH GO¬ 
VERNMENT,—OBTAINS THE PROTECTION OF 
THE DANISH GOVERNMENT. 

[ 1806 .] 


When the Missionary has bid adieu to friends 
and relations, and commences the voyage, he 
may never retrace, then does he realize more 
than ever the burden of his responsibility. The 
time taken up in the voyage, however devoid of 
interest it may otherwise be, is frequently occu¬ 
pied with thoughts and meditations preparatory 
to^ctual entrance upon^ the field of labour. So 
it was with the subject of these memoirs. On 
his way out he read with much attention and 
profit, Crantz’s History of the Greenland Mis¬ 
sion, and the Life of Whitefield. Comparing 
his own feelings with the zeal and activity and 
unreserved devotedness which they manifested, 
he was deeply humbled under a sense of his 
weakness ;—He has himself best described his 
own feelings in his journal: 
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26tli May, Monday, Feel much discouraged 
on account of my unfitness for this great work. 
When I consider how much the friends of reli¬ 
gion in general, but especially some of the Mi¬ 
nisters of the gospel feel interested in it, I am 
quite ashamed, that I, who am going on the ve¬ 
ry business, should feel so little concern about 
the success of this great work. 

0th June, Monday. I have lately found some 
comfort ill dedicating myself to the Lord. The 
nearer I a]iproach the scene of action, the more 
j scciu to realize the nature of the work, and to 
fee* it at heart. 

[8tit Juuf, Wednesday. 1 have just finished 
rcadii'g (. raiitz’s ili^tory of Greenland ; hope it 
1 11 ' done my soul good, 1 can sec in the expe- 
i cc.cc of the (iri'cnlanders, the true way to be 
iu!!)’ ' in religion : for he that always keeps in 
view a dying Saviour can never want comfort. 

If 

Wlieu 1 come to take an active part in the Mis- 
sif.u, I hope the example of the Greenland Mis- 
hlonarics w’ill prove beneficial to me; for they are 
worthy to be held up as patterns of self-denial, 
patience, faith and zeal. From these persons 
we may learn what means are most likely to be 
blessed for the conversion of sinners. They 
preached Christ crucified ; and the effects of 
the doctrine were wonderful. 


C 
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I see more than ever the importance of read¬ 
ing my Bible with study and attention, and of 
founding my religious sentiments upon the 
Scriptures themselves rather than upon the 
opinions of men. 

21st July, Monday. We are making very 
great progress ; the wind is strong and favour¬ 
able. I am pleased at the thoughts of arriving 

in India, but fear lest on our arrival we should 

« 

hear that death has again made inroads on the 
Missionaries, or that some of the native converts 
liave dishonoured their profession. 

3rd August, Lords day. Brother Cliater 
preached on deck this morning. When I consid¬ 
er how near we are to the end of our voyage, 
1 feel a mixture of sorrow and pleasure. The 
consciousness of my little learning and little 
grace, makes me regret that in so short a time I 
am likely to undertake so great a work ; but 
when I reflect on the gracious promise of Christ 
to be with his servants to the end of the world, 
1 am encouraged knowing that he can enable 
a worm to thresh a mountain. 

10th August, Lord’s day. We are now in the 
Bay of Bengal, saw the island of Ceylon this 
morning at the supposed distance of 12 leagues. 
Spoke on deck from John vi. 30, latter part. 
This is the last time we expect to have service 
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on deck. But little good seems to l>e done 
among the crew; the best that can bo said of 
them I think is this, they all seem willing to 
hear, and two of them appear to have serious 
impressions, how deep I cannot tell ; but I 
fear they will not be lasting. This view of 
things discourages me; but I feel a consolation 
in the thought that the Lord has enabled me to 
set forth plainly before them their danger as 
sinners, and to point them to Christ as their 
only Saviour. 

10th August, Saturday. I have finished read¬ 
ing Whitcfield’s life. My zeal for God, w'hen 
compared with his, is but like a drop when com¬ 
pared with the ocean, I look at his abilities and 

I 

success with a longing and despahdng eye. 

News of the arrival of the vessel having been 
received at Serampore, on the 22nd August, 
several of the brethren from there went down 
to meet the newly-arrived Missionaries. 

On the following day, the 23rd, Mr. Robin¬ 
son and his companionH, arriving in Calcutta, 
were immediately exposed to much annoyance 
and trouble. The opposition of the Govern¬ 
ment of India and of the Court of Directors to 
* Missionary operations in Bengal at the com¬ 
mencement of this century is well known. Re¬ 
specting the causes of it, numerous conjectures 
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may be hazarded, and we may yet never come 
to the real truth. It is sufficient to know that 
this opposition would, to all human appearances, 
have then proved detrimental to the establish¬ 
ment of the Redeemer’s kingdom in Bengal, biit 
that Serampore, a small town belonging to Den¬ 
mark, over which tj^e English had no control, 
offered an asylum to the first pioneers in the 
Cause. Col. Bie, who was Governor in 1793, 
had been a personal acquaintance of the devoted 
and justly celebrated Schwartz; he had not 
only been instructed by him, but had seen in his 
life, how completely Christianity may win the 
confidence and affection even of the heathen 
and ho appears to have been an instrument es¬ 
pecially appointed by Divine Providence to 
protect and foster the infant cause in Bengal. 
Messrs. Marshman, Ward, Brunsdon and Grant 
in 1799, found a refuge in Serampore; and 
when the British Government used strenuous 
efforts to compel their return to England, Colo¬ 
nel Bie referred the matter to the Court of Co¬ 
penhagen, and was in Aply requested to “ ex¬ 
tend his protection to the Mission.” After this 
they for a time met with no annoyance; the 
Missionaries had won the esteem of both the 
English and Danes ; and the fears that had been' 
entertained regarding the probable success of 
their efforts begun to diminish. On the 8th 
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May, 1801, (luring tlie breach between England 
and Denmark, Serampore was taken by the 
English ; but “ the Missionaries were permitted 
to go on with their labours without intermission, 
preaching and teaching in the same peaceful 
way as before.” In 1802 Mr. Chamberlain, and 
in 1804, Messrs. Mardon, Biss, Moore and 
Rowe came out by way of America, and do not 
seem to have been subjected to any interfer¬ 
ence; on the contrary, the Government, “hav¬ 
ing had full proof of the character and deport¬ 
ment of the Missionaries, were willing to give 
every facility to their labours, short of authori¬ 
tative patronage; and this was never desired.” 

In 1805, however, the Missionaries “began 
to be treated by the country Magistrates in a 
different manner. Once they w^ere interrupted 
when distributing tracts, and sent home; and 
once when they were not -distributing tracts nor 
preaching, they were interrogated and comman¬ 
ded to return to Serampore,” yet, in the same 
year, understanding it would not be disagree¬ 
able to Government, they purchased a piece 
of land in the Lall Bazar in Calcutta for 
the purpose of erecting a chapel, and met 
with no opposition. But in 1806, the Bri¬ 
tish Government again made strenuous efforts 
against the Mission. A mutiny broke • out 
among the Native troops in Vellore, in the 
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Madras Presidency; and one of the causes which 
conspired to produce it, was stated by Major 
Scott Waring to be, “ the arrival in the preced¬ 
ing year of Methodist Missionaries on the Coast, 
and the encouragement tliey received from 
Government, and individuals in authority.” 

“ A month prior to the mutiny, ” says the 
same writer, “ the Missionaries for the first time 
preached in an open street in Calcutta. After 
this street preaching had continued for five 
successive Sundays, a general alarm w'as excited 
in Calcutta by the Vellore mutiny.” About this 
time, a Native youth professed his attachment 
to Christianity, and leaving his relatives took 
up his residence with the Missionaries in Scram- 
pore. On the 521st of August, his mother en¬ 
deavoured to persuade him to return to her, but 
failed; and on the following day she, together 
with some of her relatives, attempted to can*}* 
him oflT by force. In this they had nearly suc¬ 
ceeded. lie w'as seized and put into a boat 
which had been previously provided for the 
pui’pose; and they were taking him away, when 
Mr. Win. Carey, one of Dr. Carey’s sons, went 
after them in another boat, and rescued the lad. • 
Immediately after these occurrences, on the 
523rd August, Messrs. Robinson and Chater ar¬ 
rived. “ Two English Missionaries,” says Major 
Wearing, “ with their wives arrived in Calcutta 
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in an American ship, to reinforce nine Enjjlish 
Missionaries. The first determination of the 
Bengal Government was, to send these men and 
their wives out of the country;—the second, to 
put an immediate stop to street and field preach¬ 
ing, to itinerating, and to the circulation of 
abusive religious tracts, and also prohibit native 
converts from preaching any where, or from 
itinerating under the orders of the Missiona- 
ries. 

On the 25th, Captain Wickes and the two 
Missionaries presented themselves at the Police 
oflicc, where they w’erc detained a long time, 
and at last denied permission to proceed to Se- 
rampore. On the following day, Mr. Carey 
having called at the office, “ was told by one of 
the Magistrates, that they had a message to him 
from the (iovemor General, which was, ‘ that as 
the Governor did not interfere with the preju¬ 
dices of the Natives, it was his request that Mr. 
Carey and his colleagues would not.’ This re¬ 
quest, as explained by the Magistrates, amount¬ 
ed to this; they w'ere not to preach to the na¬ 
tives, nor suffer the native converts to preach; 
they were not to distribute religious tracts, nor 
suffer their people to distribute them; they 
were not to send forth native converts, nor to 
take any step, by conversation or otherwise, for 
persuading the natives to embrace Christianity. 
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*Mr. Carey, enquired if they had any written 
communication from the Governor General; 
and was answered in the negative. He then 
took leave of them assuring them that neither 
he nor his brethren wished to do any thing dis¬ 
agreeable to Government, from which they 
could conscientiously abstain. 


“ Some of the foregenn"* ’^-irtteulars however 
were softened in a subsequent eouversation, be¬ 
tween the hlaijistratcs and a friend to the Mis- 

o 

sionaries. ‘It was not meant’ they ilnm said, 
‘to prohibit Mr. Care}/ or liis brethren from 
preaching at Serampenc, or in their own house 
at Calcutta, only they must not preach at the 
Lall Bazar. It was not intended to preveni 
their circulating the Scriptures but merely the 
tracts abusing the Hindoo religion; and that 
there was no design to forbid the native Chris¬ 
tians conversing with tlieir countrymen on 
Christianity; only they must not go out under 
the sanction of the Missionaries.’ ” 


Mr. Robinson writes on the 28th August, 
Thursday. “ After some diiliculty our baggage 
all arrived safe at Scramporq, though we our¬ 
selves are still at Calcutta. 


29th August, Friday. The Police giving no 
further orders, all but myself proceeded to Se- 
rampore.. Brother Moore and 1 wxnt up to- 
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getlier this evening. As we passed up the river 
we saw a fire, in which, as the boatmen inform - 
cd us, a woman had just been burned with the 
body of her deceased husband.” 


On the 6th September, Messrs. Chater and 
rio1)Insoii, acconipaincd by Messrs. Marshman 
and Carey, waited on Col. Krcfting, then Go¬ 
vernor of Sorampore; who received them kindly 
and took them under his protection as Missiona¬ 
ries. But on *^110 11th, theV received an order 
from the I'olicc office at Calcutta, requesting 
their attendance lliere at 11 o’clock; accom¬ 
panied by -Mr. M arshman, they went down, and 
o:.' (!icir a])pearing at the office, an order from 
in' Cu'vernor General in Conncil w’as read to 


I iein, (oninianding them lo take an early oppor- 
I joit'v to return to Engknul, and refusing Capt 
'dietn-s a clearance milil tliey had left, unless 
J . tool; them back witli him. In the evening 
.. ! !(•_• same da}', they returned to Serampore 
a. .(.'tupanied by Capt. Wiekes, who waited on 
h Danish Gpvernor the follotving day, with a 
view to entering liis ship there, and thus enable 
him to clear, witliout an oi^er from Calcutta. 
This was however refused him on the ground 
that ho did not enter the vessel at Serampore on 
jiis first arrival; but the Missionaries he engag¬ 
ed to protect, and refused to give them up to 
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the English, except an armed force were sent to 
take them, and such a step he would consider a 
declaration of war with Denmark. I’ll strike 
my flag, and deliver myself a prisoner of war,” 
w’ere his expressive words. 

In the meanwhile the Serampore Missionaries 
represented to Government that “ Capt. Wickes 
had cleared from Rotterdam to Serampore, that 
his clearing out from Rotterdam to England 
was no more than a necessary step to accomplish 
the first intended voyage; that Messrs. Chater 
and Robinson were then at S^ampore, and nad 
joined the Mission under the protection of the 
King of Denmark.” This representation pro¬ 
duced an enquiry, whether the Missionaries 
were actually under the protection of the Da- 
nisli Government, or whether they only lived 
at Serampore, from choice, as being a conve¬ 
nient situation. To this enquiry an answer was 
sent by the Danish Governor, stating that, “ on 
the Missionaries, Messrs. Marshman, Ward, 
Brunsdon and Grant first coming to reside at 
Serampore, the late Governor, Coh Bio, had rep¬ 
resented to the Court of Copenhagen, that 
their conduct was ^ch as he highly approved, 
and that their residence there was likely to bo 
usefu^ to the settlement; that to this an answer 
had been sent by the Court of Copenhagen, ap¬ 
proving of their settling at Serampore, and re- 
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guiriiig him to extend his protection to the 
Mission ; that in virtue of this hig-h authority, 
he had taken Messrs. Chater and Robinson un¬ 
der the protection of his Danish Majesty; and 
that the Missionaries were not to be considered 
as persons in debt, who wefe barely protected, 
but as persons under the patronage of the Da-' 
nish Government.” 

After this answer, Capt. Wickes applied at 
the Police 0ffi.ee for a clearance. At first he 
was told that the order of council had been con¬ 
firmed ; but being soon’ after sent for by the 
Magistrates, they conferred together on the sub¬ 
ject ; when he stated to them that, the Mis¬ 
sionaries were willing, if fair and friendly rep¬ 
resentations could not prevail, rather than 
oppose Goverament, to give up the brethren. 
He added that, though it might be a serious 
affair both with America and Denmark, if he 
and the Missionaries were to be obstinate, yet 
they each considered the peace and good under¬ 
standing of nations to be of such importance, 
that they would give up almost any thing, 
rather tlian be the occasion of interrupting it.” 
On this statement, Capt. Wickes was furnished 
with the necessary papers for his departure. 

As Government however still appeared to 
be dissatisfied with the continuance of the 
Missionaries in any portion of their own 
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territories, it was resolved to obviate any cause 
of complaint, by removing them as soon as pos¬ 
sible. Accordingly Mr. Chater very shortly 
after removed to Burmah, while Mr. Robinson 
remained a little longer at Serampore. 


CHAPTER lY. 


MR. ROBIUSON VISITS CUTWA,—INCIDENTS. 

[1807.] 


Scarcely had Mr. Robinson entered upon his 
career, before two of the small band of devoted 
Missionaries were added to the number of those 
who were allowed to come, and having just 
seen the field, were called away. On the 17th 
September, 1806, Mr. Biss, who had scarcely 
been two years in the country, arrived from 
Dinagepore with the hope of obtaining medical 
assistance. He was then apparently improving, 
but soon became worse, and was compelled to 
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have recourse to a sea voyage, and never return¬ 
ed. On the day of his arrival at Serampore, 
Mr. Chamherlain also came from Cutwa bring¬ 
ing with him the. lifeless remains of his wife, 
who had died on their way down, and she was 
carried to the grave by the brethren between 
6 and 7 the following morning. 

These losses were much lamented. Of the 
fourteen Missionaries that had been sent out by 
the Society, within the previous thirteen years, 
live had already finished their course. 

But the work of the Lord prospered. The 
Mission, it will be remembered, was formed on 
the 2nd October, 1792. Messrs. Thomas, Carey* 
and Fountain had laboured without any appa¬ 
rent success till 1800, when the first Missionary 
to the heathen, Mr. Thomas, was made the in¬ 
strument of bringing the first Hindoo to the 
profession of the gospel. From that time the 
number of converts gradually increased, and 
before six years had elapsed ninety three natives 
had renounced caste, and made a public profess¬ 
ion of their faith in Christ. Some of them had 
indeed dishonored that profession; but the ma¬ 
jority walked worthy of the Gospel, while some 
were faithful and diligent preachers of the 
truth. The large and unexpected success which 
they had met, led the Church at Serampore to 

D 
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set apart the 5th October, Lord’s day, to com¬ 
memorate the formation of the Baptist Mission¬ 
ary Society. The brethren ‘*met at half an 
hour after six in the morning, to give thanks 
to God for putting it into the heart of his peo¬ 
ple to send the Gospel into this country, and to 
praise him for the success with which he had 
been pleased to bless their exertions. After 
this two natives were baptized; one of them 
a youth of sixteen. At 11 o’clock. Brother Ca¬ 
rey preached a sermon from Zech. iv. 10. ‘Who 
hath despised the day of small things V » In the 
afternoon Brother Marshman read the form of 
agreement drawn up by the brethren at Seram- 
pore respecting the manner in which they 
should act in instructing the heathen. The 
Lord’s Supper w'as then administered, at which 
were present a goodly number of native bre¬ 
thren and sisters. This was a refreshing season. 
Brother Des Granges preached in the Eve¬ 
ning.” 

At the beginning of 1807, Mr. Robinson in' 
reviewing the events through which he had 
passed, and proposing to himself a plan for 
private study during the year thus writes. 

“ 5th January.—Set apart an hour this morn¬ 
ing to review the scenes of the past year, and 
to consider how I shall best spend the present. 
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During the pa%t year, I have experienced great¬ 
er instances of the Divine goodness than in any 
, preceding year of my life. There are three in¬ 
stances in which the Lord has been peculiarly 
gracious to me, and wliich I desire particularly 
to remember. One is tliis; the Lord has given 
me a loving and afTectionatc wife whom I can¬ 
not but consider niy greatest earthly blessing. 
Another is tlie Lord has enabled me to 

part with my friends far better than ever I ex¬ 
pected. I had dreaded that parting scene for 
many years, and I am now surprised to sec how 
well the Lord lias brought mo through it. 
The third thing I vi .li particularly to remem¬ 
ber is the goodnes of God in bringing me and 
my dear partner safe across the mighty deep. I 
had some measure of illness while at sea; and 
my wife was two or three times dangerously ill; 
but the Lord has delivered us out of all our 
troubles, and brought us safely to our desired 
haven, and iioav having entered on another 
year, I have resolved in the strength of God to 
perform as far as in me lies, the three following 
things. First, that I will endeavour to gain a 
further acquaintance with my Bible. Secondly, 
that if the Lord should continue me in this 
part of the country, where the Bengalee lan¬ 
guage is spoken, I will do my endeavour to 
preach in that language before the close of 
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the year; or if I should he removed hence, 
and placed where some other language is 
spoken, I will endeavour to learn it as fast as 
possible. Thirdly, that I will endeavour by 
the close of the year to be able to read in a 
comfortable manner the Greek Testament.” 

On the 22nd March 1807, he proceeded up to 
Cutwa to spend a few months wi^ Mr. Cham¬ 
berlain, His journal during his short stay 
there was regularly kept, and the extracts wc 
have made from it will lead us back to some of 
those scenes which our fathers witnessed and 
the trials they underwent;—some of which, 
through the rapid advances of Christian know¬ 
ledge and civilization within the last fifty years, 
are scarcely known to the modem Missionary. 

“ 26th March, Thursday.—Between 5 and G a. 
M., proceeded on our journey, after breakfast 
we left the boat and walked by the river side, 
and there a mournful spectacle presented itself. 
We saw a poor man lying on a couch by the 
side of the river; he had been brought thither 
to die. W^hen we approached him, he gave us 
a look, but said nothing to us. Those who 
stood by asked him if he could think, to which 
aIig answered in the afiirmative. As we could 
not converse with those who stood around, after 
staying with them two or three minutes, we 
walked on to overtake the boat. I was affected 
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with the thought that in one or two hours that 
poor creature would in all probability he lift¬ 
ing up his eyes in torments; and though his 
disease might not have carried him off for 
several days, yet there is every reason to expect 
that those who attended him would soon des¬ 
patch him, hy putting him into the river, and 
stopping up his nose with mud. We had not 
gone many yards further, before we saw another 
man apparently dead. He was laid on his 
back in the river with the water uj) to his neck, 
and his nose and ears stopped with mud. A 
few steps onward two or three persons were 
making a pile of wood, on wliieh it appeared 
that some person was to be burnt.” 

It is lamentable to observe that this practice 
of Ghaut murders is still continued ; and many 
a soul is thus hurried into eternity by his im¬ 
patient relatives. Let Christians, whose last 
Ufcoments are watched with tender affection, and 
whose wants are assiduously attended to, till the 
last gasp tells that the soul is set free, think of 
the poor Hindoo, whose unenlightened soul is 
untimely chased into eternity ; whose last mo¬ 
ments are disturbed by being buried neck-deep 
in the cold stream ; and whose latest gasps so 
hardly drawn—are thus stifled !—by tho;^ 
whom he hcis nourished in his bosom. 

It is strange that a Government that has done 
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much that tends directly to the good of the pea- 
])le, notwithstanding their prejudices, should 
hesitate to prohibit so revolting a practice. 
There is nothing in Hinduism that renders it 
necessary. The notion that the w'^aters of Gun- 
ga wash away sin has long gained credence, and 
it is commonly believed that if a man dies on 
the bank of the river, his spirit gains immediate 
entrance into Paradise. Yet it is allowed by 
all that this is not essential ; else what should 
they do who live miles away from the river, and 
cannot in their dying moments have access to it. 
If a widow can by law be prohibited from burn¬ 
ing with her husband ; if it can be made lawful 
for a Hindoo convert to inherit his paternal pro¬ 
perty ;—if a Hindoo widow may lawfully mar¬ 
ry ; surely it can bo no dilRcult matter to pre¬ 
vent the dying from beidg hurried away to the 
the river side. Hindoos themselves arc begin¬ 
ning to cry out against this practice. 

“ bOth March, Monday.—This evening, three 
men came to sec Brother Chamberlain, and ma¬ 
il ifestr^d some desire to hear the Gosjicl. While 
Brother C., was explaining to them the way of 
salvation, they listened with attention; and 
when they left us, said they would come again 
me next morning to family worship. 

“31st March, Tuesday,—This morning, the 
three men who were here yesterday, came accord- 
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iiig to their promise. In the evening, Win. Ca¬ 
rey, Krishna, and three or more native brethren 
arrived at Kutwa from an itineracy of three 
months up the country. We held a prayer- 
meeting together, after which the Native breth¬ 
ren related in a very pleasing manner, what 
% 

they had been doing and the good and bad 
treatment with which they had met. I read a 
good deal of Bengalee to-day, but feel discoura¬ 
ged when I see how little I have learned of it, 
and how much I have yet to learn. 

“ 2nd April, Thursday.—This morning. Bro¬ 
ther Chamberlain, WTlliam Carey and myself 
accompanied by the native brethren' went to 
Ugrodeep, where was a very large assembly. 
People had come from many miles distant, for 
the purpose of bathing in Gunga. On our way, 
we came to a place, where a woman was just 
going to be burned with her husband, the pile 
was not lighted, but the Bramhuns %vere per¬ 
forming the previous ceremonies. We landed 
at a small distance from the ])ilc ; but the mob, 
and especially the Bramhuns, by main force pre¬ 
vented us from going close to it, or so much as 
having an opportunity to speak with the woman. 
They at first made use*of all their strength to 
push us off the bank; but when they saw that 
was ineffectual, they took up clubs in order to 
frighten us back, yet though they menaced us 
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most severely, they dar.ed not to strike us. Had 
we been inclined to light with these people, 
there is little reason to doubt, but We could 
have driven them all away ; for two or three 
resolute Europeans, can put to flight a whole 
mob of Hindoos ;—indeed, it is said, that a sin¬ 
gle European once, by main force, took away a 
woman who was going to be burned, and locked 
her up in his own house. We know however 
that fighting was not our business, and when we 
saw that we could not get near the pile without 
using improper force, we returned on board our 
boats, and there followed us no small quantity 
of dirt from the bank of the river, which did us 
no other injury than fouling our clothes. About 
11 o’clock, w'c arrived at Ugrodeep. The people 
heard with attention, and several of them shed 
tears ; there was but little opposition, except 
sometimes the cry of Hurre Bol was raised, and 
this small disturbance -was but of short contin¬ 
uance, because the generality of the people 
did not join it. As I could not talk to the peo¬ 
ple myself, I accompanied William Carey, and 
when I had opportunity gave away papers. The 
eagerness of the people to receive papers was 
surprising, and they were very frequently torn 
out of my hand. At evening William and I re¬ 
turned to the boats ; but Brother Chamberlain 
continued talking till near 9 o’clock. 
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“3rd April, Friday.—This morning when we 
were gone among the people, a woman came, and 
very near our boats threw her child into the river 
as a sacrifice to Gunga ; the child however was 
not drowned ; for another Hindoo took it up, 
and saved its life, but the unnatural mother 
w ould not take it again ; and it is most likely 
that the person who took care of it, would after¬ 
wards sell it for a slave. It is sometimes the 
case in this country, that mothers for the sake 
of ridding themselves of a little trouble, will 
sell their own children for slaves. Thus we see 
tliat the character the Apostle gives of the hea¬ 
then when he says, “ they are without natural 
alfec-tion,” is, in such instances as these, exactly 
verified. 

** Tlie people did not hear so well to-day, as 
they did yesterday ; some lewd fellows of the 
baser sort, came and raised .tumults ; and thus 
prevented those from hearing, who would other- 
W'ise probably have heard with attention. To- 
w’ards evening, the people, seeing us all 
collected together about to leave them, 
were determined to give us a last insult ; and 
accordingly as soon as w^e began to w'alk off 
towards the boats,they began the cry of 
JIuree Bol, which was soon followed by clap- 
ing of hands, singing and throwing covr-dung. 
I opened my Umbrella to keep off the cow- 
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dung as much as I could, but they no sooner 
saw that open, than they began to throw pieces 
of broken pots. This mob followed us thus 
perhaps for half a mile, until we came to a 
place where the ground was clear, and nothing 
in it which they could throw at us, and then 
they left us. To say that this mob consisted 
of two thousand people, is I think to speak 
within compass; for when the tumult first 
began, there were round us about "a thousand 
people, and there was every reason to believe 
that the number was doubled before we had 
walked half a mile; for the people on all sides 
stood as thick as they do in a fair. After w^e 
were come to the boat, a number of people col¬ 
lected to hear, and to beg papers, but the pa¬ 
pers being all gone, and the brethren being 
weary with talking, we crossed over to the 
other side of the river; and after taking tea 
about 7 o’clock in the evening, we left the 
boats and walked to Cutwa, a distance of six 
or seven miles. 

“6th April, Monday. ~ This morning. Win. 
Carey, and the Native brethren left us. In the 
afternoon, three persons came to hear, as they 
said ; but one of them soon being tired of 
hearing went away, and left the other two. 
These seemed to hear with earnestness ; they 
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stayed till evening, hearing Brother C., and 
talking to the Native brethren. 

“ 7th April, Tuesday.—^This being the morn¬ 
ing in which our brethren and sisters at Seram- 
pore, set apart an hour, to pray for the spread 
of the gospel, Brother C., and I set apart a 
little time to pray for the same object also; and 
we were not I trust without something of the 
spirit of prayer.” 

Mr. Robinson returned to Scrampore on the 
23rd April, and on the 17th of June, he at¬ 
tempted for the first time to pray in Bengalee 
at a prayer meeting of the native brethren. 

On the 13th December, he writes, “I at¬ 
tempted for the first time to speak in Bengalee 
in the Mission Pulpit at Serampore. I had 
more liberty than 1 expected. What reason 
have I to be thankful that the Lord has so far 
favoured me with ability to learn the language 
of the country, so that I am able, although in 
a bioken manner, to make known his gospel 
to the poor perishing heathen.” 

The opinion of one of the senior Mission¬ 
aries respecting this, his first attempt was,— 
“ the clearness and propriety with which he 
preached the word in the language of the na¬ 
tives, afford a pleasing hope of his future use- 
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fulness in making known the w'ord of life 
among them.” 

This resolution formed at the commencement 
of the year was carried out. Did he also suc¬ 
ceed in reading his Greek Testament through ? 
He had scarcely begun the study of Greek 
before he left England. That he should be 
able to read through the Testament, while he 
was endeaivouriiig to master a foreign language, 
and had also to struggle with pecuniary and 
omer difficulties, which only the first Mission¬ 
aries to India knew, was scarcely to be expect¬ 
ed. It was not till the 2nd September, 1817, 
he says, “ I have now read the Greek Testa¬ 
ment through, having finished it this morning. 
If I remember right, in the beginning of 1807 
I made a resolution to read it through that 
year ; but alas ! ten years have elapsed, and my 
resolution is but just now completed.” From 
that time, he continued to the end of his days, 
when not prevented by sickness, to read his 
Greek Testament every morning. He thus read 
it through twenty-three times, and finished it 
for the last time on the 15th January, 1853. 

On the day following that on which he first 
attempted to preach in Bengalee, he seems to 
have experienced deep dejection of mind, and 
gives vent to his feelings in the following lan¬ 
guage ;—“ The Lord seems to have departed 



REV. W. ROBINSON. 


h 


from me, and were I sure that I should never 
experience the presence of the Lord any more, 
I should have no cause for surprise on that ac¬ 
count, hut should rather have cause to wonder 
that I am out of hell. My • sins are not of a 
small number, nor are they of a common magni¬ 
tude, they lie like a load upon my heart, and 
% 

are ever before mine eyes. Where are thos§ 
manifestations of the divine presence, which 
others experience, and which I hope I myself 
have felt in times past ? Are they for ever lost ? 
Has the Lord in anger shut up his tender mer¬ 
cies ? Will he be favourable no more ? 

Attended a conference of the Native brethren 
to-night, but found no spirituality of mind. O 
Lord ! return, and revive thy work upon my 
soul, and let me once more have grace given 
me to live to thee,” 
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CHAPTEB V. 


ROBINSON RETURNS TO CUTWA,—HIS LA¬ 
BOURS THERE IN CONNECTION WITH 
MR. CHAMBERLAIN. 

[1808.] 


That portion of Mr. Robinson’s life which 
has hitherto passed under review, was princi¬ 
pally preparatory. He had now gained a suffi¬ 
cient acquaintance with the language of the 
natives, to enable him to speak intelligibly, 
and immediately entered upon direct Missionary 
work. 

On Tuesday, the 5th January, 1808, he 
writes :—“ The greater part of our family at¬ 
tended the monthly prayer-meeting at Mr. 
Brown’s Pagoda, and afterwards dined at his 
house. In the evening I conducted Bengalee 
worship at our house, afterward^ conversed with 
a young man, who said he was in great distress 
of mind concerning his past conduct. It seems 
by his discourse that the reading of Newton’s 
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' life had been the means of exciting in him some 
concern about the salvation of his soul. He has 
had a religious education, and has relatives in 
London, some of whom are members of Dr. 
Rippon’s Church in Carter Lane, and some of 
Mr. Thomas’s Cliurch in Devonshire Square.” 

It may be interesting to notice here, that in 
the early days of the Mission, all the Mission¬ 
aries in Scrarapore regarded themselves as con¬ 
stituting one family ; all attended family wor¬ 
ship together in the chapel hall; and took their 
meals together in an enclosed verandah of the 
building. With Mr. Brown, a Chaplain in the 
Co.’s Establishment, they were on friendly 
terms. He lived in Aldeen, a village adjoining 
Scrampore, and on his premises stood a deserted 
temple of R adhabulluLh, the brother of Jug- 
gurnath, w'hich he converted into his study; 

and there the brethren occasionallv met with 

•/ 

him to pray for the extension of the Redeemer’s 
Kingdom. This temple still stands, but is fast 
falling to ruin. 

On the 12th of January, Mr. Robinson left 
Scrampore for Cutwa, wdicrc he intended to 
stay for a time, and assist Mr. Chamberlain, un¬ 
til another station could be fixed upon, which 
might he occupy without exciting the jealousy 
of the British Government. 
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In recording liis efforts there, we shall make 
a few brief extracts from his journal, showing 
the character of the labours in which he and 
his colleague were engaged, and some of the 
difficulties they*had to encounter. • 

“ 14'ih January, Thursday.—Arrived at Nud- 
dea, about 10 this morning. As this is a noted 
place for learning among thp Hindoos, curiosi¬ 
ty excited me to take a walk into the town. I 
saw four Bramhuns sitting under a large shed 
reading the Shasters; under this shed five small, 
but very fine coloured carjmts were spread; 
the middle of the five was placed upon a small 
platform of cartli raised about half a yfud above 
the floor of the shed, and at a little distance 
was placed a small stool, on which some offer¬ 
ings of sweetmeats were laid. No person was 
sitting on this carpet, it being called the scat of 
the god : while the four Bramhuns, were sitting 

on the other four carpets, two on each side. 

# 

These men read in an audible voice, but two of 

_ • 

them always read at the same time. They were 
dressed in very good white cloths, and each of 
them was decorated with a string of flowers 
round his ♦neck. Under the shed several mats 
were also spread for* the accomodation of their 
hearers. I gave a copy of Luke to an old 
Bramhun who was standing on the bank of the 
river: but he returned it, saying he had no 
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need of it. At night we came to a place called 
Gopeenathpore. 

“ 15th J anuary, Friday.—We were waked this 
morning before sun-rise, by the noise which an 
old Bramhun made in performing his devotions 
to Gunga. After the old man had linislied, he 
taught a boy to perform the worship of Gunga; 
the boy stood in the water, re 2 )eated what the 
old Bramhun said, and at intervals bathed him¬ 
self in the river.” 

On the following day, Mr. Robinson arrived 
at Cutwa and on the 19th, accompanied Mr. 
Chamberlain to a village, were he was engaged 
in speaking for four or live hours. Mr. Robin¬ 
son intended to s])cak also, but not being yet 
quite familiar with the idiom of the language, 
feared to attempt it, lest he should fail. “ I re¬ 
turned home,” lie says, “ sorry, and with a guil¬ 
ty conscience, because I had made no endeavour 
to })ublish to my fellow sinners the way of sal¬ 
vation, and to point them to the Lamb of God, 
who taketh away the sin of the world, hi any 
persons heard Brother Chamberlain with atten¬ 
tion, which gave us both pleasure.” 

“21st January.—Went to a village about two 
miles from Cutwa, accompanied by a native 
brother. We were engaged about two hours, 
sometimes together, and sometimes apart, many 
despised, and some few heard with apparent 
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seriousness. But such is the falseness of tin? 
Hindoos, that they often appear to consent to 
what a person says, and will tell him that ho 
speaks, “ good words,” while they all the time 
treat what he says with the greatest contempt. 
The pride of the Bramliuns is almost incredi¬ 
ble. I met with one to-day, v/ho without any 
ceremony affirmed that he was god; I told him 
that God by a word had made the world, and 
asked him if he could make a world, by the 
speaking of a word ; he replied that there was 
no need for him to do that, since there was a 
world already made, but as a proof of his Divi¬ 
nity, he pointed to three persons who were 
standing by, and said he had made them. 

“ 2Snd J any.—Brother Chamberlain is gone 
out for a few days to Sreemutipore. Went to 
a town about three miles from Cutwa, where a 
large market is held on Tuesday and Friday. 
The place where Brother C., generally preaches 
in this town is under a Tamarind tree. I there¬ 
fore wfent under the tree, but there only a few 
people came to hear. A larger assembly was 
soon after collected near an idol temple, and 
some persons heard with attention. Stayed in 
this place nearly three hours ; and with but 
little intermission was engaged all the time in 
speaking. I did not enjoy all that liberty that 
, could w’ish; and indeed it is no easy matter 
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for p. person who has hut small acquaintance 
with a language, to find subjects about which 
he can converse for a great length of time, even 
though those around frequently help him by 
bringing forward subjects for disputation. 

“ 24th Jany.—Brother C., being out, I had 
to speak in Bengalee twice to-day. In the 
morning had more liberty than I expected both 
in prayer and in explaining the scriptures, but 
in the afternoon was much straitened, especially 
in prayer. Praying in a foreign language is 
much more difficult than preaching. At the 
afternoon service, two strangers came in with 
whom I had some conversation after worship 
was concluded. One of them said, that he had 
heard from a boy who went to the town where 
he lives, that there was a person at Cutwa who 
gives away holy books, and that he was come 
■wishing to have one. I explained to them the 
way of Salvation as well as I could, and at 
their own request gave each of them a copy 
of Luke and the Acts. They appeared to be 

m 

seriously disposed, and said, they would come 
again when they had read the books. 

“ 25th January.—The two persons who came 
yesterday evening came again this evening, and 
brought another person with them. H6 said, 
he had liitherto been performing the worship 
of Gunga, and did not know but that he was 
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right, until he learned something about another 
way of Salvation by means of a tract which 
was given away at Ugrodeep last y'ear being 
carried to his village. The place where he lives 
is forty or fifty miles from Cutwa. 

“2Gth Jan 3 \—Went to Dewangunge market, 
where I was engaged in. speaking nearlj’^ three 
liours witliout intermission. Some heard with 
attention, but many ridiculed. 


“29th January'.—Went to Dewangunge mar¬ 
ket, but had no attentive hearers : many wick¬ 
ed persons surrounded me, and did nothing 
but destj)ise and talk in the most ridiculous 
manner. One man asked, if he believed in 
Christ, whether he would give him four arms. 

*'2nd February.—Brother C., set off this 
morning to Byrageetola, where thousands of 
people will be collected for some idolatrous 
purposes.” 


Mr. Chamberlain’s account of this visit and 


his ^labours there are so interesting, that no 
apology is needed for inserting it here. He 
arrived at that place about noon of the 3rd 
February. Hfere he says, “ a crowd instantK' 


surrounded us, to which standing on my chair 
I preached. The tumult soon became so great 
that I desisted from distributing papers,-hoping 
that a more favourable opportunity would 
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occur for this part of the work, in which I was 
not mistaken. The approach of night caused 
a cessation for the day. We laid ourselves 
down under a tree, having a small sail to shel¬ 
ter us on one side, and we slept in safety, and 
sustained little if any inconvenience. Blessed 
he Jehovah, the Keeper of Israel, He neither 
sleeps nor slumbers. Soon after the sun had 
scattered his beams abroad, the people began 
to come together and I continued surrounded 


with hundreds of people incessantly engaged, 
a little time for eating ekeepted, in distribu¬ 
ting books, and in preaching the gospel, till 
the bright monarch of day wrapped up his 
glories in the west. Blessed bo God, for all 
his goodness displayed towards us this day. 
Many thousands of people heard the word of 
his grace, and the greater part very attentively. 
‘Thy kingdom come.’ 


Friday morning, numbers came together to 
hear the word very early, and our few ■ remain¬ 
ing books and tracts were soon distributed and 
numbers more were wanted. We continued 
engaged among numbers of people till dinner 
time, and then I gave orders to the people to 
prepare for our departure. When all things 
were ready, I stood on the chair, and in the 
midst of a great multitude of people prayed to 
the Most High God, while the people attended 
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in great silence. We then took leave amidst 
scores of salams and good wishes, and we reach¬ 
ed the inn late at night; and the next morning, 
after discoursing with the people and taking 
my breakfast I set off for home, where I had 
the happiness to find all well. Oh what shall I 
render to God for all his numberless benefits to 
me ? Brother Robinson has been out into some 
of the villages, and I trust he will be encoura¬ 
ged in the work. The assembly of Kubileshur 
will be in the space of a fortnight.” 

W e return to Mr. Robinson’s Journal:— 

“ 12th Feb.—Bro. C., and I went to two vil¬ 
lages to-day. In the first we met with very 
violent opposition from a number of Bram- 
huns ; but after a while they left us, and then 
the few remaining people heard moderately 
well. 

In the other village, the people were a little 
more attentive, but here the Bramhuns w'ould 
not permit us to remain unmolested. In this 
village, I was witness to a ceremony, which I 
never saw before. A man who had got some 
water in a brazen vessel, set himself on the 
ground before a Bramhun; and having taken 
some of the w'ater into the hollow of his hand, 
the Bramhun dipped his great toe into it, the 
man then drank the w'ater out of the hollow of 



REV. W. ROBINSON. 


59 


his hand, and poured the remaining drops upon 
his head. It is said, that many people in India 
refuse to drink any water until a Bramhun’s toe 
has been dipped into it. * 

“ 13th Feb.—Bro. and Sister Mardon arrived 
here to-day in company with Mr. Ellerton on 
their way to Goamalty, we were glad to hear 
from them that several Europeans had lately in 
a %'cry serious manner, attended the English 
worship at Seramporc. 

“ H'th February.—Bro. Krishno preached this 
morning, and in the afternoon we commemorat¬ 
ed the dying 1 ove of Christ. Three native bre¬ 
thren and two sisters who were going with Bro. 
Mardon in course, joined with us, and altoge¬ 
ther we made up thirteen, which we thought a 
goodly number considering the dark part of the 
country in which we were. 

“ 18th Feb.—Bro. C., and I went to a market 
that is held about ten miles from Cutwa, where 
we got a good number of hearers. We stood at 
a small distance from each other, and each of us 
under a tree. We were so well situated, that 
most of the people who came to the market 


• This water which is called Padup (foot-water) thej arc 
taught, is efficacious to cleanse the soul from sin. Wc have 
seen a Hindoo, under deep convictions of sin, who refused 
to drink any other. 
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were obliged to pass by one of us. Wc did not 
meet with much opposition from the Bramhuns 
to-day, our hearers being most of them poor 
people, many of whom heard with great atten¬ 
tion. We were engaged in talking to the peo¬ 
ple without once changing our situations be- 
tween four and five hours. We reached home 
about 7 in the evening, very weary, but having 
had on the whole a pleasant day. 

“23rd Feb.—Bro. Chamberlain and myself 
left Cutwa to-day for Kubileshur, where a great 
multitude of poor deluded creatures will be 
collected to perform the worship of tSeeb. We 
slept to-night near the village of Plassy ; where 
a very memorable battle was once fought be¬ 
tween the English and the forces of the Nawab, 
So much does the Hooghly change its course, 
and encroach upon the land, that it is said, the 
river now runs through what was then the Held 
of battle. 

“ 24th February.—We arrived at Kubileshur 
this morning about 10 o’clock, and immediately 
went on shore where we found a great number 
of the wretched slaves of heathenism and super- 
stition, collected to pay their religious adora¬ 
tion to a senseless stone, but we hope the grea¬ 
ter part of them heard of the way of salvation 
through a crucified Redeemer. We took up 
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eur station in tlie midst of the multitude un¬ 
der a large tree, where we put a piece of coarse 
eh)th in the form of a tent. In this place we 
pm our books and papers which we had brouglit 
to distribute among the people, and where we 
-nid two native brethren that accompanied us, 
met for family worship, morning and evening. 
'J'he singing at these times drew round us, a 
mimber of peoj)lc, wh > generally heard with 
‘.'•real atti'utiun. llrothcr C., stood on a chair 
near our teni, wher' lie was surrounded with 


great numbers of peonle, while I aud one of 
tile native lirethreu went from place to place 
talknig to tliose Avhom we found willing to give 
u-a hearing. We f</uud but one ivho seemed 

i J 

to be aiieettd with what was said, though many 
said we .spoki' die (ruth. 'Hie poor people in 
genera! seemed billing to hear, and would con¬ 
fess the va aty of idol-worship ; but frequently 
when we had gotten together a number of this 
de.scri])lioii, the Bramhuns would come and 
raise a violent opjio.sition. 


“.‘iatli February.—This morning, the Revd. 
Mi J*arsons passed us on his way to his station 
at Ih'i' :>ni]H)‘'(\ We went on board his bud- 
gcrov -Mid I reaklastod with him. He told us 
that !)».' ]■ A died at Cutwa, and left there some 
IauaIs, duc' broad and beer. After leavintr 
the budgerow we returned tc' our work. The 


F 
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people heard to-day something better than they 
did yesterday: a number of papers and a few 
copies of Luke and Acts were given to persons 
who seemed inclined to read them. Before 
dinner I met with a man, who heard a long time, 
asked many questions, and seemed so well sat¬ 
isfied witli the answers given to them, that 1 
began to entertain hopes of him; but while I 
■was engaged in talking to a few other people, 
he disappeared and 1 saw him no more. In the 
afternoon, an old Bramhun almost mad with 
anger, gave me some very abusive language, nor 
was he at all sparing in the abuse of the people 
that wore hearing me. As 1 was sitting down 
a few minutes to rest, two Bramhuns came and 
sat down by me, and said that they wished to 
know w’hat we had to say about Jesus Christ. 
1 told them in a few w'ords who Jesus Christ 
was, what he had done to save sinners, and 
what would be the happy state of all those wdio 
believed in liiin. They heard what I had to say 
with great attention, and when I had finished 
went away without expressing either their ap¬ 
probation or disapprobation. This was an oc¬ 
currence rather remarkable, for most persons, 
but especially Bramhuns, when they licar the 
Gospel, either express their approbation of it, 
or turn it into a subject of ridicule. 

“26th Feby.—This morning while talking 
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to a few poor people who heard witli serious¬ 
ness, a wicked Byraj^cc came up, and gave the 
lie to all 1 was saying. He adir ned that hy 
bathing in Gunga, a man would bo delivered 
from sill; I affirmed, lie would not, and as a 
proof thereof referred to the wicked lives of the 
worshippers of Gunga. Not being able to re¬ 
fute this argument, he said to those who were 
near him, referring to me, “ let ns throw him 
into tlie Gunga, and see what Gunga will do 
for him.” In the evening nhen 1 had a good 
numlicr of peo])lc round me, several young 
Brainhuns came, and made a very great op])osi- 
tion. They asked ([uestions, to which it was 
impossible, aceorLling to any rules of decency, 
to give answers. 1 suppose a perscoi would not 
hear worse language in a brothel, than these 
nieii made use of in the ])resenci‘ of so many 
people. I held up the contest as long as I could, 
by reproving them for their wickedness, and 
telling them to bo silent ; then disregarding 
what they said, went on with recommending the 
Gospel to those with whom 1 was lirst convers¬ 
ing. But the noise which these wicked Brum- 
hnns made, soon hocainc so great, that my voice 
could not he lieard. As nothing could he said 
to them hy way of rebuke, and as rebuking 
them proved entirely useless, 1 was obliged to 
give up the contest and remain silent ; wliicli 
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consequently made me the laughing stock of all 
around. This triumph of sin made me feel 
very severely, and caused me to mourn that the 
design of the wicked should so far prevail, as to 
prevent any effort being made for the salvation 
of those who are ready to perish. In such cir¬ 
cumstances as these, a Missionary has no conso¬ 
lation, but that which he receives from above.” 

These extracts will show something of the 
character of the toils a Missionary to the hea¬ 
then sustained, and the insults to which he 
was sometimes exposed. 

Mr. Robinson continued to be thus employ¬ 
ed in Cutwa, till the middle of March. The fol¬ 
lowing brief notice will close the account of 
this portion of his labours:— 

“ A little time before he left Cutwa, he went 
to Sreemutipore to make known the word of life. 
Those who are favorably disposed to the Gospel 
there, have made a small hut for the reception 
of a brother who may go thither to preach. 
Two or three persons who live in the neigh¬ 
bourhood were so persecuted by the Bramhuns 
and others, that they were afraid to go through 
the streets by day ; they however resolved to go 
and see Brother Robinson, and accordingly 
arose at midnight and went to him. He got up 
to receive them, and they sang, prayed and -con- 
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vefsed about Divine things for some time. 
There are several persons of Sreemutipore, who 
attend when there is preaching there.” 

At this place, it would appear, a Native bro¬ 
ther, Kangalee, was afterwards stationed; but 
we know not that any remarkable results fol¬ 
lowed. 


CHAPTER VL 


BOOTAN MISSION. 

[1808—1809.] 


Owing to the opposition of the British Go¬ 
vernment, there was no hope of Mr. Robinson’s 
gaining permission to remain in Bengal. The 
Senior Missionaries at Serainpore, were at this 
time waiting an opportunity to form a station 
in Orissa; a large province contiguous to Ben¬ 
gal ; which then was, and still is one of the 
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strongest citadels of heathenism and crtiel su¬ 
perstition. As a preparatory step, a portion of 
the scriptures and several tracts had been prin¬ 
ted in the Ooriya dialect; and the permission 
of Government for Mr. Robinson to reside 
there, was sought. But this being denied, 
they advised him to choose between Assam, 
Ameerapoora and Bootan. For various reasons 
he preferred the last, and his views being ap¬ 
proved of by the senior brethren, he returned 
to Serampore on the 7th of April. Leaving his 
wife and children there, he started for Bootan 
on the 19th April 1808, in c«)mpany with Mr. 
William Carey, junior, whom ho hoped to have 
for his colleague in this Mission. 

It may not be uninteresting to the reader, 
if we here introduce a brief description of Boo¬ 
tan, a country to this day but little known to 
Europeans. 

“ Its limits are comprised between the paral¬ 
lels of 26° 30' and 28° of North Latitude; in 
length it extends from about 88° 45' to 92° 55' 
of East longitude, and includes therefore an ex¬ 
tent of nineteen thousand eight hundred square 
geographical miles, which contain a population 
of about a million and a half. 

“ The greater portion of the Bootan territory 
presents a succession of the most lofty and rug- 
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ged mountains on the surface of the glohe, and 
this general character of extreme ruggedness is 
scarcely interrupted save hy a few geological 
basins between the retiring flanks of the ranges, 
which may appropriately he termed Alpine 
glens. These glens are surrounded by moun¬ 
tains which rise from three to eight and nine 
thousand feet above them. The more lofty 
ones are clad in perpetual snow, while the less 
elevated ridges are frequently sprinkled hy the 
storms which expend their fury principally on 
the more towering peaks. 

“ The secular head of the government of Boo- 
tan is generally known as an officer called the 
Del) Raja, while the spiritual supremacy is ves¬ 
ted in another individual called the Dhurma 
Raja, who, like the principal Lama of Thibet is 
supposed to be a perpetual incarnation of the 
Deity. He is supposed to be Budh himself, 
who by successive transmigrations from one 
corporeal frame to another, escapes the ordi¬ 
nary lot of humanity. * 

‘‘ Every element of deterioration is comprised 
in their government, both secular and spirituaL 

* For an account of the manner in which the Dhurma 
Kaja is elected, when his office is vacated by death, see 
page 343. of Robinson’s Descriptive account of Assam, 
from which this brief account of Bootan is extracted. 
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Their energies are paralized by the insecurity 
of property; all that any man may amass dur¬ 
ing his life time being, immediately on his 
death, confiscated to the reigning prince, the 
Deb Raja. Their morals are degraded, and 
their numbers reduced by the unnatural system 
of polyandry, and extensive prevalence of mo¬ 
nastic institutions. 

“ The population is divided into eight princi¬ 
pal, and a few minor classes, who appear to de¬ 
rive their designation from their trades and oc¬ 
cupations. The language spoken by the Boo- 
teeas, all of whom are of pure or mixed Mon¬ 
golian races, is said to be a dialect of the Thi¬ 
betan more or less blended with words and 
idioms from the languages of the country on 
which they severally touch. 

“ Their religion is a form of Buddhism. In 
their religious observances, the most remarkable 
circumstance is the noise with which they arc 
accompanied. The instruments used are clario¬ 
nets, sometimes formed of silver or brass, but ge¬ 
nerally of wood with reed pipes, horns, shells, 
cymbals, drums and gongs.” 

To this country. Dr. Carey’s attention was 
directed before he came to Serampore in 1800. 
He had made two or three excursions thither, 
and it had long been his earnest desire to see a 
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Mission formed there. In order to acquire 
some knowledge of the language, he had copied 
with his own hands an unpublished Thibetan 
Grammar, written in Latin by some enterprising 
traveller, who had visited Bootan many years 
before. This Grammar was recopied by Mr. 
Robinson; and subsequently translated into 
English by his eldest son, the author of the 
Descriptive Aecount of Assam. 

The Mission to Bootan wras an arduous 
undertaking : and Mr. Robinson went with 
trembling steps. It was not that he feared 
man, to such fear he was very much a stran¬ 
ger. It was not that he would shun the labour 
attending the work, or that he dreaded the 
unhealthiness of the climate to which he w'as 
going, he had been bi'ought up to hard labour, 
and was blessed with a strong constitution. 
These were matters to which he seems to have 
given scarcely a thought. But he was yet a 
young man and a young Christian : and that 
confidence w'hich a liberal education, an ex¬ 
tensive intercourse with men of large minds 
and much experience, and an intimate know¬ 
ledge of hhman nature might inspire, he did 
not enjoy. It was no small sacrifice to be se- 
perated from all Christian society, and mingle 
only with a barbarous tribe, who had no fel¬ 
low-feeling with him, from whom he could 
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expect no sympathy, and with whom he could 

interchange no thoughts, without any one of 

experience near him with whom he might hold 

counsel, or who could cheer him when faint or 

discouraged; while the object to give the 

Bootecas the Scriptures in their own language, 

* 

to declare among them doctrines distasteful to 
human nature, and to endeavour, to bring them 
to the knowledge of the truth op})osed to all 
their preconceived notions, involved a respon¬ 
sibility which might make men of stronger 
minds tremble. But he went leaning on an 
Almighty arm. “ When I think,” be says, “ upon 
the work, I cannot but pray for wisdom, to 
him who giveth liberally and upbraideth not. 
That promise, ‘ I am with you even to the 
end of the world,’ affords me both comfort and 
encouragement.” Mr. Carey’s company was to 
him very pleasant; but it was not yet settled 
whether he should continue with him. 

On their way to Dinagcpore, nothing worthy 
of particular notice occurred. On one occasion 
while moving up a narrow river lined on both 
sides with thick jungle, on a dry hot day in 
May, the friction of the branches bf the low 
shrubs against one another, caused them to 
ignite, and “ the jungles on the side of the 
river being in flames, the smoke, the heat of 
he fire, the hot winds, and the heat of the sun 
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altogether rendered their situation very uncom¬ 
fortable.” Three days after this, the young 
Missionaries left their boats in the morning, 
and after walking all day under a burning sun, 
arrived at Sadamuhal in the evening ; and 
providentially did not suffer at all. At Di- 
nagepore, they were assisted in making further 
preparations for their journey by Mr. Fernan¬ 
dez, a gentleman who while he supported him¬ 
self, preached the gospel with true Missionary 
zeal to the natives around, and became pastor 
of a prosperous Church. 

On the 14th of May they left him to pro¬ 
ceed on their journey; but on arriving at Bar- 
bareo, a village about twenty miles from Bho- 
tehaut, they received tidings which rendered 
it advisable for the present to defer an attempt 
to enter Bootan. Before they had pitched their 
tent, the Jumadar, or head man of the village, 
came to pay them a visit, bringing with him a 
present of some plaintains, eggs and a Rupee. 
He informed them that, about a month previ¬ 
ous, a Civil war had broken out in Bootan, and 
that the town of Bhotehaut was then in the 
hands of the insiirgents. Not willing yet to 
give up their purpose of an immediate entrance 
among the people, they intended to make a di¬ 
rect effort the next day, when they received 
intelligence from a man who had just come from 
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Bliotehaut, that the Bootan Government was 
jealous of all persons from Bengal; that a num¬ 
ber of Bengalee soldiers and the inhabitants of 
Nepaul had joined the insurgents, and that the 
whole country was in a ferment. Under these 
circumstances they felt it their duty to return 
to Bengal, and wait for a more favorable oppor¬ 
tunity. 

On h is return to Serampore, Mr, Robinson 
was in September attacked with a violent fever, 
in which his life was almost despaired of. He 
was however through mercy restored, and on 
tlie 24th of January 1809, set out the second 
time for Bootan. On this occasion he says, “ I 
suffer more from lowness of spirits than I know 
how to express. I am going alone, and am go¬ 
ing I know not whither.” Feeling much tlie 
desirableness of a companion, on his way up he 
stopped a few days at Goamalty, where he en¬ 
deavoured to persuade one of the Native preach¬ 
ers to accompany him; but failing in this, he 
again set out alone. After proceeding a short 
distance, he seems to have been overcome by 
deep depression of mind, together with an over- 
w'helming sense of the importance of the work; 
and for a time to have allowed the thought of 
giving up the project. Returning to Goamalty, 
he immediately wrote to the brethren at Seram¬ 
pore, " Whether I have acted right in this res- 
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pecfe, he best knows, who searcheth the hearts 
and trieth the reins of the children of men, I 
did not however resolve to return, till after the 
most serious prayer and self-examination of 
which I was capable; and after doing this I do 
not see it my duty to undertake this work: nor 
am I conscious of any selfish motives in relin¬ 
quishing it. It is true, that this is a work at¬ 
tended with many difficulties and trials, but if I 
know my own heart, it was not the prospect of 
these that induced me to return.” 

The brethren at Serampore on receiving this 
intelligence wrote to him without delay, and 
urged him to prosecute his journey; and with 
their wishes he complied ;—“ but though I am 
going,” he says “ the prospect of such a great 
work makes me go with trembling steps.” 

Arriving at Sadhamuhal he set out thence on 
the 22nd March, accompanied by Mr. William 
Carey and two native preachers. On the 25th, 
they arrived at Barbaree, and on the 27th at a 
village called Jorapakuree, about two miles 
from Bhotehaut. Here they met Dr, Bucha¬ 
nan, who informed them that there was a dis¬ 
pute between the Booteas and the Raja of 
Kooch Behar, which had occasioned the Eng¬ 
lish to send troops into the latter place. They 
were obliged therefore to act with peculiar 
«aation. On the following day the native 

G 
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pteachers were sent into Bhotehaut; and were 
well teceived; but the Booteas having already 
heard of the arrival of two Europeans, manifest¬ 
ed some suspicion. The Katma, or governor 
of the place, however, offered to send them an 
invitation, if they would inform him of their 
,intention to visit him. * Accordingly they ad¬ 
dressed him a note, and were immediately invit¬ 
ed “ to go to him, and spend a few days, and 
tell him their joys and sorrows,” adding that 
the next morning he woiUd send his musicians 
and dancing girls to meet them. At the same 
time hearing that they had no tent, he ordered 
a house to be put up for them. 

“ On Thursday, the 30th March, we sot off to 
Bhotehaut, and arrived before either the danc¬ 
ing girls or musicians met us, which was some 
pleasure to us, as we did not want their compa- 
ny. On our arrival, we went into the market 
place, where a seat was prepared for us under a 
tree. It was a bamboo bed-stead, with a co- 
loured carpet upon it. After we had sat under 
the tree for a few minutes, the Katma came to 
receive us. As he approached, we went a few 
steps towards him and took off our hats ; and 
he also took off his, which is made either of 
Bamboo or cane, and serves at once for hat and 
umbrella. He then presented us with two 
dirty Bootan handkerchiefs ; and we in return 



REV. W. ROBINSON. 


75 


gave him a spy-glass. This done, he held out 
his hands to shake hands with us both at once ; 
and then desired us to be seated, and took a 
seat himself. • After a few compliments passed, 
he asked us to have a cup of his tea, which he 
called coloured water. We then had our table 
set up, and three cups and saucers brought, one 
for him and one for each of us. Before he tast¬ 
ed his tea, he held down his head and said a few 
words in a very serious manner, as though re¬ 
peating some words over it. After taking tea, 
we were presented with a few walnuts which 
the Booteas liad brought from the mountains. 
He then walked with us to the house which he 
had prepared for us ; it was a common Benga¬ 
lee house and the floor spread with sackcloth. 
He ordered that w'e, our servants and horses 
should be supplied with provisions; and after 
staying a few minutes he left us. Soon after¬ 
wards several Booteas came to see us, and cn- 

if ^ 

quired whether we had any liquors. We gave 
them about a spoonful of rum each, but diluted 
it with water, lest they should have too good an 
opinion of it. They drank it out of their own 
wooden cups, which they always carry in their 
pockets, and after drinking it licked them to 
made sure of the last drop. They were very 
much taken with our clothes, and said that as we 
were so well covered from head to foot, it was 
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impossible for the flies to bite us. We asked 
who made their cloths ; they told us that each 
one made his own. From what we could learn 
they have no thread, but what they pick out of 
the cloth. They carry their needless about with 
them in a deer’s horn. Their snuff boxes are 
also made of horn; they are about three inches 
long, and at the bottom an inch wide, of a coni¬ 
cal form with a small hole at the top, through 
which they pour the snuff into the palm of 
their hands, and apply it to the nose. They are 
exceedingly fond of Paun and beetle nut, of 
which they eat so much, that their teeth seem 
to be quite in a state of decay. After dinner 
the Katma came to see us again, when we pre¬ 
sented him with a watch, which he liked very 
well, but did not seem at all sensible of its 
value. When he put it to his ear and heard 
the beating, he asked if it were not a charm. 
We took this opportunity of informing him, 
that we wished to live in the neighbourhood of 
Bhotehaut, and asked him if we might come to 
the market when we pleased. To that he rea¬ 
dily agreed. We said this principally to see 
whether he would ofier us a place in Bhote¬ 
haut; but he gave us no intimation that we 
might reside there. We asked him, if we might 
go jup to the mountains; to which he replied. 
Not till we had gotten a pass from the King. 
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In the evening, he came to tea with us, and 
seemed to like our tea and biscuits very w’eli. 
After tea, we discoursed with him about learn¬ 
ing the Bootan language, on purpose to see 
whether he entertained any jealousy in that res¬ 
pect ; but he appeared very free, and told us the 
names of several things in the Bootan language, 
and said we should learn it by a few months' 
application. We enquired whether they had 
any books in their language. He told us they 
had, and as far as we could understand they 
have also a grammar. Before he left us, he 
gave us very strict orders to have guards set all 
round the house ; and told the people that if 
they stole the least thing belonging to us, he 
■would send them to the Mng, and have their 
heads cut off. 

“ The next day he entered into friendship 
with us; but sent early in the morning to 
ask whether w'O both avished to be his friends, 
or only one of us. We replied, that we 
both wished to enter into friendship with him. 
lie had told us the night before, that he would 
come to breakfast with us in the morning. 
When our breakfast was ready wc accordingly 
sent for him ; and he came attended with a 
number of Booteas. We gave him a plate of 
Khickree, (pulse and rice boiled together,) which 
he said he liked very w'cll; though after eating 
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a little he gave it to the other Booteas, who, 

(f 

each taking a little in his hand, soon devoured 
it. Breakfast being finished we went in com¬ 
pany with the Katma to his own house, which 
is small and near ; the large bungalow in w'hich 
he used to live being out of repair. His 
house is built upon sa^il and bamboo posts ; the 

with notches 
cut in them six or seven inches wide. When 
we came to the sitting place he presented us 
with a handkerchief, shook hands with us, and 
desired us to be seated. We w'cre now in the 
presence of his idol, before which he chese to 
enter intt friendship with us, that it might 
he the more firm and solemn. A small quantity 
of sugar, and a number of oranges and walnuts 

O' o • 

were placed before the idol ; which when w'c 
were seated, were taken up and presented to 
us, a few of which we eat. He then called for 
the tea-pot, and gave us each a cup of tea in 
wooden cups ; but before w^e tasted it, he 
turned his eye toward his idol, and pronounced 
a few words in the same serious lone as he 
did yesterday. After drinking the tea, several 
Bootan blankets were brought to us, with a 
skin' of the musk animal, and a tail of the 
Tartar cow. He then ordered all these pre¬ 
sents to be taken to our bouse. The friend¬ 
ship being consummated, it only remained that 


ascent to it is by tW'O saul trees, 



REV. W. ROBINSON. 


79 


it should be made public; he therefore called 
for some Bengalee drummers and dancing girls, 
and ordered them to play before us; then 
taking us each by the hand, he walked with 
us from his house to ours, where in return for 
the handkerchief he gave us, we each presented 
him with one of our pocket handkerchiefs. He 
also gave us a couple of young horses, which wc 
would rather noi, have take , but were afraid 
to refuse them, lest we should give offence. 
Wc having according to tlie custom, given pre¬ 
sent s in money to the drummers, dancing girls 
and other ai xmclants, the Katma returned to 
his own house. Soon afterwards a Jinkof of 
the Deb Raja arrived at Bliptchaut, who came 
almost iimncdiately to see us, bringing with 
him hi.s lea-pot, to give us each a cup of tea. 
lie preseiited us with a couple of blankets ; 
and we gave hiin a spy-glass, with which he 
was; very well pleased. ^IHie Katma said, he 
was glad wc had given him a spy-glass, because 
being a .linkof of the Deb Raja, he was nearly 
as great a man as himself, and could perhaps 
speak \vell of us up the mountains. The Kat¬ 
ma returned to dinner jvith us, when we were 
informed that there were nearly twenty of his 
servants, who would expect presents from us in 
money. In tlie eyening, the Katma came to see 
us again, when we made presents to his servants 
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and took our leave both of him and them.” 

Returning to Barharee, Mr. Robinson pro¬ 
cured a piece of ground on which he began to 
Build a small house. Shortly after this, the 
native preachers being taken dangerously ill, 
Mr. Carey returned with them to Dinagepore, 

and he remained there alone. 

« 

The summer of 1809 appears to have been 
intensely hot. Mr. Ctirey write?, “ It is a great 
mercy indeed that this journey has not injured 
my health. Tliip weatlier is very liot indeed.- 
Natives have been stiuck : and jet the Lord has 
preserved me, although I liavo been exposed 
from morning to. niglit in the liottest of it, with¬ 
out being able to .avoid it.” Mr. Robinson in 
his anxiety to have his house finished, and rely¬ 
ing perhaps too much upon the strength of 
his constitution, had on one occasion, in May, 
walked out to Shaldanga, a distance of ten miles 
in the heat of the day to procure some mats. 
Two days after this, he was taken with a violent 
fever of a dangerous character w'hlch prevails 
in that part of the country, and. which but 
few Europeans survive. Where the first at- 

I 

tack does not prove fatal, it is often followed 
by similar attacks; and the painful effects— 
frequently vertigo in the head—are experien¬ 
ced for years, rendering close study impraiR- 
cable. Brought low by this fever, and without 
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medical aid, or even a friend to assist him, he 
sent a short unfinished note to Mr. Carey, en¬ 
treating him to come immediately. This re¬ 
quest was instantly complied with and his health, 
was partially restored. 


CHAPTER VII. 


RESIDENCE AT BARBAREE AND CHEERING 
PROSPECTS, FOLLOWED BY HEAVY AFFLICTIONS 
AND TRIALS THE BOOTAN MISSION IS GIVEN 
UP. 


[Thnc, 1809 to May, 1811.] 


In June, 1809, Mr. Robinson came down to 
Sferampore, intending to return with his family 
forthwith. But his wife’s illness, and his own 
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indifferent health prevented his proceeding 
towards Bootan till the 1st of November. . This 
time his journey was fraught with af&ictions 
and trials. He had not proceeded far before 
another attack of fever laid him low. His 
only son was next taken ill ; medical aid 
was not to be liad where they were, 
remedy within their reach was used, but 
the child grew worse ; and after an illness of 
thirteen days, died on the 1st Deer., when they 
had nearly reached Sadhamuhal. “ Our son 
Samuel,” he writes “ was a fine boy ; very live- ‘ 
ly and attractive ; and w’as eight months old 
within five days. This was a heavy stroke to 
rny dear wife, but not so much so to me. I 
feel however but little of a murmuring disposi¬ 
tion, for which I ought to be thankful. The 
Lord gives me strength equal to iny day. I 
am ready to w'onder how I have been carried 
through the trials of the last few days ; surely 
I should have sunk under them if the Lord had 
not been my support, I can see nothing won¬ 
derful or strange in this afilictive providence ; 
for so many and heavy have been my afflictions 
of late that I am become almost familiar wdth 
them. Yet sharp as ray trials have been, I can¬ 
not help thinking that they have done me good.” 

On the morning of the 2nd December, they 
arrived at Sadhamuhal, where they soon after 
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committed the body of their dear little boy to 
the grave. “ The Lord,” he says, “ still supports 
me, and it 5s no small alleviation of this trial, 
that we have been able to give our child a de¬ 
cent interment, which we could not have done, 
had he died a few days sooner. Thus the Lord 
mixes mercy with judgements.” In a letter to 
Dr. Marshraan he writes, “ Strange as it may 
seem, this trial appears light when compared 
with my own illness or that of my wife; be¬ 
cause by each of these I was prevented from 
proceeding to my proper station, and a dark 
cloud thrown over all my prospects; but 
though the death of our child be a trial, yet 
my prospects of usefulness in my work remain 
as fair as ever.” In the same letter, he re¬ 
marks with reference to the work before him. 
“ I often feel much discouraged, when I take 
into consideration the greatness of the work on 
the one hand, and my own inability on the 
other. I see nothing before me, but a scene 
•f much close and persevering study, and I 
am sometimes afraid that my volatile disposi¬ 
tion will not relish such an undertaking. But 
amidst all my discouragements, this is my com¬ 
fort, that Christ has said, ‘ Lo, I am with you,’ 
and he can enable a worm to thresh a mountain.” 

The weak state of Mr. Robinson’s health rffiti- 
det^ it necessary for him to continue awhile at 



84 


MEMOIRS OF TUB 


Dinagepore ; where he was occasionally engaged 
in preaching to the heathen. Finding his health 
sufficiently re-established, he proceeded to 
Barbaree on the 21st February, 1810. The 
Katma, whose friendship he had endeavoured 
to secure in the hope that he would bring 
his efforts to a successful issue by procuring for 
him a Moonshee, had been removed. His own 
house was standing, but had been much damag¬ 
ed. Mrs. Robinson and his children joined 
him on the 24th of March. 

Here he hoped he was for the present at least 
settled ; and with his little family round him^ 
entered upon his duties with a cheerful heart 
and with fresh vigour. In April, he writes, 
The country round here is far from being 
thinly peopled, and presents a wide field for la¬ 
bour and exertion ; and it may be further ob¬ 
served that it is all new ground. A Missionary 
might travel from this place as far west as Pat¬ 
na, and eastward through all Behar and the dis¬ 
trict of Rungpore, quite to the* border of Assam, 
and all the time be breaking up new ground, 
and making known the glad tidings of salvation 
where they have never yet been heard. But 
were a person to confine himself within a few 
miles of this place, there are people enough in 
that small compass to be well worth his atten¬ 
tion. Our situation here is very pleasant, and I 
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think healthful ; we have a fine circulation of 
air, and on the whole a good prospect, which is 
haightened by the frequent sight of the moun¬ 
tains. The weather is much cooler here than at 
Serampore ; while you are almost panting for 
breath under the scorching sun and drying 
winds, we enjoy frequent breezes from the 
North-east, which render us as cool within doors 
as we wish to be.” 

The report that an European had taken up 
his residence in these parts, to proclaim a new 
religion, was spreading very rapidly, and several 
people, excited by curiosity had come many 
miles, to know what this new doctrine might be, 

I have now had preaching at my house three 
Sabbaths : and did not I think that the people 
were excited by curiosity alone, I should jbe in 
great hope that some good would be done 
amongst them. The first Sabbath, my hearers 
were few and attentive ; but the next Sabbath 
I suppose there were forty or more men, besides 
a number of wofhen ; and some persons among 
them heard with attention. Last Sabbath day, 
the congregation was still larger, and consisted 
both of males and females; the house was near¬ 
ly as full as it could be: and before I had done 
numbers had collected at the door.” 

In the meanwhile, Mr. Ifobinson had used 
every effort to secure the services of a Moon- 

H 
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shee to enable him to acquire the Bootan lan¬ 
guage, and there was every ptospect of success. 
The Katma at Bhotehaut had gone up to the 
Deb Raja, and there was no reason to doubt 
that permission might be obtained to enter into 
the very heart of Bootan. 

But alas! these cheering prospects were to con¬ 
tinue but a short time; this temporary suni 
shine was to be followed by a dark and clohdy 
day. Scarcely had a month elapsed before Mr. 
Robinson again lay very dangerously ill, with a 
fresh attack of the Bootan fever. The anxiety 
of Mrs. Robinson’s mind was very deep;— 

w'hat will be the event,” she says, " I cannot 
tell; but my fears are very great. Oh, that the 
Lord may deal with me in mercy.” Her fears 
were* removed, Divine Providence, whose ways 
are inscrutable, raised up her husband, but it 
was to inflict upon him another and a more ter¬ 
rible blow. She was next, laid low. Mr. Ro¬ 
binson writes: — 

“ 4th July.—My dear wife is something bet¬ 
ter, and I hope recovering, though but slowfy, 
I am now removed into my new house, and 
have almost done the preparatory work, neces- 
^ry for this station. I now hope to sit down 
to my studies, and to persue them without in¬ 
terruption. I havb the promise of a Bootan 
Moonshee, whom I expect in a few days, and 
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for whom I am now preparing a house. Not¬ 
withstanding the afflictions that have attended 
my family, never were my prospects in the 

9 

Bootan Mission, so pleasing as they are now% 
This view of things affords abundant reason for 
and thankfulness to my gracious God, 
whose mercies continually follow me. I now 
seem to be on the eve of beginning my life 
time’s work; all that I have hitherto done ap¬ 
pears only preparatory to the great undertaking 
that lies before me. 

“ 10th July.—How uncertain are all earthly 
enjoyments! lam plunged into the depths of 
distress, on account of my wife’s returning ill¬ 
ness. Her end seems near. The fever has re¬ 
turned with increased violence, and she becomes 
weaker every day. She is aw'are that death is at 
hand, but is not terrified at his approach. Death 
is to her no unwelcome messenger. She feels a 
deep sense of her owm unworthiness, but at the 
same time a firm and unshaken faith in Christ. 
To-day, she repeated with much feeling the 
words of the Psalmist, ‘When! walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 
no evil, for Thou art with me; Thy rod and 
Thy staff, they comfort me,’ She several times 
expressed a wish to sing, and repeated with 
peculiar emphasis,*the poet’s words. ‘ When 1 
can read my title clear,’ dec. In the evening 
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after she was in bed, she requested me to join 
her in singing, ‘ Sweet is the work, my God, 
my King,’ &c.; hut I was too far overwhelm¬ 
ed with grief to gratify her in this respect. A 
few minutes afterwards I left the room, when 
I heard her employing the little remains of Rer 
strength in singing the praises of her Redeem¬ 
er. When I asked her if there was any pas¬ 
sage of Scripture, which she wished to be spok¬ 
en from after her decease, she replied that if 
any improvement was made of her death, she 
wished Dr. Carey to speak from those words in 
the first Epistle to Timothy. ‘ This is a faith¬ 
ful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came in the world to save sinners, 
of whom I am chief,’ especially the latter 
clause. She wished me to write as affection- 
ately as I could to her mother, and a serious let¬ 
ter to each of her brothers. Upon my asking 
her whether she felt any C9ncern about leaving 
me and the children, she replied, that the Lord 
would be my Preserver, and that she wished the 
children to be sent to Serampore, repeating a 
promise that sister Marshman made to her when 
ill at Calcutta last year, that she would be a 
mother to her children. She was much affected 

I 

with the goodness of God to her in bringing 
her under the sound of His feospel while there 
we^e none of her relations, she remarked, of* 
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wKom she could hope well, except her mo¬ 
ther.” 

On the following day she appeared better, 
but he encountered a fresh disappointment. 
The Moonshee whom he had expected was 
taken ill, and returned to his village. 

“ 15th July.—Yesterday my wfe had less of 
the fever, and I began to indulge a little hope; 
but to-day the fever has returned and she is 
weaker than ever. Still her mind is calm, and 
her fears but few, while her hope is firm and 
steadfast. I hope I feel a little resignation, 
though I frequently feel a great unwillingness 
to part with so dear an object. If the Lord 
take her away, I have scarcely a doubt in my 
own mind concerning the reason of his conduct, 
for it appears plain to me that liis design in act¬ 
ing thus is to open a way for me into Bootan 
the easier. Perhaps I may find difiiculties in 
attempting an entrance into that country, which 
with a wife and family, it will be almost impos¬ 
sible to encounter, while a single man may en¬ 
counter and overcome them with comparative 

ease. Should this be the case, the Lord is dis- 

* 

engaging me from the affairs of this life, that I 
may please Him who hath called me to be a 
soldier. Vv^hile I view matters in this light, to 
be unwilling to part with this earthly comfort 
would be to act directly contrary to the w'ords 
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of Him, who hath said, * He that loveth wife, 
and children more than me is not worthy of 
me.’ It has been my prayer that God would 
open the way before me into Bootan, and this 
1 hope he will do, but perhaps in a manner that 
I never expected. Who can tell but by this 
afflictive Providence, he may be answering my 
prayers j and removing what he sees would for 
some reason or other, be a great hinderance out 
of my way ? Should this be the case I ought 
not to repine at his conduct, but to approve of 
what he does. 

“ 23rd July.—During the last week my dear 
wife appeared to have but little fever ; yet alas> 
there are no signs of recovery. To-day 1 set 
off with her to Dinagepore to try whether the 
river air would have any good effect upon 
her.” 

Arriving at Dinagepore on the 25th, they re¬ 
ceived very kind attentions from Mr. Fernan¬ 
dez and the members of his family; but on the 
29th Mr. Robinson writes:— 

“ A day long to be remembered by me. 
It has cut off all my hopes, and realized 
all my fears. My dear wife is gone, and 
I have reason long to deplore the loss 1 
have this day sustained; though through grace, 
my loss is her gain. About forty minutes 
after nine, she sunk away without a sigh or 
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a groan apparently as easily as a person falls 
into a sleep. I believe my dear companion 
is now happy ; and though she cannot return to 
me, yet I hope ^o go to her, and to meet 
her in that world where parting is known no 
more. Now she is gone, and I can no more 
profit by her company, let me profit by the 
example she has left. She was truly of a 
meek and quiet spirit. O that I may be 
enabled in this respect to imitate her. Her 
retnains were interred in the evening in Brother 
Fernandez’s garden, by the tomb of his two 
children. Brother F., prayed over her grave, 
and we left the sleeping dust to the care of 
liiin who. will raise it up at the last day.” 

A brief memoir of Mrs. Robinson wiis. 
afterwards published in the Circular letters 
for September, 1810. 

Immediately after this heavy afiliction, a 
fresh trial awaited him. He received intelligence 
that his house at Barbaree had been broken 
into and two baskets of wearing apparel carried 
off. He therefore without delay returned to 
Barbaree with his now motherless children. 
He was enabled to hope that God had tried 
him for his good, and was even in this painful 
dispensation, opening a way for an answer to 
many and fervent prayers. “ My afflictions 
now seemed a proof that God had not forgotten 
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me, but was determined to bring me to himself, 
though it should be by a chastising rod. 
Thus I was comforted, and by the exercise 
of faith was enabled to e:y;ract sweet from 
the bitter, and food from the medicine.** 

Writing to his mother upon this subject he • 
says, “ you will wish to know how I was sup¬ 
ported under this trial. I have found that God 
is faithful. He has given me much more sup¬ 
port than I expected. Though I have been 
wading in the floods of aifliction, yet as Pe^ce 
says, ‘ Singing as I vrade to heaven. Sweet 
affliction : and my sins are all forgiven,’ This 
has been something of my experience.” 

Shortly after this, having had another attack 
of the fever, Mr. Robinson went down to Se- 
rampore with his children, and committing them 
to the care of Mrs. Dr. Marshman, left again 
on the 29th of October, accompanied by Mr. 
Cornish, a young man who having expressed a 
desire to devote himself to evangelistic labours, 
was permitted to spend a portion of his proba¬ 
tionary period in a visit to Bootan. On this 
journey, Mr. Robinson suflcred much from a 
frequent recurrence of the fever which compell¬ 
ed him to remain among his kind friends at Di- 
nagepore for a season. 

On the 4th of January, 1811, he writes; 
“ God has now brought me through another year. 
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but never did I experience a year like the past. 
It has been a year of great hopes and heavy 
trials. During the last year God has surely 
been digging about and dunging this cumberer 
of the ground, and oh ! that this year I may 
bring forth that fruit which may now be so 
justly expected of me. I am going to engage 
in a great work, and though disappointed 
hitherto, I cannot help hoping for success. For 
what other end can my late trials be designed 
to answer, but to sanctify me, and fit me for 
the work before me ? O Lord ! this year may I 
find a permanent settlement in Bootan, and in 
order that this may be the case, I now in thy 
strength, dedicate body and soul to thy service 
for the salvation of the people of that country. 
O Lord, give me wisdom to know what steps I 
ought to take; give me zeal and patience in 
the prosecution of every proper plan, and crown 
my exertions with success.” 

On the 10th January, he had a visit from the 
brother of the Katma with whom be had enter¬ 
ed into friendship, accompanied by his son, a 
lad of eighteen years of age. They brought 
with them a present of some walnuts, wax and 
cow’s tails, with a request from the Katma that 
goods, principally cloth, to the value of 600 Rs. 
might be sent to him, and promising to restore 
the amount in a few months in goods from 
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Bootan. Although Mr, Robinson did not wish 
to offend him, yet he felt this was a requisition 
with which he could not comply. The youth, 
who accompanied his father was able to read and 
write in the Bootea language, and Mr. Robin¬ 
son seized the opportunity thus offered of ac¬ 
quiring as large a knowledge of it, as the abili¬ 
ties of his youthful instructor, and his limited 
stay could afford. A hundred and fifty words, 
with some idea of the terminations of the cases* 
was all he could obtain. * 

On the 17th January", Mr. Robinson with 
Mr. and Mrs. Cornish and their infant son, 
set out for Barbaree, where they arrived on the 
19th. He immedieately addressed a letter to 
the Sooba at Chamurchee requesting permission 
to pay him a visit and the letter was to be des¬ 
patched on the following day; but as Mr. Ro¬ 
binson truly remarks, “We know not what a 
day may bring forth, he whose unerring 
Providence guides all our affairs, has seen fit 
to exercise me with another heavy trial.” 

On the night of the 22nd, they had scarcely 
retired to rest, before the watchman called to 
Mr. Cornish, and said that he had observed a 
man about the premises who, he thought was 
of a suspicious appearance. Apprehending that 
it was but a single thief, Mr. Cornish fired his 
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gun, and without reloading it, went to bed, 
Just as he was falling asleep, he was again 
aroused by a great noise, and soon found that 
a band of robbers were seeking entrance into 
the house. Perceiving one of them pass by 
his window, he struck at him with the butt 
end of his gun, and was in the act of loading 
it, when two spears were thrust at him, by 
which he was wounded, in one place rather 
severely. They then broke into the house ; and 
the noise they made woke Mr. Robinson, who 
immediately put on a few clothes and came 
out. The room being dark he was not observ¬ 
ed ; and having no idea of the number of the 
robbers, but perceiving that they were armed, 
he passed into the pantry and provided him¬ 
self with a carving knife. In the mean while, 
they set fire to some straw; and seeing him 
come out with a knife, some of them attacked 
him. He now saw, by the aid of the fire they 
had made, that there were about fifty or sixty 
of them, armed with spears; he therefore re¬ 
tired, and tying the carving knife to the end 
of a bamboo, came upon them again ; but they 
struck at him with their spears, and indicted 
on him four wounds, one of which on the 
breast was a severe one, and but that the point 
of the spear struck on a bone, might have 
proved fatal. Finding it impossible, single 
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Jtianded, to put them all to flight, he made his 
escape by a back door; and going round to 
the window of Mr. Cornish’s room, said, “ come 
away, or we shall all be murdered.” Mr. and 
Mrs. Cornish without a moments delay, jumped 
out at the wdndow. Their babe was asleep in 
bed. Mr. Robinson, got in, and taking the 
babe in his arms followed them, Mrs. Cornish 
leading the way. Their were three entrances 
to the premises, at each of which, unknown to 
them, some of the band of robbers had been 
stationed to cut off their escape. Providentially, 
however, Mrs. Cornish did not go in the direc¬ 
tion of either of these, but went another way, 
where they had to scale a wall. While going 
along, Mr. Cornish’s foot struck against the 
body of a man laying in their way.” It was 
their cook, supposing he was asleep, they 
shook him; he answered with a deep hollow 
groan. He had been mortally wounded. They 
could not then stop to attend to him, scaling 
the wall, they entered a neighbouring village, 
and knocked at the door of every house, beg¬ 
ging admittance, and shelter for the remainder 
of the night: but this was denied them. They 
passed on, and went some way into an adjoin¬ 
ing field where they remained till morning, ex¬ 
posed to the open air in a cold January night: 
and such was the nervous excitement into 
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^vliich they were thrown, that the rustling of a 
leaf made them tremble. In the mean wliile, 
the robbers plundered the house, and destroyed 
every thing they could lay their hands upon. 

Mr. Cornish had a little apprentice girl named 
Janetta, wno on the first alarm, ran out of the 
bed-room into the pantry; but the robbers 
coining into that place and seeing her, exclaimed, 

‘ Here is one of the Sahib’s people.’ One of 
them searched her breast for money; but find¬ 
ing none he was about to kill her ; upon which 
holding up her hands to another of the ruffians, 
she said, * I am but a poor little girl, do not 
kill me.’ The fellow answered, ‘ If you will 
show Us where the money is, you shall not be 
hurt.’ She accordingly directed them to the 
two bed-rooms, into which they all rushed, when 
she embraced the opportunity of escaping at the 
back-door, and concealed herself in the store- 
room.” After committing all the depredation 
tliey could, the robbers left the house, and 
perceiving that the Missionaries had escaped, 
they next entered the village where protection 
had been sought in vain, apparently with 
the determination of murdering them: but 
not finding them there they dispersed. At dawn 
of day, Mr. Robinson and his companions 
returned home, and there beheld a shocking 
sight. Two of their servants lay dead, and a 

I 
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third was so severely wounded that he survived 
only a few hours. “ J ust before the door lay a 
number of broken boxes, books, papers, and 
our portable desks, all stained with the blood 
of our murdered servants. Withim the house 
all was confusion and destruction; almost every 
thing that they were able to break was dashed 
to pieces; and the books all thrown in heaps or 
scattered about the house. Our clothes, gen¬ 
erally speaking, were all gone. Perhaps you 
can better conceive than I describe the appear¬ 
ance of a house which had been plundered for 
three hours by a band of fifty robbers and mur¬ 
derers.” 

Mr. Robinson and his friends proceeded with¬ 
out delay to Dinagepore, in order to repair 
their loss as far as possible. Here, he says 
“ we have met with a most hospitable reception 
from our dear Brother and Sister Fernandez, 
and the other members of their family, for which 
may the Lord reward them. And now O my 
soul, erect thy Ebenezer; and say. Hitherto hath 
the Lord helped me ; and let me say with 
Paul, He that hath delivered, doth deliver, and 
I trust also that he will deliver.” Writing to 
his father upon the subject, he says, “ We may 
not only say, ‘Not a’single shaft can hit, till 
the God of love sees fit,’ but even a spear, if it 
does hit, cannot enter without his permission.” 
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It may be just remarked here, that in 181G, 
while Mr. Robinson was at Java, the persons 
who committed this robbery met with condign 
punishment. Three were hanged; two ring¬ 
leaders with several of their accomplices were 
condemned, some to perpetual, and others to 
temporary imprisonment with hard labour and 
thirty-nine lashes each. 

Shortly after that event Mr. Robinson des¬ 
patched a letter to the Sooba of Chamurchee, 
requesting permission to go thither; but the 
Booteeas being at war with the Raja of Kooch 
Behar, the messenger was seized and imprison¬ 
ed ; and after several days was released by 
the Katma of Bhotehaut. Mr. Robinson then 
proceeded himself to Barbaree, intending to 
go on thence to Jorepakuree, Bhotehaut, and 
Chamurchee; earnestly hoping that his pre¬ 
sent efforts might be attended wdth suc¬ 
cess. After so many and such sad disap¬ 
pointments, he thought, that if now he did not 
succeed, it might be safely concluded, that Pro¬ 
vidence was by these means pointing out to 
him the propriety of directing his attention to 
another field of labour. We cannot do bet¬ 
ter than quote his own words; “ I am now 
through the goodness of God, and the kindness 
of my friends provided with a supply of clothes 
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sufficient for this journey. I have made me a 
small tent of sack-cloth so that I shall not ho 
exposed to the night air, should I find no 
house to sleep in. Through the generosity of 
ray dear Brother Femandesi, I have now a large 
horse to ride upon, which I hope will render 
the fatigue of travelling mucli less than I have 
hitherto found it on a small horse. But I am 
going into a part of the country where expe¬ 
rience has taught me the danger I shall be in 
from robbers. The attainment of my object is 
very precarious, yea, almost improbable, and I 
am going alone. I fear venturing my life, be¬ 
cause I am afraid 1 am unfit to die. I dare 
not refuse to venture my life, lest by endea- 
vouring to save, I should lose it. Besides should 
I relinquish my present undertaking, because 
it is a dangerous one, I shall dishonor God, and 
prove myself unfit for the kingdom of Heaven. 
I must therefore go on. However, I will draw 
some hope from that which almost fills me with 
despair; for who can tell but this attempt, made 
in so much weakness, and under so many un¬ 
promising circumstances, may be the very at¬ 
tempt which God will bless, that the glory may 
be all His own. This is God’s usual way; out 
of weakness he perfects strength, that the ex¬ 
cellency of the power may be of Him and not 
of man, O Lord, in thy strength I would go ; 
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own me. as thy instrument in this great work, 
but help me always to give Thee the glory.” 

Arriving at Barbaree, he says, “The sight 
of this place is now enough to make me miser¬ 
able, since it is the scene of my greatest troubles. 
This time, last year, I was here with my wife 
and children round me. Since then what a dread¬ 
ful change has taken place. My wife is dead, 
my children arc g^ne, my little property has 
been plundered, and I have narrowly escaped 
with my life. To-day I learned that the Da- 
koits had laid the plan for robbing my house 
before I left Sadhamuhal.” 

On coming to Bhotehaut, he found that the 
war still continued ; but obtained permission 
to remain there, till he should receive an an¬ 
swer from the Katma of Chamurchee, to an 
apj)lication for permission to pay him a visit. 
He soon found however that he was regarded as 
an unwelcome visitor, and therefore proceeded 
W'ithout delay to Minagurce, where he had an 
interview with the Katma. “ He received me,” 
he says, “sitting on a low bench covered with 
carpets. I put into his hand, a looking glass, 
two Rupees, and a tea-cup. He then desired 
me to be seated, and one of his servants tied 
two handkercliiefs round my head, the one 
v/hite and the other red. The servants then 
brought three more handkerchiefs as presents, 
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all which I was obliged to receive, but I told 
them that since the Dakoits had plundered my 
house, I had but little to give, and therefore 
did not wish to jeceive much. After a few words 
had passed, the Katma asked me, if I had 
brought my wife with me. One of my people 
told him that she was dead, and that I ^vas come 
alone. Determined to accommodate me, he 
pointed to a good looking female, that was 
sitting at a little distance, and told me to take 
her; she was his, he said, but there would 
be no fault in taking her: and when he came to 
my country, he would take one from thence. I 
told him that I would have no woman that was 
not married to me, and that though I could ex¬ 
change any thing else with him, I could not 
exchange ivomen ; for that would be a fault. 
* Well,’ he says, ‘ we do it; but it is no fault.’ 
After staying about half an hour I left him. 
The manner. in which I was received testified 
that the Katma was glad to see mo, for he 
gave me a seat nearly as good as his own, nor 
did he forget to bum the aromafic wood, which 
is a token of great respect. 

“ On the following morning, the Nama Goo- 
roo, a priest, came to see me, and took a cup of 
tea with me. He seems a free good natured 
man; but speaks Bengalee so imperfectly, that 
I could not hold any conversation with him. 
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but by means of an interpreter. In the after¬ 
noon I went to see the Katma, and was with 
him perhaps an hour. I took this oppor¬ 
tunity to ask him for a Moonshee; but he 
did not satisfy me by telling me that he would 
give me one, and yet he did not seem to dis¬ 
approve of my request. He gave me the Al¬ 
phabet to read, and corrected my pronunciation 
where it waS wrong. Being the time at which 
tliey drink tea, the Katma asked me whether 
I would go, or stay and drink tea with hin>. 
I chose to stay, thinking he would be pleased 
with my so doing; and he then ordered me to 
sit as he did, with my legs crossed like a tailor. 
I took off my shoes, and immediately complied 
with his desire. 

“ On the next day, five of the Katma’s prin¬ 
cipal servants sent back five of the looking 
glasses, that I gave them yesterday, saying that 
they did not want them. This I knew to be 
a certain sign of their mspleasure; had I 
given them things to the value of several Ru¬ 
pees, they would have been well pleased, but 
this it was not in my power to do ; I therefore 
sent back the five handkerchiefs I had been 
favoured with yesterday. Soon afterwards the 
woman that the Katma wished to give me, 
came into my tent. Understanding that her 
business was only to obtain a looking glass. 
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I gave her one, and she immediately returned 
to the Katma’s house. I now began to fear 
that my journey would prove fruitless; how¬ 
ever I was determined to go once more to 
the Katma, and try what could be done. He 
seemed as friendly as before, and after a little 
conversation, he resumed the subject of iny 
learning the Boo tan language. The woman 
he had olfered me, was sitting just before him, 
and he told me to take her, for she, he said, 
was able to teach me. I told him, that slit' 
was another man’s wife, and that 1 would have 
nothing to do with her. He then told me 
that there was no person he could give to gi) 
with me. I asked him if he would give me 
leave to build a small house, and stay there. 
He said, he could not do that without orders 
from the Deb Rajah; but I might come and 
stay a few days, whenever 1 pleased, and he 
would be glad to see me. I then asked him 
if he would W'lite to the Deb Rajah for 
leave for me to stay there, and learn the 
language ; he said he would write the next day, 
and if the Rajah gave me leave to stay, 1 
should be at no loss for a tutor ; for he would 
teach me himself, if I could get no other 
teacher. I gave him a large looking glass to 
be sent to the Rajah, and asked him when 
I might except an answer. He said, ‘ In about 
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twenty days,’ and if I would send a person 
here at the close of that time, he would inform 
me what the Rajah’s answer was. He then 
wished to know how long I intended staying 
at Minagurcc. I f^old him that if he would 
wTitc to the Rajall I had no further business 
here, and would go tlie next day.” 


The rc]jly ot the Deb Rajah which was 
received on the 18th of hlay, clearly showed 
an unwillingness to permit an European to 
reside in his^ territories; and Mr. Robinson 
considered this a sufficient indication of Provi¬ 
dence that he should seek another field of 
labour. Thus closed these fibrts to form a 
IM isnion at Root in. Whether the failure bo 


attributed l)y the C-hristian world to the weak- 
ness of th(' agency used, or whetlier we look 
for the cause to a higher source, and bow to 
the counsel of Him, who doeth according to 
IIis will in the armies of heaven, and among 
tl'.e inliabitants of the earth, it is sufficient 
for us to know, that during nearly half a 
century tliat has elapsed since then, no second 
eflbrt has been made. Bootan is still enveloped 
in thick folds of darkness, and sin and Satan 
maintain their sway upon its hills and in its 
valleys, unopposed, unmolested;—and no man 


cares for tlie Bootea’s soul. But prayers for 
Bootan are recorded in heaven, and the souls 
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of those who oifered them, still cry, “ Lord! 
how long!” 


CHAPTER VIII. 


REMOVAL TO JAVA,—MALACCA. 

[1811 to 1813.] 


The Mission to Bootan having thus been 
given up, and it being still improbable that 
Mr. Robinson could obtain permission to re¬ 
side within the territories of the East India 
Company, he determined, if possible, to go to 
Java. It will be remembered that at this time 
the war on the continent was at its* height, and 
the English had undertaken an expedition to 
that Island, which, on the incorporation of 
Holland in 1810, had become a part of the 
French empire. He was not therefore able 
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to make preparations for his departure,. until 
intelligence had been received of the sue- 
cess of that expedition. In the mean while 
lie was invited to remove to Goamalty to as¬ 
sist Mr. Mardon in Missionary labour. He 
continued there from July to November 1811, 
but the state of his health was such as to render 
him unfit for much active work, and the.*climate 
was by no means favourable to his recovery. 
He subsequently wrote ; “ During my stay 

there, I Avas able to do nothing towards as_ 
sisting Brother Mardon. This was a time 
of great humiliation, both before God and 
in mine own eyes, and I hope the feelings I 
then had, were the means of fitting me, in some 
measure, for the great work that lay before 
me.” 

|,n November, he returned to Seramporc in 
better health, but still suffering from a quar¬ 
tan ague. About this time, in a letter to his 
mother, he says, “ I expect soon to go to Java, 
an Island about a month’s voyage from Bengal. 
1 cannot of course, expect to see my children 
again for a long time, if ever; but I must not 
prefer them to Christ and his service. You will 
observe from my letters that I have been exer¬ 
cised with many trials, and you would like 
to know perhaps, what support I have had 
under them. I cannot say that my comforts h&re 
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always been great. I have been kept from 
sinking into despair; and in many instances that 
is all I can say ; though at other times, I have 
had a good share of support and comfort. I 
have experienced some remarkable deliver¬ 
ances, such as my narrow escape from death, 
•when the persons wounded me, who had just 
before ■-'killed my servant. Such instances of 
Divine goodness call for thankfulness, and 
ought to excite me to put my trust in God in 
tlie most unlimited maimer ; but alas! I often 
feel an unbelieving heart, which distrusts the 
God who has so often delivered me.” In con¬ 
clusion, he adds, Do not, my dear mother, 
fear for me, nor sorrow for me. I am in the 
hands of God, and he, I trust, will help me 
through.” 

As soon as he W'os able, he began the st^dy 
of the Malay language. In the following 
month, intelligence of the conquest of Java 
was received, and in January 1812, Doctor 
Marshman waited on Lord Minto, to converse 
with him on the subject- of Mr. Robinson’s 
proceeding thither as a Missionary. His Lord- 
ship was pleased to permit an application to be 
addressed to him, and on the 27th an answer 
was received to the elfect, that, “ alfliough Go¬ 
vernment did not think proper to interfere in 
the affairs of Java, his Lordship saw no objec- 
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tion to his proceeding thither, feeling assured 
that he would conduct himself in a manner per¬ 
fectly agreeable to the laws of that settlement.” 

On the 13th of January, he was married to 

Miss Margaret Gordon, daughter of Mr. Adam 

Gordon, one of the Deacons of the Baptist 

Church in Calcutta. Not long after this she 

was taken ill, and for nearly nine weeks was 

• _ 

not quite out of danger. The anxiety attending 
her illness, brought on a return of the agiie 
from which Mr. Robinson had so long suffered. 
Both were however mercifully restored, and 
Mrs. Robinson was on the 28th of April bap¬ 
tized and added to the Church at Serampore. 

In May a passage was secured on board the 
Margaret ; and in anticipation of his departure 
the following letter was addressed to him, by 
the *oenior Missionaries at Serampore:— 

“ Amidst all the trials which you and we have 
passed through since wc came together in this 
blessed work, (necessary no doubt to lit us 
for greater usefulness) it is a great consolation 
to us to behold the way in which God is pro¬ 
viding for the wants of Bengal, and thus en¬ 
abling European brethren to cultivate those parts 
inaccossible*to the natives of this Province ; 
and opening to our colleagues prospects similar 
to those enjoyed around us. 


J 
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You appear to have a plain call to labour 
in Java, and a more interesting scene of labour 
vou could not have : the Dutch Christians ; the 
converted and unconverted Malays ; the Chinese 
settlers, and the Javanese all call you to your 
work, and we pray that from them all you and 
your future colleagues may have many souls for 
your hire. 

We wish you to consider yourself, however, 
as a Javanese Missionary. You must, depending 
on the Divine blessing, secure their language 
so as to preach to them, and to give them the 
Holy Scriptures in their own tongue. You will 
find a necessity for the Dutch and Malay lan¬ 
guages ; but if you should not be able, by calls 
of immediate duty to learn accurately the three 
languages, let the Javanese at any rate be first 
secured. When you have ascertained the lan¬ 
guage best understood by the great body of 
nominal Christians, procure and send us manu¬ 
scripts of Catechisms and tracts, and we will 
print them for you. The work of Catechising 
and preaching in English, may be a kind of 
relaxation to you amidst your study of the 
languages. 

I f you should have a clear opening to begin 
an English School, we would have y^u embrace 
it, that you may meet as much as possible the 
extremely low state of the Society’s Funds. 
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We recommend to you the most rigid economy 
remembering that poverty in a Missionary never 
lowers his character in the sight of liis neigh¬ 
bours. You must be guided in some measure 
by the state of things on the island whether 
you will rent or build a dwelling house ; though 
we think you should not begin to build till you 
have ascertained which is the most healthful 
spot, and the most likely to suit you in prose¬ 
cuting your work. 

We cannot direct you absolutely respecting 
the precise sum you may draw from the house 
upon which you will have a letter of credit, 
but wc hope to hear from you as soon as pos¬ 
sible, respecting the probable amount of your 
monthly wants, after which you shall have more 
precise directions on this head. 

We think you should engage the labours 
of any truly godly native of Holland, should 
you find such a 2 )erson qualified to assist in 
the work, and whom you will do w'Cll to en¬ 
gage on a small salary. Of course you will em¬ 
ploy all the necessary helps you can meet with 
in learning the necessary languages. 

We shall be able to supply you from time to 
time with the Chinese Scripture s to distribute 
among that large body of these people which 
we hear reside upon the Island. Let these 
people be objects of your attention. 
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Correspond as often as you can with the 
brethren of the 14th Regt., and exhort them to 
continue stedfast in the Apostolic doctrine, 
and in breaking of bread and in prayer. 

Pay every degree of respect to the membej^ 
of Government ; and show them that you will 
prosecute no plans but what tend to the stabili¬ 
ty of civil authority, and with all classes of 
Europeans cultivate a friendly intercourse, with¬ 
out however imbibing the spirit of the world, 
and without meddling with the politics of the 
day. Let it be manifest that tlie kingdom you 
seek is not of this world. Use hospitality, and 
show every degree of attention to the poor 
natives. 

We shall be happy to receive frequent com¬ 
munications for our Circular Letters, not forget¬ 
ting all the facts you can collect, respecting the 
language, religion, manners, &c. of the Javanese 
and Malays. 

Above all, dear brother, on embarking in this 
work, make a through consecration of yourself 
and your all to God. Your progress and real 
usefulness absolutely depend on your pleasing 
God. He will be with us while we are with 
him. It is said of one, that, ‘ he was a good 
man and full of the Holy Ghost,—and ( as a 
consequence) much people were added to the 
Lord.’ Let us live, not unto yourselves, but 
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unto him that died for us and rose again. Car¬ 
ry the savour and the spirit of the gospel with 
you into every company, and let a fervent piety 
urge you to he instant in season and out of 
season, and to abound always in the work of the 
Lord; and then assuredly your labour shall not 
be in vain in the Lord. 

Be assured we shall participate in all your 
joys and sorows.” 

Before they had embarked the vessel on which 
their passage had been taken was pronounced 
unsafe; but *08 the Captain made no hesita¬ 
tion about prosecuting the voyage, Mr. Robin¬ 
son, ardently desirous of reaching the scene of 
his future labours, determined at all events tO’ 
proceed in her. On the 3 Ist May, he wrote to 
Dr. Marshman^—“ I am sorry to inform you 
that the vessel on which I am going to sail 
is, by every person who knows her, consider¬ 
ed very improper for such a voyage at this time 
of the year. I do not however hesitate about 
going, as I am persuaded that all my times are 
in the hands of the Lord, and had he seen 
fit, he could easily have prevented me from 
taking a passage in her. He who sees the end 
from the beginning has so ordered it that I am 
to go in a very unsafe vessel and at a very 
stormy season of the year; but this is my 
consolation that God foreknew all this, though 



114 


MEMOIRS OF THE 


he has permitted things to take such a turn, 
and hence I infer that all is right. I therefore 
commit myself to his care, hoping at the same 
time to live one that is waiting for the com¬ 
ing of the Lord. Should this voyage prove 
fatal, still I hope ^that all will not be lost. 

I hope my soul is safe in Christ: and sudden 
death I hope will be sudden glory. I feel I 
dare commit my soul into the hands of my 
Redeemer, and thus I would go forth. If I 
live, I hope it will be to him; and if I die, I 
have but little fear, but I shall die to him. The 
will of the Lord be done.” 

On the 9th of June, they went on board ; 
but on the day the pilot left the vessel, she 
encountered a heavy gale, which lasted for 
several days ; and the ship and *cargo were so 
much damaged as to render it necessary to put 
back to Calcutta, where, protected by a gra¬ 
cious Providence, they arrived in safety on the 
iiith June. 

It was not till March of the following year, . 
that a passage in another vessel could be secur¬ 
ed. In the mean while his time was odcupied, 
partly in preaching and partly in efforts to ac¬ 
quire a further knowledge of the Dutch and 
Malay languages. His labours both in Eng¬ 
lish and Bengalee at this time seem to have 
been attended with some success. Many among 
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the soldiers of the Regiments stationed in Fort 
William, and some in the congregation at the 
Lall Bazar Chapel, were awakened to serious 
thought under his ministry. AnfMig the natives 
ih Calcutta and its vicinity, he also preach¬ 
ed without any opposition from Government; 
and although no immediate fruit appears to 
have resulted from these labours, yet upwards 
of twenty years after, when in the Providence of 
God he was again brought to Calcutta, he had 
the pleasure of baptizing a native who had been 
led to seek an interest in the Saviour from the 
perusal of a tract he had received on one of 
those occasions in Kidderpore.—“ Cast thy bread 
upon the waters, for thou shalt find it after 
many days.” 

* 

In August, unother attack of fever brought 
him very low. “ In this light affliction,” he. 
writes, “ much mercy has been mixed, ft might 
have been more severe and it might have con¬ 
tinued much longer ; but God hath graciously 
made it both short and light. But oh! may 
this affliction be sanctified; may it make me 
more pure; and cause me to grow in grace, 
that I may be in due time made meet to be a 

partaker of the inheritance of saints in light.” 

« 

Fresh trials now awaited him, which threaten¬ 
ed for a time, to prevent his proceeding to Java 
at all. On the 11 th of August, Messrs. Johns 
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and ■ Lawson, had arrived from England by way 
of America. At first little or no notice ap- 
pears to have been taken of their arrival; 
and the EnglM Government had for two or 
three years previous to this, not only per¬ 
mitted the Missionaries to labour in various 
parts of the country without molestation, but 
even countenanced, and in some measure, en¬ 
couraged them ; so that hopes began to be 
entertained that the storm of opposition had 
already blown over. But about the beginning of 
1813, the Anti-Missionary spirit was again 
roused; and Messrs. Robinson, Johns and Law- 
son were ordered to leave the country, and re¬ 
turn to England by the first opportunity. Ef¬ 
forts were made to obtain permission for them 
to remain; but in reply to such an application, 
the following letter was received by Dr. Marsh- 

■» 

man in 'March, 1813 ;— 

“ I am directed by the Right Honorable the 
Governor General in Council to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter dated the 30 th Janu¬ 
ary last, regarding Messrs. Johns, Lawson and ‘ 
Robinson, and ,to inform you that it is contrary 
to the positive orders of the Honorable the 
Court of Directors for the Government to per¬ 
mit . British subjects who come out to India, 
without their express permission, to remain in 
this country. His Lordship, under all the cir- 
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cumstances of their cases, does not feel himself 
warranted in according to the indulgence soli¬ 
cited by you on their behalf. 

Messrs. Lawson, Johns andl|flobinson will 
therefore be respectfully desired to prepare 
tliemselves to embark for England, on one of 
the sliips of the next fleet, expected to sail from 
this Port by the 1st of April next. 

C. M. Ricketts, 

f ' 

Secretary to Govt. 

Council Cliamher^ 

5th March, 1813. 

Before this letter reached Scrampore, Mr. 
Robinson, acting upon the tacit permission of 
the Governor General in January, 1812, had 
secured a passage on board the Trowbridge, and 
embarked on the Gth of March. The vessel 
had been engaged by the Honourable Company 
to carry troops and horses thi£her; and the 
Officer in command started many objections to 
his proceeding with them ; but these were all 
overruled. Effbits were also made by Govern¬ 
ment to prevent his proceeding thither but 
these were too late; the vessel had already 
gone out to sea. 

On her way, the Trowbridge touched at Ma¬ 
lacca. The following extract from an account 
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of this settlement in 1813, communicated in a 
letter to Dr. Marshman, may be read with 
interest. 

“ The town*of Malaccd* is situated close to 
the sea side, but the jurisdiction of the En¬ 
glish Government extends to the distance of 50 
or 60 miles inland. Formerly there was a 
small fort here, which commanded the landing 
place; but since the town has been in the pos¬ 
session of the English, the ramparts have been 
permitted to fall down. In the middle of the 
fort is a small hill, on the top of which stands 
the old Dutch Church; which has for many 
years been disused, on account of its being 
out of repair. A new Church has been built 
by the side of the hill, but that also is 
out of repair, and is for the present shut up. 
The Governor’s house is in the Fort, and so 
are the houses of all the English inhabitants, 
except one. The fort is divided from the town 
by a small river, over which is a draw-bridge. 
At the mouth of this river is the landing place, 
where their are uaany boats lying ready to at¬ 
tend on the ships, which generally anchor at 

the distance of two or three miles from the town. 
_ ♦ 

These boats are all manned with Malays ; they 
have no cover over them as the boats in Bengil 
have, and are built much in the manner of a 
ship’s jolly boat. Small as the river here is, its 
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source remains unknown ; all that the Dutch 
could tell me about it was, that it takes its rise 
beyond a mountain which is situated about 
three days’ journey ^ the counify. The river 
is navigated to tliis distance for the sake of 
commerce, and it seems that no one has had 
the curiosity to go further than the hope of gain 
called him. 

The Governor is a Major of the Engineer 
establishment of Bombay. His name is Far- 
quhar. He has been here seventeen years, from 
the time that the English first got possession of 
Malacca. He is a mild, humane gentleman, 
and is much esteemed by all classes of the in¬ 
habitants. 

The town of Malacca is neither large nor ele¬ 
gant ; the streets are very narrow, and the roads 
very sandy. There is a brick pavement before 
the better sort of houses, but as this pavement 
is crossed at the end of every house by a Wall, it 
is of no service to passengers. The inhabitants 
of tile town and suburb consist of Dutch, half 
Dutch and half Malays, Portuguese and Chi¬ 
nese. Of real Dutchmen there are but few; 
those bom in Holland are said not to ex¬ 
ceed eight or ten. The descendants of Euro¬ 
peans and Portuguese are numerous ; and the 
number of Chinese in the town and suburbs 
is said to be six thousand. The Malay popu- 
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lation is not small either in the town ot in the 
country. The best houses in Malacca are large 
and convenient, but in ray opinion far from 
handsome; they are built |Kith either brick or 
stone, but the walls are generally thin. The 
lower floor is of square bricks and not matted; 
the upper floqr is made of boards and the roof 
is sloping and covered with pan tiles. The 
windows are of rattan, with shutters which open 
back against the wall on the outside of the 
house, just as you see them in small towms in 
England. There are no windows made of Vene¬ 
tians, to my knowledge, except in the houses 
inhabited by tiie English. The poorer sort of 
people, such as the Portuguese and Chinese, 
build their houses of wood, and thatch them 
with the leaves of the cocoanut; and the poorest 
make huts of bamboos and the leaves of the 
cocoanut. The modes of conveyance here are 
buggies ; palankeens are not used, though per¬ 
sons are sometimes carried in a chair by their 
slaves.” 

After describing the more common animals' 
and fruits, Mr. Robinson proceeds to describe 
the Chinese burying place : “ It is a large hill, 
perhaps three miles or more in circumference at 

the bottom, situated about two miles from the 

1 

town of Malacca; it was purchased by the 
Chinese from the Dutch for a cemetery. This 
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kill aBtmB to be covered with graves both o& 
the indea and the top. The gpraves of the richer 
sort are bricked within side, and arched ov«r 
with brick at the top, just in the same mannn 
ss the graves of the Europeans. There is a 
space round the grave inclosed with a wall 
about half a yard high; I cannot give you a 
better idea of the form of <his enclosure, than 
by comparix^ it to the Greek letter Omega Q 
which it very much resembles. The a^ace 
thus enclosed is only large enough to ad* 
xnit of one or two persons walking round 
the grave. The way to enter this enclo* 
sure is, as we shall now call it, by the open¬ 
ing at the bottom of the Omega, and at that 
end of the grave which points to this opening, 
a grave-stone is erected on which some Chinese 
characters are painted. The grave stone is 
about three feet high, and a foot and a half 
wide. I saw a quantity of tom paper scatter¬ 
ed about some of the graves, but for what pur- 
pose I cannot tell. The poor among the Chinese 
have no brick work about their graves, but 
both rich an# poor are interred in coffins. The 
C%iiieae carry a corpse to the grave by slinging 
it on a pole, and then placing the two en^ of 
the pole upon the bearers* shoulders.’* 


Bespeoti 


I ♦ T» 


il ^bcn eadsled. 


administering 
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' All classes of inhabitants here are subject 

» T ** 

to the Dutch laws, and the Fiscal is the judge 
both in civil and criminal cases. In causes of 

t 

importance there is a jury of seven jpersons 
empianelled, and the proceedings of the Court 
are submitted to the inspection of the Governor. 
The place of execution is on a small island, 
about a Uiile distant from the mmn land. 
Hanging is now the only method of execution, 
but formerly, even since the English Govern¬ 
ment has been established* here, slaves used to 
be execut3d by breaking them on the rack. 
When Lord Minto vras here on his way to 
Java, he caused this instrument of torture to be 

broken to pieces. 

* 

Concerning the state of religion here, noth¬ 
ing pleasing can be said., The religion of Jesus 
is 1 think totally unknown. The Dutch make 
a common practice of swearing. There is a 
Portuguese church here, and two or three 
priests. j,All the Malays here, as I have been 
informed, are Mussulmans, and the Chinese of 
course knpw nothing of the Christian religion. 
I think this would be an excellent place for, a 

A ^ 

Missionary, and it is much to bo lamented that 

t 

there is no one to settle here.” 

Since this was written, Malacca has been oc¬ 
cupied by the London Mia^nary Society f 
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whose agents have met with encouraging sue- 
cess, especially, among the Chinese. 

Mr. Robinson arrived at Java on the 1st 
May, ISIS. 


CHAPTER IX. 


TIIK JAVA MISSION. 

[1813—1816.] 



Java is well known as a large and fertile Is¬ 
land, with a population of about five millions. 
The climate though always temperate, is to 
European constitutions particularly unhealthy. 

The first settlers in this Island were, idolaters, 
who according to J avanese traditions came ori¬ 
ginally from India. The idols they worship- 
ped, the ceipxionies they practised, and the 
JSanakrit origin of many words still in common 
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wm Mtkong tihotiit |>rove tbftt ihBf proceeded 
from tlie tame stock as the Bra mh ane* 

Sir Stamford Raffles in his History of Jets, 
states that, “according to the Javan annals, 
and the universal tradition of the count:^, it 
was in the first year of the fifteenth century of 
the Javan era, or about the year of our Lord 
1475, that the Hindoo empire of Majapabit, 
then supreme on the island, was overthrown, and 
the Mahometan religion became the established 
faith of the country. With the exception of 
an inconsiderable number in some of the into* 
rior and mountainous tracts, the whole island 
appears to have been converted to Mahomedar 
nism m the course of the sixteenth centuiy,” 

The Portuguese gained possession of Java 
about the year 15^^^ Their descendants are still 
numerous. In 1610, the first Dutch Governor, 
Bolt, arrived at Bantam f and subsequently re* 
smved his establishment to Jakatra, on whudi 
the name of Batavia vras conferred on the 

4ih of March, 1621. 

« 

Bendee the Javauese, Malays and Dutch, 
there was a lai^ number of foreign settlers 
from the Islands and countries in the neighbour¬ 
hood, .who were induced to reside there on ao- 
coiuit<^ the fertili^ of the soil, and the facilities 
of trade. Among these were the Macassei% 
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the Bugees, the Balees, Arabs; and no incon¬ 
siderable number of Chinese. These alone were 

♦ 

in 1815, estimated at 52,394 in Batavia and 
its environs, and in the whole island at upwards 

of 94,000. 

The Dutch appear to have made some efforts 
for the conversion of the Malays to the Chris¬ 
tian faith. Their converts in 1721, are said to 
have been estimated at a hundred thousand. 
The number however must have been much 
exaggerated, or else by far the larger portion 
of them soon relapsed into Mahommedanism; 
for Mr. Robinson in 1813, says that on the 
. whole island, they were supposed to be scarcely 
more than three thousand, among whom the 

4 _ 

descendants of the Portuguese were also reck- 
oned; and the majority of them were utterly 
ignorant of the doctrines of the faith they pro¬ 
fessed. 

But the principle design seems to have been 
to give the scriptures in the language of the 
Country. “ In 1668 the Malay New. Testa¬ 
ment, and in 1733, the whole Bible was print- 
ed in Roman characters.” “ Perhaps” says Mr. 
Robinson, it is not generally known, that this 
version as far as the 6th chapter of the Epistle 
to the Ephesians was the work of Melchior 
Leidekker; and that is was completed after 
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his decease by Petrus van der Vorm.” In 1152, 
the same version was printed in Arabic charac¬ 
ters. When the English succeeded to the su- 
preme power in the Island, a new edition of each 
of these Bibles was put to press: that in the 
Roman characters by the Auxiliary Bible Socie¬ 
ty, and the other by the Java Literary Society ; 
and to meet the expenses of printing tRese edi¬ 
tions, the Governor General of India contribu¬ 
ted 10,000 Rs. 

It has been already stated that Mr. and Mrs^ 

Robinson arrived off Batavia on the 1st of May, 

1813. They were very kindly received at Wel- 

tevreden about two miles and a half from the 

city, by Mr. and Mrs. Brown with whom they 

# 

lodged for some months. Although it was 
considered desirable that Mr. Robinson should 
on his coming hither, devote himself to the 
study of the Javanese language and endea¬ 
vour to give those people the Scriptures in 
their own tongue, yet when he looked round 
him, and found himself already in the midst of 
a multitude who stood so much in need of the 
labours of a faithful Missionary, he felt it his 
duty to stay where he was, and make Batavia 
the seat of the Java Mission. The nearest place 
in which the Javanese language was spoken was 
the kingdom of Bantam, sixty one miles from 
the city; and the best place for acquiring it was 
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at Solo. “To move into the interior,” he says, 
“ is an impossibility were the expense the only 
object. However there are many other things 
to be considered; this place ought not to be left 
without the gospel, ns it is certainly a fine fiad 
for labour; and it is necessary, if possible, to 
alleviate the enormous expense of this Mission 
by a school, and this can be done no where so 
' well as in the vicinity of Batavia.” 

About twelve days after his arrival he had 
an interview with the Lieutenant Governor, the 
Honorable Mr.—afterwards Sir—Stamford Raf¬ 
fles ; who received him very kindly, and gave 
him every hope of meeting with encouragement 
from the Government. His Honor also reques¬ 
ted of him a written^ statement of the labours 
to which he purposed to devote his time. Ac¬ 
cordingly, he drew up the following Memoran¬ 
dum : 

“ 1st.—It is my intention to study the Malay 
language, until I become proficient in it, that 
^ 1 may be able to preach the gospel to the 
Malays. 

Snd.—I wish to become so far acquaiifled with 
the Dutch language, as to be abl^ to read it 
with ease, and converse in it intelligibly ; and 
should it ever appear desirable for me to preach 
in Dutch, 1 would then endeavour to obtain a 
complete acquaintance with that language. 
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3jsd.—After having acquired the Dutch and 
Malliy languages, it.is my earnest wiith to study 
the Javanese, for the sake of doing something 
towards the translation of the Scriptures into 
that language. 

' 4th.—As a means of support I wish to set up 
a school, the principal object of which will be 
to teach the English language; but to this 
branch of education I intend to add instruction 
in Latin, Writing, Arithmetic and Geography. 
Should any adult persons wish to become ac¬ 
quainted with the English tongue, I would 
gladly undertake their instruction during school 
hours. 

5th.—As there is no English preacher on this 
Island, I shall be glad to preach to the Eng¬ 
lish inhabitants, or to the English soldiers 

^ i » 

whenever an opportunity offers itself for that 
purpose.” 

It will be seen from this that he proposed to 
himself a diversity of engagements, to each of 
which, as the only Missionary on the Island,* 
he dev^ed a portion of his time. In record¬ 
ing the history of his life in Java therefore, 
it may be well to give a distinct and connect¬ 
ed view of his labours in each of these depart¬ 
ments. 

In so doing we shall notice first the results 
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of liit laboan among tbe Etiropaan aoldiem* to 
wbom he obtained liberty to preach. 

Mr. Brown, with whom on his arrival he had 
found a home was a truly godly man, and a 
member of the Lall Bazar Baptist Church in 
Calcutta. He had by his exemplary .conduct, 
and godly exhortations, produced a spirit of 
serious enquiry among some of the men in the 
59th Regt., then stationed at Weitevreden. The 
number that met at his house for mutual edi¬ 
fication and comfort, before Mr. Robinson'f 
arrival, was about fifteen. All these appeared 
to be men of decided piety, and they cordially 
welcomed among them a Missionary, who should 
administer to them the ordinances, and preach 
to them the word of Life. 

On the 11th of May, he writes: “The 
soldiers here are greatly lejoiced at my com¬ 
ing amongst them, and I cannot help rejoic- 
ing over them. 1 know not how many of 
them, are really pious, but I suppose the num¬ 
ber is about twenty, perhaps more. Six of them 
have ofiered themselves for baptism; one out 
of the six has been accustomed to exhort tA 

V 

their meetings. 1 have now preached four 
times in the cantonments, and meet with eveiy 
encouragement to continue my labours; for 
the poor soldiers come to hear a sermon like 
hiingiy men to a good meak 1 preach in the 
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house of a servant in a large back verandah 
whAh will seat nearly a hundred people; we 
hare scats for about sixty, and on Sabbath eve¬ 
ning there were more persons pi'escnt than 
could be seated. I intend preaching twice on 
the Sabbath, and once o i WjJ ueadiy evening.” 


On the 23th he held a church meeting,— 

** the first ever held by a Baptist cbuich at 
Java,”—at which eight candidates for baptism 
were admitted. “ 1 now feel,” he says, “ that 
I have a great deal of work on my hands : learn¬ 
ing two new languages, improving myself in 
others, preaching three times a week, receiving 
visits from the soldiers, and sometimes visiting , 
the sick in the hospital, fur iish me with so 
much employment, that 1 have no leisure for 
any thing but my work. I think I am now in 
the very place for which Providence has de¬ 
signed me, and I earnestly wish to go to heaven 
from Java.’’ * 

• It is wortliy of rjuirk, tint thi? sjntence first 
excited in the mind of the justly celebrated Mr. Williaiti 
Knibb of Jamaica, a desire to devotj hlms If to the mi* 
xiUtry. We quote his own words : in he year 1811 I was 
en^iged with Mr. Fuller as a probationer for the printing 
business. We were thiii p/inti.i^j a number of the Periodical 
a^unts ; and a letter wJtteu by Mr. Kobinson, which was 
f^ven me to cumposei was he first means of crpating a dc* 
sire in my mind after Missionary exertion. One sentence, 
t remember, struck my mind very particularly, wherein 
Tt^ speaking of pUasiug prospect of success,' desired that 
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On the 80th of May, the solemn ordinance 
of believer’s baptism was administered fost^the 
first time in Java. It was in a river, in a retir¬ 
ed spot, enclosed by a thick, jungle; a place 
chosen to prevent disturbance. “ Some of the 
spectators were much impressed with the solem¬ 
nity of the ordinance, and expressed their 
pleasure at seeing it performed according to 
the scripture mode. A few Malays were also 
present; hut no one could explain to them 
the nature of it, or why it was administered; 
they were^ attentive and not one of them made 
the least disturbance; their curiosity was so 
much excited that they were not heard to ut- 
' ter a single word till all w'as ever.” On the 
following Sabbath, the Baptists in Batavia 
formed themselves into a church. The meeting 
was public : the ordinance of the Lord’s supper 
was administered, and all seemed impressed with 
the solemnity of the ordinance. In June, Mr. 
Robinson writes : “ I have every encouragement 
in my work among the soldiers: almost every 
sermon seems to be blest either to the edifica¬ 
tion of those who have already ‘believed, or to 

he mi^it go to heaven from Java. I thought that, however 
chrisCians were separated during the short peiiod allowed te 
humnn lif •, they all r. ached the eamo home ; and that it 
would bo far more deligbtfhl, and more honorable, to go to 
lieavenfrom a heathen country than a chrlstuo one." Life 
•/ Kni^b, p. 6 . 
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tibio fjigtenitig of impvemtnm on tbe mindvof 
■inneii. In tuch cireumttancet it it a plea- 
tnre to i»r«acb the gotpel; for I go to the 
place of worahip fully expecting to do good 
to the aottla of men, and bleated be God, my 
expectationt are not disappointedr Could you 
tee how attentive these poor men are to the word 
of life, you would almost weep for joy at the 
ti|^t; you would scarcely tee any one move 
hand or foot during the time of worahip; all 
teem to hear as for eternity. Last Sabbath 
evening our congregation was larger &an it hat 
evmr been before: two persons received imprea- 
aiona then, which at present bid fdir to be last* 
ing*' Our baptized brethren are very active ' 
in bringing persons under the sound of the got* 
pie, and in looking for the effect of tibte word 
i^pon them afterwards.'* This Httle church 
continued to prosper, and by August of this 
year, it numbered twenty four membeia. 


In September, an order was mat to Java 
from the Government of India, re^uiing Mr. 
Robinson to be sent back to England and on 
the 18th, he received the following letter. 


It appearing from an enquiry inetitatedi in 
Calcutta, that you have not obtained fht sene- 
tKMi of the Court of Dimetors to yomr mmIU 
danee n India, I am directed to MOEirt ftom 
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you an explanation by what authority you 
have arrived in this Island. 

1 am, See. 

C. Assey. Secy, to Govt. 

Batavia, Sept. I8th 1813. ' 

To this he sent the following reply: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter requiring me to explain by what 
authority I have arrived on this Island. 

In the month of January, 1812, I presented 
g, petition to the Right Honorable the Gover¬ 
nor General in Council, requesting permission 
to reside on the Island of Java. To tnis peti¬ 
tion His Lordship replied in substance as fol¬ 
lows : “ That His Lordship did not interfere in 
the affairs of Java, hut had no objection to my 
coming hither, as he felt assured that I should 
conduct myself in strict conformity to the rules 
of the established Government. 

“ This, Sir, I considered a sufficient authority 
for my coming hither, and such I hope it will 
be considered by Government.” 

As soon as intelligence of this reached Sc- 
rampore, one of the Senior Missionaries re¬ 
quested an audience of Earl Moira, “ who be¬ 
ing made acquainted with all the circumstances 
of the case was pleased to say, that be thoxj^t 

L 


0 
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Mr, Hobinson ou^ht not to.be sent from Java.” 
1 lis Honor the Lieutenant Governor also, who 
had a very high esteem for him, encouraged him 
to. hope that no measures would be taken to 
compel his return to England; and he was en¬ 
abled to go on with his labours*without further 
molestation for the present. 

About this time, the church at Java succeed- 

* 

C'd in securing a new place for worship more 
commodious than the former. Two of the more 
experienced members were chosen deacons. 
'I’he Church was divided into classei after 
■manner of the Methodists, and there wals be- 
sides a class for enquirers, in which two of the 
{)est and most experienced members were ap- 
■pointej^ leaders. In addition to the services on 
the Sabbath and the Wednesday evening, ii 
•conference meeting was held oii Saturday, and 
• experience meeting on Monday evening. 
These services together with the school which 
h0.had by this time succeeded in opening, and 
.the study of the Malay, Dutch and Javanese 
fully occupied his time. “ I have never, in all 
my jlife,” he says in January, 1814, “ been so 
much employed as I am now, and I may add 
n.eve :5 so happy in n»y employment.” 

f 

t 

• , &hertly after this however the small churcti 

t ' 

'tJjpre'Appears to have, been sever^ii[y tried. Some 
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tliat promised well, were seduced by the temp* 
ter, and fell into sin. Others, excited by a 
spirit of discontent, with drew from the com¬ 
munion of the tthurch, without assigning any 
motives sufficient to justify their conduct, and 
set up a separate meeting among themselves. 
In one month this small chnrch lost eight of 
its members; and their pastor suffered not a 
little from their ungrounded slanders and un¬ 
kind reproaches. Notwithstanding these trials 
however, he was not left without encourage¬ 
ment. Others, benefited by his ministry, pro¬ 
fessed allegiance to Christ; and Mr. Jabe:i5 
Carey, who had called at Batavia previous to 
"proceeding to Amboyna, writes, “ the church 
here is an excellent one, and pretty well attend¬ 
ed by the soldiers.” 

Shortly after this, the 59th Regiment was 
icmoved from Weltevreden. In April 1815, 
Mr. Robinson says, “ I have lately received 
several very pleasing letters from them. After 
niany divisions and contentions they have again 
formed themselves into a church. They seem 
now to be fully sensible of the evil of their 
former conduct, and their letters contain many 
t xpressions of regret for their behaviour to¬ 
wards me. They have unanimously adopted, 
the Church Covenant which I drew up for 

k 

tliem at Weltevreden, resolving that no one 
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who refuses to sign that covenant shall become 
a member. Haggar who was the first person I 
baptized here has taken the lead amongst them. 
He has baptized three persons and adminis> 
tered the Lord’s Supper. The number of mem¬ 
bers is now eleven, and there are twenty one 
others who constantly attend the meetings. 
He has written to inform me that the brethren 
have collected a hundred Rupees for the Mis¬ 
sion.” 

In May 1815. Mr. Robinson notices having 
baptized John Phipps, a native of the West 
Indies, who had been for some time in the ser¬ 
vice of the Lieutenant Governor, and received 
from him an excellent character. This truly 
good man died in 1817 in Intally near Calcutta, 
and a brief but deeply interesting memoir of 
him was published by Mr. Lawson in the cir¬ 
cular Letters for June, 1817. A short extract 
will we think interest tlie reader. John Phipps, 
while very young, learned to play the violin and 
became a tolerably good fiddler; and in this ca¬ 
pacity he used to employ his time amongst the 
young negroes at their dances after working 

hours in the evening. Of the Gospel or of 

* 

Divine truth he knew nothing. One day while 
going to the dancing place as usual, a minister 
met him and said, ** Sir, you are the young man 
who draws away the people to dances by your 
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fiddling. By your means, all the young people 
of the neighbourhood are kept away from hear¬ 
ing the gospel. 1 seriously admonish you to 
leave oiF this tra^, and turn and seek the good 
of your own sot^” « This unexpected address 
struck the fiddler dumb. He answered not. But 
his conscience spake within him,—“ The minis¬ 
ter says truth for I am the man.” And this 
thought continually run in his mind, He says 
truth, I am the man.” He became anxious and 
afraid, but understood not his own feelings^ 
Shortly after this he went to England where he 
entered a pious family, and joined the Method- 
kt community. In Batavia, he constantly atteii- 
. ded Mr. Robinson’s ministry; and after his 
baptism removed to Calcutta. During his last 
illness, he was composed and happy : and on 
the morning of the day on which he died, said, 
“ My Lord calls me away: I am going soon to 
him.” Thus he departed rejoicing in God his 
Saviour. 

Her Majesty’s 59th having been removed 
•from Weltevreden, the 78th was stationed there 
instead. Among these too, Mr. Robinson, and 
Mr. Trowt who arrived in September, I814v 
found many who were willing to hear the 
word, and to whom their minmtrations were 
much blessed. The officers were ^quite willing 
that the men ^ould attend the servicefli, but 
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manifested a great dislike to any of them being 
baptized. Having to administer this ordinance 
to one of the men, in August 1815, it was 
done privately ; and shortly ^ter this the Mis¬ 
sionaries were prevented preaching in canton¬ 
ments above once a week. A collection was 
therefore immediately made for the purpose of 
building a bamboo house out of the canton¬ 
ments, to serve for a chapel. Two hundred Rs. 
were collected for this object, and the half was 

contributed by the soldiers themselves. On 

■ 

the completion of the house Mr. Robinson 
waited on the Colonel to request his permis¬ 
sion for the soldiers to attend there. This 
was readily granted for the Sabbath, but not 
for a week-day. ’ 

Thus he continued to preach and to bap¬ 
tize till 1816; when on the 19th of August, 
“ the flag of the Netherlands was again hoisted 
at Batavia and his .labours in this depart¬ 
ment ceased. 

It may perhaps be thought by some that in 
giving up so much of his time to the soldiers, 
he was doing a work alien to the object for 
which he was sent out. The answer to this 
may be best give*n in this own words “ What 
I have done Ihnongst the soldiers cannot, I 
think, be called a diversion'^ of labour. It is 
true' during the first few months# of my resi- 
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dence here, 1 preached to them three times a 
week, hut I could not at that time preach else¬ 
where on account of my not knowing €hc 
country language: and though I preached to 
a few more soldiers afterw'ards, .yet I did not on 
that account preach the less in Malay.*’ Be¬ 
tween May 1813 and August 1816, he baptized 
upwards of forty men, who he hoped hid been 
truly converted to righteousness, and was be¬ 
sides the means of saving benefit to many others 
who never joined the Baptist community. Sure¬ 
ly, it could not have been an .object unwor¬ 
thy of a Missionary to seek the good of his own 
countrymen; especially since his Divine Master 
.testified his approbation by attending those 
labours with success. 



wiaiems of ths 
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THE JAVA MISSION.—('ConWnuerf.; 

[ 1813 — 1816 .] 


. It has been stated that Mr. Robinson intend' 
ed, as soon as opportunity offered, to open a 
School for his own support, and thus aid, if not 
entirely relieve the Funds of the Society of*the 
expense of his maintenance. He also hoped, 
it would afford him the means of making more 
extensive efforts than he otherwise could, for 
the spread of the Gospel in Java. 

His intentions met with the approba¬ 
tion of the Lieutenant Governor, the 
Honorable Mr. RalHes. The 'Dutch too were 
exceedingly anxious to ^ secure for their 
children so favourable an opportunity of gain¬ 
ing aome acquaintance with the language of 
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their rulers. At the same time, they urged 
that it was needless for him to make the at¬ 
tempt, until he had made himself sufficiently 
familiar with the Dutch, to explain the lessons 
in their own language to the children who might 
be sent to him for instruction. To tiie study of 
the Dutch therefore he applied himself with 
such assiduity as to be able with confidence to 
open the School on the 1st September 1813 
at Molenvliet, in a house which was kindly 
provided for him by some of his Dutch friends. 
In October he, and Mrs. Robinson who divided 
the labour witli him, had eleven scholars, and 
at the beginning of 1814, he wrote that he 
• hoped the school would maintain them for the 
future. But this hope soon vanished. In June 
intelligence arrived of the restoration of in¬ 
dependence to Holland; and the confident ex¬ 
pectation that Java would be speedily restored 
to its former masters, led to the withdrawal of 
almbst all the pupils. 

It may by some be considered an unwise 
’measure, that so much of a Missionary’s time 
and strength should be devoted to such labours. 
But it should be remembered that those who 
first entered tfie field, in connection with the 
Baptist Missionary Society, commenced their 
labours on the principle that no Missionary 
should draw his support from the society any 
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longer than while he was not able to maintain 
himself: and the committee appear to have re¬ 
cognised this principle, and recommended its 
iidoption whenever practicable. 

We now turn to Mr. Robinson’s labours 
among the Malays. , 

He had scarcely been a week on the Island 
before he secured the services of a teacher : but 
the difficulties he had to contend with in his 
efforts to acquire the language were numerous. 
His teacher could speak no language but the 
Malay; a copy of Howison’s Dictionary he 
had, but this was of little use to him, as it was 
not of the Dialect spoken there. Marsden's Dic¬ 
tionary and Grammar, he could not procure till 
some months after, and then at the high price 
of fifty Dollars. The Dutch had never attemp¬ 
ted any thing iii the form of a Dictionary, ck- 
cept a small vocabulary in Dutch, Malay and 
Portuguese of which he could obtain only a lew 
pages. Writing to Dr. Carey in October, 1815. 
he says, “ I think I am placed much in the 
same circumstances relative to the Mala\, as 
you were relative to the Bengalee. I pick up a 
few words as I can; my progress is very slow; 
so slow as to be almost imperceptible. 1 must 
make my own Dictionaryj if I wish to have (me 

on which I can depend. I generally put down 

/ 

all the words whose meaning I can ascertain. 
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from whatever quarter I cau get tiiem; thus I 
iiope in time to form a vocabulary which may 
be useful to myself and to any brother who 
may joiii me. The Malays have no printed 
hooks; so that I am obliged to employ my tea¬ 
cher one ]> irt of tlie day in copying books for 
to read the other." 

Notwitlistaiiding these impediments, such 
was his diligence and perseverance that in 
'eii months from the date of his arrival on the 
Island, he was able to speak with considerable 

On the 17th April, 1814, he conducted a 
•regular service for the first time in the Malay 
hinguagc. His congregation consisted of six 
or seven nominal Christians. “ Thus,” he says, 
in the course of one year God has enabled me 
>0 far to acquire the language as to begin 
my M'ork.” On the following Sabbath, a larger 
house was oflered him to preach in, and lie 
had thirty hearers. He met with a few •native 
Christians thus on Sabbath and Wednesday 
evenings. The report of his preaching in 
Malay having got abroad, several of the most 
respectable Members of the Dutch church 
came to hear him ; and. Mr. Ross, the Dutch 
Minister who had always manifested the most 

friendly feelings towards him, invited him to 

* 
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preacli in the church. Mr. Bruckner, writing 
on this subject in a letter dated the ^7th 
March, 1854, says, "the old Dutch Minister 
being then on good terms with brother Ro¬ 
binson invited him to preach in Malay 
to the Portuguese congregation, although 
he knew he was a baptist. 1 myself heard 
the old man say, " Let him preach to our con¬ 
gregation as much as he likes; for children 
he will not baptize, and adults will not offer 
themselves for baptism.*’ The consent of the 

church council, and the Governor having been 

# 

obtained, he preached in the church for the 
first time on the 15th of May ; and it was a- 
greed he should officiate every Sabbath and 
Wednesday afternoon. In June, he writes, 
" People of all ranks attend the Malay preach¬ 
ing in the church, from the richest to the poor 
slaves; for people are now beginning to bring 
their slaves to church that they may hear the 
gospel, which is a thing never done, before. 
Thus 1 have a fine opportunity to make knowm 
the gospel” 

The Malay Christians were very ignorant, 
respecting even the fundamental doctrines of 
Scripture. The Bible they had ; but it was 
written in a style which few could comprehend. 
Most of them were descendants of the Por¬ 
tuguese, and understood very little of Dutch ; 
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hence though they sometimes attended the 
services of the church, the benefit they 
had derived was very little. But it was not 
long before Mr. Robinson saw some fruit at¬ 
tend his labours. On the 25th July, 1814, 
he writes, “ This evening died an old man 
who has been a constant hearer of mine, ever 
since 1 began to preach in Malay. He has 
for weeks past given very pleasing signs of 
a change of heart. He has often confessed 
that before he heard the Malay preaching, he 
had no serious thoughts of religion ; but since 
that time he has made the salvation of his soul 
the main subject of his thoughts. He would 
"converse on the state of his soul in so sensi¬ 
ble and affecting a manner, that I have been 
delighted and surprised to hear him. I knew 
nothing of his illness till I heard of his death. 
He was not seriously ill above twenty hours. 
On the Sabbath afternoon, he called for his 
clothes to go to church, but was taken ill, and 
on Monday evening died. It seems from the 
a’ceount given by his attendants, that he spent 
much of the last day of his life in prayer. 
When speaking on religious things, the tears 
would frequently roll down his cheeks. But 
not his words only, his conduct also convinc¬ 
ed them that knew him that he was a chang¬ 
ed man. He was b;^ trade a caipenter, and 
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frequently employed in making coffins. Af¬ 
ter hearing a sermon from, “ Remember the 
'Sabbath day to keep it Holy,” he asked me 
if it was right to make coffins on the sabbath 
day. From this question it is easy to see, he 
paid attention to whair he heard, and wished 
to regulate his life by the Divine commands. 
This seems to be the first, and perhaps the 
most prominent, though I hope not the only 
instance of conversion under the Malay preach¬ 
ing.” In the following September he says. I 
hope we have five or six real converts among 
the Malay Christians, b.it we hear nothing of 
baptism.” 

4 

On the 2’3th of M ly, three Missionaries of 
the London Missionary Society arrived in Java, 
these were Messrs. Kam and Supper, and the 
devoted Mr. Bruckner, who still lives at Sama- 
rang. O.i tlie IfJth of September Mr. Trowt 
of the Baptist Mission ai rived. 

Not long after this, Mr. and Mrs. Robin¬ 
son and Mr. Trowt were seized with the ma¬ 
lignant fever of Batavia. A letter written by 

<• 

the latter shortly after his recovery, will be 
read with interest. It is dated the 8th No¬ 
vember, 1814; “Since I sent you an accopnt 
of our arrival on tbis .island, and a few thoughts 
respecting Missionary concerns here, yre have 
been called by Him who cannot err to walk 
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in an obscure and painful patli. Did 1 not 
know that the cause in whicixl am -engaged 
is Divine, I should be ready to faint; but 
now, my faith is supported. I have seen a lit¬ 
tle of what the Lord can do, and I humbly 
hope that he will’ ere long appear on our be¬ 
half in this desolate wilderness, and cause us to 
rejoice at the entrance of the Mediator into 
the Sanctuary, 

“ On the 14th, October I accompanied Brethren 
Robinson and Reily to Tuggoo, a village about 
ten miles from Batavia, where is a church. About 
fifty people heard with attention. Brother R. 
published preaching there once in four weeks. 
\Jn the evening of the 17th, agreeably to pre¬ 
vious notice, Bro. R. commenced public preach¬ 
ing in our own house; about seventy adults 
were present, and listened with great attention. 
In general they were people who attend the 
church; a few were Mahomedans. On the 20th, 
Bro. R. preached in a village on one side of the 
road to Weltevreden, where there had .never been 
;^reaching before. He spoke in a school-room, a 
little advanced from the dwellings, whence Chi¬ 
nese, &c. might easily hear him at their own, 
doors. The proprietor of. a spot of land closely 
adjoining this village has since offered to erect 
a place for worship on it. A considerable agita¬ 
tion on the sabject of religion seemed to be dis- 
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cernible from the conduct of the people, and we 
began to hope that the period was not far dis- 
tant when some genuine converts would be in¬ 
duced by the constraining love of Christ, to 
make a public avowal of their love to Him. In 
the course of the week, three persons sent us 
candles, another forms ; every thing in this res¬ 
pect looked well. On the £4th, we again pre- 
pared^for public worship, and were exceedingly 
pleased to witness a considerable increase of 
hearers. Many more than a hundred adults 
came, and discovered very great attention. Bro¬ 
ther R. preached from Matthew, vii. 21, first 
part; and appeared to speak with more than 
usual solemnity. Though highly gratified by’ 
the pleasing sight, I could not divest myself of 
the load that hung over my eyes. I hoped rest 
would remove the pain. A violent fever ensued. 
I was delirious at intervals till the morning of 
the 31st, when the fever left me in a state of 
debility. Brother R’s. circumstances are much 
more distressing.” He was first attacked on 
the 2Gth October, but as the symptoms were 
slight, he preached in the church in the eve¬ 
ning with the fever on him. At Deepock, about 
thirty miles from Batavia, lived a number of 
native Christians, called Serenies, to whose an- 
cestora their freedom and the land 
pied, had been given on condition of their be- 


they accu- 
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coming Christians. They had expressed an 
earnest desire to hear the gospel, and Mr. Ro¬ 
binson had promised to visit them on the 27th. 
Anxious, notwithstanding his incipient illness, 

not to disappoint them, and hoping that the 

/ 

ride and change of air would be beneficial, he 
set out for that place on the morning of the 
27th, but was so ill on the wjiy as scarcely to 
be able to keep his seat. On his arriHil he 
went round the place, and having found a suit¬ 
able house for preaching, and fixed the times 
for the services, the fever returned with great 
violence; “ the next day instead of preaching, 
,he lay on a bed burning with fever till Oat 
night, when he got into a buffalo cart in which 
lie reached home at noon on the following day*.” 
Through the unremitting attentions and kind¬ 
ness of Mr. Trowt and Mr. Brown, he wras mer¬ 
cifully restored. But scarcely had he recovered 
from this, than, another attack came on, atten¬ 
ded this time with dysentery and an enlarge- 
;nent of the spleen. Mr. Ross very kindly had 
him removed to his own house, where for some 
days his life was despaired of; but he was again 
mercifully restored, so as to be able ta resume 
his work; yet never with the same vigour as 
before. From the effects of that fever he con¬ 
tinued to suffer during the remainder of his 
life; it affected his head so seriously as ever af-« 
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ter to render close application to study imprac¬ 
ticable. • 


As soon as he became convalescent, some 
Dutch ladies who had attended his ministry 
very kindly endeavoured to secure for him a 
house in llyswick, in a situation far more heal¬ 
thy than Moleiivliet, and oflered themselves 
to pay the rent of the premises ; but they 
coula not succeed in Cviriying out tlieir bene¬ 
volent intentions. n April. 181.5, he writes, 
I feared, that tin ough my I "g ilimss, those 
who had fo 'nerly manifested a disposition' o 
hear, would o,'Conie careless again, but hi his 
respect 1 have been happily disappointed. In * 
deed, it appears from some accounts which I 
have heerd, that during my illness, many vvc’^ 
much distressed because they could not hear 
the Gospel as usual. Since my recovery, 1 have 
been much pleased with the state of tltie.gs 
amongst the Native Christians, or l^ortugucsc 
as they call themselves. 1 cannot say that any 
of them are really converted, yet there are sev¬ 
eral who appear to be under serious impres¬ 
sions, and earnestly seeking salvation. Perhaps 
I might make an exception in favour of one, 
and call him a converted person, for 1 can 
scarcely think otherwise of him. He is now 
striving to begin a prayer meeting amongst 
those who seem seriously inclined, and I have 
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reason to hope that he will be successful. 1 
believe it is a thing quite unknown at Batavia 

r 

at present, for any person, except ministers 
to pray extempore before others. But this 
young man has ventured to pray several times 
and once >r lwi{*e with sick persons. I heard 
him pi'fiy oi'c.', and that much to my satisfac¬ 
tion. H'.'. st'cm? to “ e very desirous of doing 
good, and i lu’po h will in tun. he of*great 
service to t'le cause; inn ed he is some help 
io in^'. aireid\. He 's ouf of the hrst fruits of 

V 

the Mahu prcacning; he came to listen at the 
wnulow, 1 believe, the lirst time I preached in 
IVialav, and from that time ho has been a dif- 
forent man frem v\hai he formerly was. He 
has sujTered some perse'Uiti. .i from his former 
eo:n])anions, and has iVcquentiy been reviled 
vM' ’ the name of mv di ujinle; and told, that 
,n.? ‘ojjisv. « me lor gain . hut notwithstanding 
rdl. he r.as kept on now lor almost a year, and 
J hope he will endure to the end and be saved. 


In June, 1814, the Java Bible Society was 

fo iUied, with the object of having the Bible 

translated into the Malay dialect of Batavia, 

and the «»t]ier dialects and languages spoken on 

the Island. The Bible then in use in the city 

was written in the dialect of Ainboyna, where 

« 

it waS well understood, but here it was unintel¬ 
ligible; and a new translation had long been 
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considered desirable. While Mr. Robinson was 
yet laid aside by the fever to which reference 
has been made) a resolution was passed by the 
Bible Society on the 4th November, 1814, 
tliat Mr. Kool R Dutch gentleman, and Malay 
translator to Government, together with Mr. 
Robinson should prepare for the Press a 
new version of the New Testament. Before 
he was able to resume his studies, Mr. Kool 
had translated the Gospel of Matthew and 
presented it to the Governor. In February, 
a meeting of the Committee w'as held, when this 
translation was produced and a portion of it 
read. Mr. Robinson, who was present at t}u\ 
request of the Governor, observed that it was a 
literal translation from the Dutch; and tlic 
translator had, from the ambiguity of certain 
Dutch words, fallen into error in several 
instances. He was then asked to • exa¬ 
mine and report upon this translation, and 
himself to prepare a portion of the Gospel of 
Luke to be presented at the next meeting of 
the Committee. This report was laid before 
them in April following, and he was requested 
solely to undertake the translation of the' Gos¬ 
pels and Acts. He was at the same time ap¬ 
pointed a member of the Committeedn the room 

i 

of the Lutheran minister who had die4 R f^w 
months before. 
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About this time, on hearing of the death 

of Mr. and Mrs. Sutcliff: he writes thus to 

his mother : “If ever you, my dear mother, 

have rejoiced that you have a son a Mission- 

* 

ary, you may look upon Mr. Sutcliif as the 
means of your having that joy. I have been 
exercised wuth a long illness, by which I was 
prevented from preaching for four months, 
but I am now through mercy perfectly well, 
and as busily employed in ,my work as I can be. 
My wife has also been very ill, but the Lord 
has restored her also. I now preach regularly 
five times a week; four times in Malay and 
once in English. Besides preaching I am en- 
*gaged in translating the Gospels and the Acts 
into Malay for the use of the people of this 
country. I have undertaken this at the request 
of the Java Bible Society. If you could see how 
much work I have to do, how necessary the Gos¬ 
pel is here, how willing some are to hear, and 
how ignorant others are, I am sure you would 
be T(^ady to thank God that you had been call¬ 
ed to part with a son to be employed in his 
work; yea, I think you would almost wish that 
all your sons and daughters too were employed 
in the some glorious cause. For my own part, 
I can truly say, that I should feel it a great 
happiness to see any of my . brothers or sisters 
come to join me in the work of the Mission. I 
think there are twenty or thirty people in tliis 
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country under serious concern for their souls by 
means of the Malay preachings and I think some 

good is doing among the soldiers to whom I 

« 

preach in English. Notwithstanding all the trials 
and afflictions, 'I have experienced, the work of 
the Mission is what I love. I am happy in it, 
and I wish to live and die in it. Should we meet 
in heaven, which I liope will be the case, with 
a few souls from India to whom the Lord has 
blessed my poor efforts, you will not then la¬ 
ment that you parted with your son, nor 1 that 
for Christ’s sake, I left my mother. I live in 
hope of the day wdieii we shall meet to part no 
more.” 

In June, he writes, *‘l da not wish to be* 
too sanguine, nor to excite expectations which 
will not be realised; yet I cannot but think 
there is much good doing at the present time. 
The word is heard with great attention ; many 
attend three times a week, and some four times. 
The person I mentioned in a former letter, whose 
name Is Henrick, gives me great pleasure: he 
is very zealous, and exerts himself much to do 
good. He requested me to preach at his house 
last week; the house was quite full; an4 some 
1 hear went away for want of room. I preach¬ 
ed last month twenty two timej, 1 thank God 
for my health again, seeing there is much to be 
done for him; how distressing it would be to 
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be lard aside from my work fey sickness, while 
there is such a prospect of usefulness.” 

On the 3rd of July, he was informed 
that he must resign the church, or say 
nothing to the native Christians about baptism 
either in public or private. With this condi¬ 
tion he could not conscientiously comply, and 
resolved rather to leave the church ; but as he 
had received nocfhcial conimuricatlon, he con¬ 
tinued his ministrations there as usual. This 
attempt to baffle him in his labours appears to 
have been dictated by the envy of some; and 
was not, as will shortly appear, participated in 
by the majority of his hearers. In September 
lie notices the rcce ipt of a letter from Dr. Ry« 
land, informing him that an application had 
been made by the Society to both the English 
and Dutch Governments for permission for him 
to remain in Java,—and the application was 
acceded to. *B ut in N ovtmher, Mr. Trowt 
received a letter from Mr. Dyer, stating that 
the Society did not think they could support 
the Java Mission much longer unless the Mis¬ 
sionaries could assist in supporting themselves* 
This was very discouraging, especially as there 
appeared no possibility i^w of their doing any 
thing for their own maintenance. But Mr. 
Robinson thought be ndgbt diminish his ex¬ 
penses by ceasing to preach in the church; 
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-where of course he was expected to appear in 
black; and the price of black cloth was 
•seventeen paper dollars, a yard, and silk and 
satin were a hundred and hfty per cent dearer 
than in Bengal.” No sooner however had he 
proposed on this ground to discontinue his min¬ 
istrations in the church, than a subscription 
raised among his hearers of something more 
than a hundred Rupees monthly, showed how 
strongly the majority of them desired that his 
labours among them should be continued. In 

% 

January, 1816, he says, “ The subscription made 
for me in December amounted to 192 Java 
Rupees paper, should this subscription continue, 
I shall want but little support from the So- 
' ciety except for extraordinary occasions ; but 
there is no dependence to be placed on that 
which I may soon be obliged to relinquish for 
conscience* sake.” 

About the end of January, 1816, the Bible 
Society held a Committee Meeting, at which he 
presented the translation of the Gospel of 
Matthew which had been completed, but was 
not quite ready for the press. A donation of 
fifteen hundred^ Rupees was voted to him to 
encourage him ‘to go forward; and another of 
a thousand Rupees was voted to Mr. Trowt to 
enable him to defray^ the cxpences of teachers, 
dec,, for the Javanese translation. 
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Among the Mahommedans, Mr. Robinson ap¬ 
pears to have met with very little encourage¬ 
ment. “ I am glad to find,” he says, “ that they 
think a little on what, they hear, though I am 
afraid none of them have received any saving 
benefit. Preaching to Malays is not like 
preaching to Bengalees. In Bengal you may 
collect a congregation under a tree, or in the 
market place. Here we must go from house to 
house, and think it a great point gained if all 
the inhabitants of a single house will listen to 
our message.” In another letter he says, 
“ they are so ignorant that they understand 
nothing, or so prejudiced that they will take 
'nothing into consideration. I hope however 
that when we have a few books to give them, 
a spirit of inquiry may be produced among 
them. It is difficult to get an opportunity of 
speaking to them in any numbers. One even¬ 
ing I think I had more than thirty round me; 
they heard well, and put some very pertinent 
tjuestions. In general however a cold reserve, 
dr an obstinate resistance characterizes the re¬ 
ception the Malays give to the Gospel.” 
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OHAPTBK XI. 


THE JAVA mSSlON.->fC<m<t«*rf4f 

/ 

[1816—1821.] 


The year 1816, was crowded with events 
which proved to be of great importance in the 
subsequent bi^ory of the Java Mission. In 
\pril, Mr. Oo'ttl^ Bruckner, whose -arrival has 
been already noticed, having changed his views 
with regard to the ordinance of baptism, was 
Immersed at Bamaratig by Mr. Trowt; and 
immediately after joined the Baptist Missionary 
Society. 


1 n the same month two Dutch Commission- 

I 

ers with a Division of troops arrived at Java 
They were accompanied ll^ a new Dutdi clergy¬ 
man, who was high in repute for learning and 
abilities, and who declared his intention to stay 
in Batavia and learn the Malay language. Mr, 
Robinson was induced from this and other cir- 
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pumstaaces to think that if he continued to 
preach in the houses of the Malay Christians as 
he had hitherto done, it might bring them into 
trouble with their new minister. He therefore 
intended, without leaving them altogether, to 
discontinue his regular visits^ until they should 
themselves renew their invitation. On his re¬ 
turn from PamanooUah, about eighty miles from 
Batavia, whither he had been invited to baptize 
Mrs. Knaggs, a Dutch lady residing there, he 
visited the Native Christians and inquired into 
their state. He found that they had kept up 
their meetings, and were anxiously waiting for 

i 

his return. He then took the opportunity t<» 
fvarn theni of the difficulties in which his vi¬ 
sits might involve them, and the apprehensions 
he had that they would incur the displeasure 
of their ministers. At the same time he assured 
them there was no unwillingness on his part 

to ■ continue his labours among them. They 

* 

replied, that if the matter stood thus, they 
thought they could find courage to ask him to 
preach. A> day or two after, some of them 
railed upon him, and informed him that eight 
of them ha.d agreed togejther to Invite .him to 
eontihu^ his ministrations among them, and to 
abide by the consequences. He accordingly 
acceded to their request; and he says, So 

I 

eager were the people to hear, that I found the 
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house full; I suppose there could not have 
been less than a hundred. They then request¬ 
ed that I would preach to them every Friday 
evening; and to this I readily agreed.” 

His apprehensions on this point were not 
groundless. In July, he writes, “ I feel much 
anxiety on account of those persons who re¬ 
quested me to preach to them in a private house, 
for though I forewarned them of the result, 
they seem much disconcerted now their minis¬ 
ters show their displeasure*. These people, 
after all the pains I have taken with them, 
understand and feel so little of religion, that 
if they stand in the day of trial, I shall wonder. 
My situation is peculiarly trying and difficult; 
I need the wisdom of a serpent, the innocence 
of a dove, and the fortitude of a confessor. 
Still I do not despair; my strength is made 
equal to my day, and I hope I have one Friend 
who can help in every distress. I never felt 
the importance of prayer so much as 1 do at 
this time; and 1 hope that my prayers are not 
unheard.” 

In May, 1816, Barqn Van’der Capellen, the 
new Governor, arrived. In the following month, 
Mr. Robinson writes, “I think the time is 
coming on, when the state of things at Bata¬ 
via, will change either for the better or the 
worse; indeed I expect that very soon a wide 
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door will be opened for me in tbm conntly, 
or that I shall be quite** shut out. I have 
paid a visit to Baron Van dnr CsrpeUen, the 
Governor. My prineipid objeot wb$ to ascertain 
whether, under the expected Dutch Govern¬ 
ment, complete liberty of conscience would be 
allowed. On this point 1 received the fullest 
satisfaction; for upon my a^ing the Baron, 
whether the Government would take any of- 
fenlie, should any of the people in Batavia 
adopt my sentiments, he replied,—" Not in the 
least; we must bear with each other’s failings 
in these respects; liberty of conscience is a fun- 
^damental rule of our Government.” Upon 
another point, however, he did not give me 
equal satisfaction: when 1 put the question 
whether I might be permitted to stay in the 
country, under his government; his answer 
was, 1 cannot tell: that is a matter not yet 
determined.” 1 enquired whether 1 should call 
on him again to receive that infownation, “ Yes,” 
said he, ** when I get the Governmentthus I 
was left quite in a state of suspense; nor can 
I tell what opinion to form of the matter. 

** If 1 should obtain full liberty to st£^ in 
this country, and all restraints should he taken 
ofii my work in the Malay language will so 
multiply upon my hmids, that I have no 
^me to learn a new language. 1 have so much 
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totdo already that many days I can find no 
time to sit down to translation; I preach twice 
in English* and twice in Malay* hold a confer¬ 
ence in English on Monday evening* and two 
meetings in Malay* for the instruction of my 
servants mid a few Amboynese soldiers.” 

In July* he baptized Mr. and Mrs. Diering. 
Mr. Diering was a member of the Dutch church, 
but attended the Malay services, and for four¬ 
teen months had been seeking after the 
truth. Mts. Diering was a native of Batavia, 
of Portuguese extraction. Not long before 
her baptism* she had attended the instruction^^' 
of a Deaconness of the Dutch church* % with. 
the view of being admitted to the communion 
of the Lord’s supper; but afterwards with her 
husband solicited baptism. The administration 
of the ordinance on this occasion created much 
consternation among the native Christians; so 
alarmed were they* that Mr; Robinson was 
obliged to desist from preaching to them for 
several weeks. In the interval he held a meet-, 
ing at Mr. Diering’s on Tuesday evenings^ 
but his house being somewhat remote from 
the part occupied by the Christians* very few 
of them attended; the majority of his hearers 
were Chinese. 

In August the Government of the Island 
reverted to the Dutch. Mr, Robinson then 
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waited on the Governor to ask iiis permission *to 

K 

remain in the country^ the reply was that he 
had not taken the matter into consideration; 
hut he was at liberty to stay for the present. 
He asked many questions in a friendly man¬ 
ner, and the impression on Mr. Rohinson^s 
mind was that he was inclined to favour the 
Mission. " Before Heft him I put him the ques¬ 
tion plainly—Has your excellency any objection 
to my preaching in private houses. He replied. 
No. Go on as you do; and if I have any 
thing to communicate to you, I will inform 
you of it, without further trouble. Thus 
^dosed' my interview with the Governor ; and 
i returned home with a glad heart, thanked 
God, and took courage.’* 

He was again enabled to commence the Fri^ 
day evening meetings: ** Thus” says he, " • the 
things that have happened to me have fallen out 
rather for the furtherance of the Gospel; for 
now two meetings are held in Batavia in the 
week, instead of one.** The Gospel of Matthew 
was this year put to press, and printed in the 
Roman characters. In August, the first supply 
of Malay Tracts was received from Serampore. 
Before the means of printing in Malay had 
been procured there, Mr. Robinson had writ¬ 
ten two or three tracts; but had givmi away 
die fnanuseripta. Ttaets and Gospels in the 
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Climese language, had been distributed; and 
were well received and^ attentively read; and 
it was hoped, that the distribution of them m 
Malay, would induce the Mahomedans <>who 
had hitherto manifested eo much dislike to 
the GoSpel, to pay some attention to its truths. 
" The Malay tracts too have been well re¬ 
ceived, but probably for no other reason than 
because their contents were unknown. 1 have 
not yet seen a single Mussulman inclined to 
^ve the Gospel a favourable hearing.” 

In October of this year, this Infant. Mis¬ 
sion was called to sustain a severe loss in the 
death of Mr. Trowt: ” He is gone,—Mr. Ro¬ 
binson writes,-—gone no doubt to receive the 
reward of his sltort but active ser>'ices* But 1 
cannot help motsrning: 1 mourn for my own 
saJm, and mourn for the Java Mission. His 
loss will be severely felt; for’his whole soul 
was in the work of the Lord, and whatsoever 
his hands found to do, he did with all his might. 
Ware !■ called i^on to give his character, 1 
IcQOW not how I could do it better, than by' 

Ho was vezy diligent, and very pious. 
He has seldom enjoyed good health since he 
has beeninJav% and 1 fear his great exertion 
in learning the Jfavanese language had no 
1^11 share in hastening his end. On the 
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26th October, he left this world of sin and 
sorrow.” 

Before the close of the year, the effects of 
the jealousy which was excited in the minds 
of some on account of the ^ baptism of Mr. 
and Mrs. Diering, begun to be manifest. * “ The 
Churh wardens feared a general dissent from 
the established church,” owing to the success 
Mr, Robinson met .with among the Malay 
Christians; and in November his ministrations 
in the church were interdicted, and Mr. 
Supper was appointed in his room. On the 12th 
of December, a letter from Mr. Bruckner 
jnformed him that the Dutch Ministers liad 
presented a petition to the Government against 
dissensions, that is, against the labours of the 
Baptists. But he still resolved to. preach the 
Gospel, wherever God might open a door, 
‘without regarding whSt man might say. 

On the 26th December, the arrival of Mr. 
and Mrs. Phillips of the Baptist Mission 
cheered him much. Not long after^ this it would 
appear the Governor communicated, with him 
on the subject of the petition that had been 
presented to him. No record of this com¬ 
munication remains, but the purport appears 
to have been, not a direct interdict upon hi.s 
labours, but an expression of His Excellency’s 
disapprobation. Upon this, he with his col- 
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league, presented a memorial to' the Governor. 
Not receiving a reply to it for some time, 
they on the IGth July, 17, waited upon his 
Excellency, “ to ask permission for Bro. Phillips 

to proceed to Samarang, and to know whether 

> 

he had any thing to say on the subject of our 
memorial. We found him still in the same 
mind relative to the baptism of native Chris¬ 
tians. Upon my telling him that another person 
wished to be baptized, he did go so- far as 
to say that he'should not hinder it, but still 
did not approve of my doing it, lest it should 
create a disturbance in families. He desired 
Mr. Phillips to put his request in writing 
and he would consider of it. It appears that 
we must consider ourselves as here by con¬ 
nivance only, and that no Missionary can be 

a 

authorized to ^tay but by the Court of 
Holland.” On the same day, Mr. Robinson ^ 

wrote to Dr. Ryland, requesting that a de¬ 
putation be sent to his Majesty the King 
of the Netherlands, with an application on behalf 
of the Java Mission. In accordance with this 
request Messrs. Roberts and Potts visited Hol- 
and, “ for the purpose of endeavouring to pro¬ 
cure full liberty of conscience and security of 
residence for the Missionaries in Java.” They 
were graciously received, and His Majesty was 
pleased to say, that “he saw no reason why 
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the whole of the request made by the deputation 
should not be granted, and they might be 
assured that he would do in the case whatever 
might be compatible with the welfare of Java.” 

In the mean while, Mr, Robinson was 
exposed to fresh difficulties. On the July, 
he writes, ** This evening heard that the Gover¬ 
nor and his Secretary are gone to the Eastward 
where they will be absent several months; thus 
he has not answered our expectations in re¬ 
plying to Bro. Phillips’s request, which was 
sent to him on the day we waited on him. 
Several circumstances lead us to conjecture 
.that the English are unwelcome here, and 
that their residence here will be made very 
uncomfortable. We now fear that it will be 
a difficult thing for Bro. Phillips to proceed 
to Samarang, as it appears that His Excellency, 

•i. 

however fairly he may speak, has no intention 
to grant him permission; and to proceed 
without his permission might he construed 
.into a crime which would give the Governor 
a pretext to expel us the country.” On the 
;i4th, Mr. Phillips called at the Secretary’s 
office, and was infbrmed that the Governor 
liad left nothing there addressed to him. One of 
the assistants told him that it was not in the 
(lovernor’s power to grant permi^on to any 
Tninister but those of the reformed Church to 
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remain at .Java; but added that if he went to 
Samarang he might perhaps remain unmolested 
till he could get permission from the King. 

On the 2nd of August Mr. Robinson bap¬ 
tized Mr. Mulder, a native of Batavia, who attri¬ 
buted his first religious impressions to a Malay 
sermon preached about three years before,— 
On this subject, he writes to Dr. Ryland, 

Perhaps some persons may suppose, that 
these native Christians only change their senti¬ 
ment relative to Baptism when they join us, and 
that my preaching among them rather promotes 
the interests of a party, than the general cause 
of Christianity. This however is not the case ; 
for I found these native Christians, as they 
are called, deeply sunk in sin. Sabbath break¬ 
ing, drunkenness, gaming, fornication, and (if 
1 may credit report) conjuring, and almost all 
other gross sins were common among them, 
and are common among the generality to this 
day. Some of them pretend to believp the 
doctrine of the transmigration of souls, and 
others are deeply tinctured with the spirit of 
of Deism, through becoming acquainted with 
the works of Voltaire. * Surely such characters 
are merely men of the world.” 

On the 13th August he writes, “This eve¬ 
ning I heard that some of the native Christians 
have presented a petition to the Governoi 
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against me, stating that I have baptized Mr. 
Mulder, and requesfing that 1 ma^ be expelled 
the country.' It is said that Mr. Ross, has 
drawn up this petition. The Governor is now 
at Samarang. 

“ 16th August. This evening I heard that 
two addresses had been presented to the 
Governor concerning me; one by the Church 
council which was drawn up by Mr, Ross. 
It is said that they have not requested tnat 
1 should be expelled, but that 1 should be 
prevented from baptizing any more of the 
native Christians. As the person who gave me 
this information was likely to know the truth, 
and one whose word I could believe; I sup¬ 
pose this is the true state of the case. 

“ 22nA August. This evening I received ti, 
letter from the President of the Magistrates, 
prohibiting me from baptizing any more of the 
native Christians, till I hear froin Samarang, 
upon pain of punishment. 

“^^rd August. This morning after deli¬ 
berating on the contents of the letter 1 re- 
cmved last night, it appeard to Bro. Phillips 
and myself that it would be better not 
to return answer to it, as the probability 
is that if the Governor sends us no order firom 
Samarang, he will return to Batavia in two or 

O 
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three months, and then of course the restric¬ 
tions of a Magistrate will Ibse their weight. 

“ About noon heard that the Magistrate had 
been to the house where I am accustomed to 
preach, and prohibited my preaching there 
any more. I calh*d on liim this evening to 
enquire into the truth of (he m.ttter, vvlien lie 
told mo he had givt'ii t', ■'V-ch order, Thas 
I discovered tiiat ant "h(‘r per^-n- had lieen‘hu- 
inff enouarh to no nod fuiaxo >h< >tv\iee'' in 

O O r 1 

the Magistrate's nan-s aili.ieit .ai\ (Iijeetions 
frotJi him til '■hat eii'er 1 vvas ai.-vt n)[tl at 
the Mtitrisfrtue’.s I'ocst '.'.t an answ'a vva<-' 

n 

«'Xj>e'-fe(* tioiii Sannua^ , in hHJiUen days 

'* 25th August, ri)^ morning 'iNtisted on t]n» 
President of the Mag is. rates and * howed him 
the letter 1 had received. He s.aid it was not 
sent by his direelioi {’or lie only \\ish e titc, 
matter to he propo'^ed to me in the torni 
a request. It v\as reported on l-hiday Iasi 

that a per n was going to ts <.eplii':< <!, a.td 
the fathei of this jjer.soii I cinj v arnily 

opposed to his son hcconiing a Baptist 
requested the Magistrate prevent it, and 
this was wdiy he interfered. I informed the 
President that Mr, Kool had gone to the 
house where I preach, and in the name of 
the Magistiate had forbid my preaching; and 
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requested that he would reprove him for so 
doing : w^hich he promised to do.” 


These impediments to the prosecution of 
hts labours though annoying were not allow¬ 
ed to interfere with the discharge of duty. 
Mr. Thillips, writing in June, I'SIT, says 
''"'’iic -f in Dair vi;! (. which Mr. 

r 

1 .n--. it!'-. '‘.'Mv n- v- a- a <i little 

•'’t; • hi. I !!■'•(.'< nc arid I 

'ngK’ ,( , ■ , !, a. ),i has 'own will 

n<' <i' i'”.. ;i f',' u.'red by divine in- 

iiK-iur. ' ' 'm"w liarvesl, 

;> (>!, t'; .!hi, ■' •.nitir bis l^aartrs 

! > 

M ih \ r \hi\ 

sil l .-.'f I ! .Old proper 

e. i, ,• ! ii, arc • cKiuj fiu' kingdom of 

. ( - )< v\ <• have gria't sati.d'action in tire con- 

O 

>' \ir. h« is a valuable auxili- 


Fr 


V 




■> 

/ s 




v'*t»C'V, 



Mt. and }drs. Pliillips embarked 
Soinetime before their departure 


•>Me liad commenced to hold an 

Kngllsn service on the sabbath evening at 
his own house; his auditory consisted princi¬ 
pally of American merchants and the Captains of 
Vessels touching at Batavia. At the beginning 
of the following year, Mrs. Diering’s relatives 
i.vho had almost forsaken her on account of 
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her baptism, became reconciled; their preju¬ 
dices wore away; and at her j^raiid mother’s 
house, he was enabled to estab^sh a weekly 
meeting for prayer and the exposition of the. 
scriptures. 

“ The number of hearers,” he remarks, is 
but twelve or fourteen; but these are more 
than I can get at Mr. Diering’s house. Every 
thing here seems very dull; I am grieved at 
the state of things, but not particularly 
discouraged, for 1 still hope tliat the Lord 
will appear for us, and cause us to see 
prosperity. I have heard nothing further from 
the Government.” It appears however that elForti^ 
were again made to procure him permission 
to preach in the church, but without success. 
Writing in April, 1819, he says, “ My prospects 
arc a little pleasing; for the number' of my 
hearers has been augmented in each place; 
and our praying friends I hope increase, both in 
the gift and in the spirit of jsrayer.” 

Much of his time was also occupied in the 
preparation of Malay Tracts and Books; among, 
which we may mention particularly the life 
of Bunyan, and a small volume consisting of 
118 Hymns; which were reprinted in Holland 
and are Still used in the Mil ay churches. 
Regarding these labours Mr. Bruckner writes 
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in I85i, “ He translated Banyan’s life into 
Malay and added some suitable notes to it. 
He also composed o‘.hc‘r valuable tracts in 
Malay, and about a hundred Gospel hymns 
in that language which have not yet been 
exceeded by any for th^ir excellence.” 
Robinson remarks: “ I h ive laboured upon 
them fud two years, and have bestowed on 
them all the pains imaginable. I have copied 
each one with my own hands not less than 
seven or eight times, and have corrected and 
altered them, till it is not in my power to 
make any further imj«otcmcnt in them. I 
• 'nust leave the critics in the Malay language 
to say what trey ple^isc of them ; I hope they 
will stand the tost of fair criticii;m ; but niv 
object has been to compose a little work that 
may be useful.” The Reviewer in the Baptist 
Magazine has these remarks : “ Some of these 

pieces are imitations of Hymns in common use 
among us; but the greater part are entirely 
original. Of their merits in a literary point of 
view we do not profess to be able to speak ; 
hut we are happy to adduce tlie powerful tes¬ 
timony of an individual, the learned author of 
the Malayan Dictionary,—whose competence to 
form an opinion will be universally admitted. 
This gentleman, after speaking in high terms 
of Mr. Robinson as a Malayan scholar, ob- 
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serves, “ The Hymns he has composed in thait 
language evince an uncommon degree of pro¬ 
ficiency in it, and in point of idiom would do 
credit to a native writer.” So far regarding the 
hymns; but says Mr. Rdbinson, “if you ash 
how many souls have been saved by my means. 
I have but a poor account to give. I cultivate 
a barren soil, which produces only here and 
tliere a half-growm shrub. Plants of luxur iant 
growth are not to be found here. T often feel 
much distressed; but the Lord enables me io go 
on, though I often feel as if I could preach 

no more, I fear that I shall have but verv few 
^ * 

at last to be my joy and crown of rejoicing.” 

Among the Mahommedans and Chinese liis 
labours were attended with apparently little 
success. Of some he indulged the hope that 
they were truly converted ; but the iiniuber of 
such was small. Of the Chinese he haptized 
one named Thea’n on the 2Ctli S<'])tcmber 1810,. 
amidst some there or four hundred <.'f his coun ¬ 
trymen who stood round as spectators of the 
solemn ordinance. A few extracts from his jour¬ 
nals referring to his labours among these pCi)plo 
will we think be read with interest. 

25th July, 1820. “ Went to Cliilinching this 
morning. I left home before six, and arrived 
there a little after eight. There w'ere but few 
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people in the market; it was the time of 
harvest, and many were gone to gather in their 
crops. Having disposed of my horse, I offered 
a tract containing 15 Malay hymns, to a small 
group of country people, but they said, they 
could not read. On my offering to read it to them, 
they listened with some attention; but some 

d 

noisy Ctiinaraen soon obliged me to move fur¬ 
ther off where there was less confusion. A Ma¬ 
lay man took a Hymn Book and shook hands 
with me as a taken of gratitude. I passed (m 
to a gambling shed where a Chinaman wanted a 
book. Finding myself surrounded with another 
.group of Malays, 1 begun to read a hymn and 
to enlarge u])on its contents; but was soon 
disturbed by a Clilna butcher blowing a horn 
as a signal for bis customers to come and pur¬ 
chase his pork. After 1 had done speaking 1 
offered books, but the general cry was, We can¬ 
not read. I proceeded to the middle of the 
market where I offered books again ; and again 
the excuse was, Wc cannot read: Well, if you 
cannot read, said I, come and hear, and I will 
road to you. 1 read several hmyns and explaii\- 
ed their contents, and my hearers were now not 
only more numerous, but more attentive than 
before. Some who refused the hooks before 
under pretence that they could not read, now 
took them; and others who fancied they could 
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not read Malay without the vowel points, be 
gan to have a better opinion of their abilities; 
w'hile a few begged some for their relations and 
friends who they said could read them. I stood 
perhaps an hour in this place, all the time ex¬ 
posed to the sun. I was now faint and unable 
to do much more, I went to a stall and sat down; 
but could not succeed in getting another group 
round me. Indeed I had not strength and spirits 
enough, for I had already talked two hours, 
besides riding twelve miles, and not having had 
any refreshment since 1 left home, and not 
being very well in health. I was quite exhaust¬ 
ed and obliged to desist. 1 had now to ride 
three miles to Tugooh where I preached in the 
afternoon. My hearers were few but attentive; 
and I hope the word has had some effect in this 
dark village.” 

2Gth July. Preached at Tugooh again this 
morning. My hearers wrerc few; but it was 
pleasing to see them so attentive. I intended 

f 

to return home in tin; afternoon but was 
prevented by rain. I'lie old man at w'hose 
house I lodge is still ill, and in all probability 
will not recover; there seems however some 
reason to hope that he is prepared for the 
change that awaits him. 

The following Extracts contain references to 
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some Chinese customs, which may be found in* 
teresting. 

26th August. This ^^\in I^o 

called on me and told m3 that he wished 
to get a house in which the Chinese might 
meet for instruction in the Christian religion, 
and that he had One in his view, whigh lie 


would show me if I would accompany him 
to town. Ho added too that his employer’ll 
son, a young man, was vc^’ ill, and I might at 
the same time call on nim and pray with him. 

You prayed with me,” said he, “ when 1 was 
sick, and the Lord Jesus certainly heard your 
prayer, for 1 recovered soon after, and without 
auy medicine.” I went witli him immediate!\ . 
and found the house he spoke of was on 
the preniises of his employer, wlio besides his 
sugar works in the country had a large house 
and premises in Batavia. 1 found the young 
man had been ill with a fever nearly a month, 
lie had attended Malay worship once or twice ; 



Jesus that he might recover. I told him i 
would; hut it was not certain he should 

« V 


recover. Jesu5,” said I, “is able to restore 


your health, and perhaps he will; but your 
soul is much more diseased than your body, 
and if you pray to Jesu-* for the pardon of 
your sins and for a clean heart, ho will 
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certainly hear you.” After praying with him 
I offered to give him some medicine, for I 
had understood that his only physician was 
an ignorant Malay woman, who depended more 
on the efficacy of charms than on the quali¬ 
ties of her medicine. I thought it necessary 
however to tell his mother that I w'as no 
medical man though I had occasionally given 
a few doses of medicine to poor people who 
could afford no better assistance, and that 
1 could not be answerable for the result; 
but that I would do my best, and that we 
must depend on the Lord’s blessing for success. 
The old woman gladly accepted my proposal. 

12th September. Spent the whole of this <lay 

in Batavia, and the greater part of it with Sun 
Long and the sick Chinaman. I read and ex 
plained two Chapters to them, and w'c had 
much discourse together on religious subjects. 

I spoke to Sun Long on the subject of wor¬ 
shipping the ashes of his ancestors; but this 
he denied. “ Why do |jjou not then,” said I, 
“ throw them away ?” “ The ashes of my wife’s 
ancestors are mixed wdth those of mine, and 
if I were to throw them away, she would 

turn me -out of doors, for the house is hers; 

# 

but wait a while, and if I cannot by fair 
means persuade her to forsake idolatry, I 
will leave her, and take a house for myself.” 
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When a Chinaman dies, some of his rela¬ 
tions go to three or four different houses, 
begging ashes. These ashes they sift, and 
put into a pot, and carry to the grave of the 
deceased person at the time of his interment. 
Tile pot containing the ashes is afterward plac¬ 
ed on a table in a conspicuous part of the house 
of the surviving relatives, and a small stick of 
.'uoinatic wood is lighted, and stuck in the pot 
every day; and at the time the stick is 
burning the survivors worship the ashes, or 
rather their deceased relation; for they sup- 
T)Oso the spirit of the deceased is present 
there. The act of worship consists in plac¬ 
ing the palms of the hands together, and ad¬ 
vancing them to the forehead; at the same 
time vhc whole body is inclined forward to¬ 
wards the pot. Chinamen also often offer up 
prayer to the ashes or spirits of deceased rela¬ 
tives ; but they never pray for pardon, or any 
thing relative to the life to come, but only for 
gain, success in their undertakings, freedom 
from disasters, &c. When they come from their 
own country to settle at Batavia, they common¬ 
ly bring the ashes of their relatives with 
them. The quantity contained in one of 
these pots differs; in some houses 1 have seen 1 
suppose a full quart; and in others not more 
than a pint, or even less than that.” 
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14th September. This afternoon commenced 

worship ill the house of Sun Long’s employer^ 

Several Chinamen were present who 1 suppose 

never heard any thing of the gospel before. 

They were very attentive; and after I had 

» 

done, one of them enquired when the day of 
resurrection would come; and another said. 
“ I have buried five children; now you say, 
the dead will all live agiiin; shall 1 then see 
my children again?” O le of them wished to 
know whether by means of the book of which 
I had been speaking,—the Bible,—I could tell 
fortunes. I invited them all to come again 
next Thursday afternoon; and I intend if the 
Lord permit, to hold a meeting there every 
Thursday afternoon at 4 o’clock. 

18th September. The’an told me that the 
old Chinawoman to whose son I gave some medi¬ 
cine, and who is now nearly recovered, is desi¬ 
rous of returning thanks to God; but does not 
know how to do it, and wishes me to go and 
instruct her. The question it seems is, wdiether 
she is to kill a few fowls and ducks, and burn 
a few' bundles of paper according to Chinese 
custom on such occasions ; or whether she is 
to do it in some other way. 

19th September. Went thi» evening to see 
the old Chinawoman and her son. As soon as 1 
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entered the door, I saw Tlie’an reading the gos¬ 
pel of Matthew to them in Malaj*. This was 
a pleasing sight. The old woman it seems had 
previously to my visiting her son, made a vow 
that if he recovered she would make an offer¬ 
ing in a neiglibouring temple; but having now 
heard soinothing of Christ, she hesitated; on 
the one h.nid, doubting wlicthcr it would be 
right to make her intended odering, and on the 
other, not feeling satisficvl tint she ought to 
omit it. I told her that God required no offer¬ 
ing but the licart, and tiut it would be very 
sinful in her to worship an idol, after the Lord 
had shown her so much mercy. S!ie acquiesced in 
.ill this, but thought as shi h id undo a vow, she 
ought to make some special ack lowledgement 
of the goodness of God to her. i proposed that 
Mr. Dicring, l’he’a!i and myself should meet 
at her house next Fridiy evening to return 
thanks hir her sou’s recovery; to which she readi¬ 
ly assented. From the conversation I had with 
her, 1 have no doubt that the go pel has made 
some impression upon her mind. The young 
man seems well disposed and inclined to hear; 
but he is not so serious as his mother; still I 
hope they botli make some attempts to pray. 


September. Held the prayer-meeting as 
proposed. Ten or twelve p..rsons including 
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the family were present. The’an prayed before 
his countrymen witli much plainness and free¬ 
dom. One man present told me that he had 
been to hear the word foriwerly; but he knew 
that if he became a disciple of Jesus, he must 
lay aside all unjust methods of getting gain;, 
and he plainly intimated that such a line of 
conduct would not suit him.” 

Thus he continued to labour, having his 
hopes sometimes raised, at others blasted. But 
the Dutch Government continued forcing upon 
him greater restrictions until his slay in the 
Island became exceedingly uncomfortable. Mr. 
Bruckner writing after his death, s.iys, “After 
carrying o’.i his labours for several years even 
under the Dutch Government, Mr. Robinson 
found it very unpleasant to remain much longer 
where the authorities seemed to be against him, 
and the chiirch very inimical to him. His 
preaching in his own house was just not for¬ 
bidden him; and some person having been bap¬ 
tized by him, he received a summons from the 
Magistrate to appear before him on account of 
it. lie found it necessary afterwards to take 
a trip up the country for his health, but could 
not get permis.sion to do so.” Sir Stamford 
Raffles was then at Bencoolen, w'hich on the 
arrival of Messrs. Ward, Barton and Evans 
had become a Mis.sion Station; and Mr. Ro- 
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binson was invited to join them; this invita- 

'j 

tion being kindly seconded by His Excellency 
the Governor, to whom he was well known. 
“After a correspondence which displays mucli 
consclentions solicitude to make the proper de- 
t'ision, he finally complied with the proposal, ' 
and left Java on the 26th June, 1821. 


Thus ended his labours there; labours at¬ 
tended with many discouragements, numerous 
difficulties and not large success. But to all 
who love the Redeemer’s cause it will be erati- 
fying to learn that the Javanese ;ni Malays 
are now reaping the benefit of .‘^ome of those 
labours. Dutch Missionaries were afterwards 
sent to Javji, who have ministered faithfully; 
several tliousands of the Natives have em¬ 


braced Christianity; and among other causes 

which may be supposed to have produced this 

« 

happy result, Mr. Bruckner mentions, a Tract 
of 40 pages, drawn up by Mr. Robinson in 
Malay, and afterwards translated and piinted 


ill Javanese. 


Its title is, the Wuy of Salva¬ 


tion. It is a real solid Christian Tract; it says 


some things very plain against Mahomedanism, 


as to its entire insufficiency for securing salva¬ 
tion. It caused||Rgreat sensation among the 
Natives, so that even the Police interfered with 


roy Tract distributiouu” 
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He rests from Lis labours ; but his works drj 
follow him. 


CHAPTEE XII. 


f •- 

THE SUMATRA MISSION 

[181G—1821.] 


During his stay in Java, Mr. Robinson had, 
in his letters to the Missionaries at Scrampore, 
and to the Socict}^, urge J upon their attention 
the probable advantig-'s of establishing a Mis¬ 
sion at Sumatra. On the South-West coast of 
this large Island, the English had a settlement 
and faetory, to which the name of Fort Marl¬ 
borough was given; it.was about three miles 
distant from the ancient Dutch factory of Ben- 
coolen. Sir Stamford the Governor of 

the Islands in the Archipelago, had his resi¬ 
dence at Fort Marlborough; and always mani- 
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fested an ardent desire that the blessing of 
knowledge and civilization, should be exten¬ 
ded among the inhabitants, and therefore did 
much to encourage Missionary enterprise, In 
1818, a proposition was made to Mr, N. M. 
Ward, a Nephew of Mr. Ward of Scrampore, 
toymocecd to llencoolcn, and spend his life in 
eiPorts to h( nefit the Malays. He was by pro¬ 
fession a printer ; and acceding to this proposal, 
Im at the close of 1818, accompanied His Ho¬ 
nor to Beneoolen, taking with him a press and 
types. He was joined on the 0th of June, ISJ'iO 
bv Messrs. Burton and Evans, of the Baptist 
.Missionary Society : hut they shortly after re¬ 
moved to otlur p.u'Ts of the Island, the former 
to Seholga, and tiie latter to the Dutch settle¬ 
ment of Padang. 

Mr. Robinson having been invited to 
remove to Bencoolen, arrived there on tlie 
3rd July, 1821. Th is was for him a hap¬ 
py change. Released I’rom all those restraints 
to which he was suhjected in Java, he now 
breathed in the healthy atmosphere of religious 
freedom ; and being alneady familiar uith the 
language of the people, he was enabled at once 
to commence his labours. Shortly after his ar¬ 
rival he writes, “ I Irnve had an interview wnth 
the Governor, who received me with much kind¬ 
ness as I expected, and promised to do all in 
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his power to assist me. Mr. Ward has not yet 
returned from Bengal: liis return will be the 
signal for commencing printing, and I hope with 
good effect. Should I now sec a little prosper¬ 
ity I should rejoice; but after having been so 
long in the vale of adversiiy, 1 dare not be san¬ 
guine. 1 know 1 can do nothing, and if tlic 
Lord does not carry on his own work, I shall 
be unsuccessful. I wish to establish Malay 
preaching in our own house, on the Sabbath 
afternoon, but as the experiment is untried, I 
cannot say how it may succeed. 


Mr. Burton is now thinking of proceeding 
to Nias, a most important station, and one where 
he will not have to contend with Mahommedan 
prejudices to any great extent. There are several 
tribes in and about Sumatra who have not em¬ 


braced the religion of the fa’se prophet, and it 
is verv desirable that we should have Mission- 
aries to send among them. If they are not con¬ 
verted to (Christianity, they soon will be to 
Mahomedaiiism; for the disciples of the ere-- 
scent arc unceasingly active in s})rcading their 
pernicious tenets, and whoever receives the 
doctrines of Mahornmed imbibes at the same 


time an almost invincible prejudice against 
the Gospel. To convert a Maliomedan is hu¬ 
manly speaking, a task unspeakably more dif* 
ficult than to convert a heathen, or one who 



REV. W. ROBINSON. 


187 


knows nothing of any religion; hence it is 
much to ho wished that Christian Mission¬ 
aries should go among these tribes, while the 
task they have to perform is comparatively 
easy. 


“July S^lh Having preached twice in Ma¬ 
lay since the date of the above, I am happy to 
add, that there is a groat probability of our 
obtaining a stated coagregation, composed of 
several dilferent descriptions of people. The 
prospect at pro'-cut i> fair; may it never be 
clouded! Mr. Ward has arrived from Bengal 
in good health, a,ad 1 hope will soon bo able to 
preach in Malay. Mr. Evans has left for Pa- 


Clang. 


A few months after this a chapel was built in 
the town, beneath the shade ol‘ a wide spread¬ 
ing Banyan, where Mr. Ilohlnson preached 
every Sabbath. lie aL-o frequently visited the 
markets and other places of public resort, and 
preached the Gospel, “ with a fluency which 
excited the astonislimcnt and admiration of the 


natives,” wlio listened to him with attention, 
while he was engaged sometimes for three or 
four hours together, combating the doctrines 
of the false prophet, and directing his hearers 
to tke only Saviour of mankind. With the chap¬ 
lain of the Station, “ the pious and amiable Mr. 
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Winter,” he was enabled to establissh a month- 
ly prayer meeting for the spread of the Gos¬ 
pel. The meetings were held in the church 
vestry. 

The following extract of n letter to his father 
written in February, T8‘2^?, may be read with 
interest;—“ Numbers of persons receive books, 
and some few seem inclined to read them; but 
the greater part of the inhabitants of this 
country are unable to read. You would think 
perhaps that they would be glad to receive 
instruction ; but the contrary of this is the 
case. Ignorant as they arc, they often think 
themselves wiser than we; yea, they think 
themselves the true servants of God, and regard 
Christians as unbelievers. They are lirmly per¬ 
suaded that all who believe in Mahommed will 
certainly go to heaven, sooner or later, while all 
who reject him will certainly be lost for ever. 
People in England know but little of the diffi¬ 
culties and discouragements which we have to 
bear; we ride miles perhaps under a burning 
sun to talk to a few people, and when w^e ad¬ 
dress them on the subject of religion, they treat 
us with cold indifference, or laugh at us, or are 
angry with us, or endeuveur to prove all we 
say to be false. How very different are the 
circumstances of a minister in England, who can 
have some hundreds of hearers every time he 
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preaches. IIh concern is to preach, ours is to 
get hearers. I should be delighted could I but 
ensure a hundred hearers two or three times a 
week, for I find but little difficulty in preach¬ 
ing; the Malay language is now almost as fa¬ 
miliar to me as English.” 


Mr. Robinson hiid not been there a year, be¬ 
fore he was on the fioth of Mav, 1822 , called to 
sustain a se^evc loss in the d ath of Ins wife. 

All who attended lier sickbed were pleased 
with her end. She did not say much; but what 
she did say gave great satisfaction.’ ” At her in' 
tenr.'^iit, llie >’u era! service v.as read by the 
icliaphun. Seven weeks {'roni this da}', Mr. Win¬ 
ter Inmseir ixvtcd from his labours, and Mr. 

t 

Robinson \'ras Incited to read the same service at 
his grave. IIo diil thL-> without liesiiatiou be¬ 
cause he felt that on this occasion there was no 
part of that solemn service that could not he 
conscientiously read by any dissenter. “Wc 
were with him mucdi,” says Mr. Robinson, 
during his last illness. It was on his death¬ 
bed that he preached his loudest sermon; it 
was here, thrCt he appv*ared the Christian 
indeed. Surely none who witnessed this death¬ 
bed scene could help exclaiming, ‘ Let me die 
the death of the rightcotH 
be like his.’ ” 
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Immediatly after his death, Mr. Rohinsoa 
was invited by the European inhabitants with 
the sanction of the Governor, to perform 
the duties of Chaplain { and after mature 
deliberation, he acceded to their request, re> 
serving to himself however the option of omit- 
ing any portion of the church service, which 
under some circumstances might appear to him 
objectionable. To discharge the duties that now 
devolved upon him faithfully and conscientious¬ 
ly was a task attended with no small difficulty » 
but his sermons show with what faithfulness 
and unflinching boldness, he condemned the 
sins of his countrymen, and declared the whole 
will of God. This, as might be expected in 
some instances gave great offence, but won for 
him no less the respect and esteem of all. Ilis 
duties as Chaplain, w'ere not however allowed to 
interfere with his Missionary labours. When¬ 
ever his health permitted he preached as usual 
in the Bazaar, and in tlic Malay chapel on the 
Sabbath afternoon. On the 1st of November,. 
1822, he baptized an aged Malay woman a na¬ 
tive of Amboyna, named Catharina Styfens, 
who bad been brought to the knowledge of the 
truth under his discourses. This was the only 
instance in which h^was privileged to admi- 
■Ubter this, ordinance m Bencoolem 
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In addition to these duties, much of his time 
was devoted to the establishment of schools, 
and the preparation of books and tracts. The 
natives were exceedingly ignorant. Some of 
them had learned the Arabic characters; but 
as the only books that could be obtained were 
manuscript and these were necessarily very 
scarce, and not to be obtained but at a high 
price, there were hundreds who though able 
to read had scarcely seen a book for years. 
And those whose means enabled them to pro¬ 
cure books, could derive from them no further 
instruction than what was to be obtained from 
the doctrines of the false prophet. Schools 
were therefore established in and near Bencoo- 
len ; and in \ 822 , the number of pupils in 
regular attendance amounted to a hundred and 
twenty three. But elemetitary works for the 
use of the schools, and tracts for general dis¬ 
tribution in addition to those prepared in Java 
and printed at Serarapore were necessary, and 
with a press on the spot Mr. Robinson was 
able to give considerable aid in this way. In 
1821 and 1822 , he published a tracf on the 
Creation and Fall of man, to which the Natives 
gave the title of the History of the Pro¬ 
phet Adam ; a little book consisting of thirty 
easy lessons on Moral and Scientific subjects; 
an elementary Treatise on Astronomy; another 



UEMOI&S OF T«E 


»on Geography; a little book of Moral* and 
another of Grammatical Lessons. With refer¬ 
ence to these books, which were not only used 
in the schools, but otherwise widely distribu¬ 
ted, Mr. Robinson says; “ Science will not 
make them Christians, but it will assist in dis¬ 
pelling the mists of Maliomedanism and teach 
them to use their mental powers. 

“ There is a wide field for the distribution of 
books in Sumatra. The inhabitants of the 
West coast, from North to South, are glad to 
receive llicin. Sir Stamford Raffles has sent 
a parcel of our tracts to each district under 
his Government, with directions to the resi 
dent native chief to have them distributed. 
Mr. Burton took with him a great number 
for distribution along the coastj when he left 
us a few weeks ago; and he writes that 
they were every where well received, and 
that the natives read them with much in¬ 
terest. As soon as he arrived at his station 
numbers ihquired for gospels; but alas! he had 
none. Neither our pens nor our press can 
supply the present demand for books. . Mr. 
Burton says in a letter to Mr. Ward: “The 
Lord seems now to have given the whole coast 
into oifr hands. Much depends upon the press. 
Reading is certainly very common, and a rel- 
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ish for it may easily be increased by giving 
ihem books which they can understand. Evans 
will, at the lowest estimation require a thou¬ 
sand copies of each tract you publish. 1 think 
also W’e ought to make a vigorous effort to 
support a larger printing establishment, as 
tracts will certainly be called for, both mpre 
frecjuently and in greater numbers than you 
can supply at present. There are very few 
native works in circulation among the Malays in 
this coast ; those therefore who have a taste for 


reading, cannot gratify it, but by means of our 
hooks. This is a pleasing circumstance, and it 


is certainly an important object to supply those 
who wish to read, with such as will pour the 


light of day into their benighted minds.” 


A monthly lecture in Malay was also com¬ 
menced, “ for the purpose of giving instruction 
to the natives in Geography, Astronomy, His¬ 
tory and any other subject, which might be 
interesting to them. The first lecture was on 
geography. Several of the Native chiefs were 
present, and about fifty other persons: mostly 
men who have some little claim to information. 


The second lecture was on the peopling of the 
earth. Some days after an old man said to Mr. 
Robinson, “ I wish you would publish your 
last lecture; I should be glad of more infor- 
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mation on that subject; for I cannot believe 
the stories which the Malays tell us, about 
people falling from the clouds.” 

In 1823, he published a tract on the way of 
Salvation, consisting of about seventy octavo 
pages; and in the same year his Malayan Ortho¬ 
graphy, designed to assist English students of 
the Malay language. The hymns and Matthew’s 
gospel, were also extensively distributed; and 
as the natives found the latter more intelligi¬ 
ble than the version commonly used, he was 
encouraged to recommence the translation of 
the New Testament. The gospel of John hav¬ 
ing been completed, a portion of it was submit¬ 
ted by the Bible Society there to the inspection 
of a special committee, well versed in the lan¬ 
guage. Their report was in every respect 
favourable, and he was recommended to un¬ 
dertake a new version of the whole Bible. In 
addition to all these labours, he had also a 
boarding school, composed principally of Go¬ 
vernment wards. 

On the 9th of June, 1823, he married Mrs. 
Knaggs, a Dutch lady of deep and exemplary 
piety. She had been converted under his 
ministrations in Batavia; and so high was the 
value she set on gospel privileges and Christian 
instruction, that rather than lose them, she 
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resolved to sacrifice a pension she enjoyed from 
the Dutch Government, which constituted her 
sole means of support, and accompany her min¬ 
ister and his family to Bencoolen. To two 
little children, w’hom his late wife’s death left 
motherless, she now became a faithful, tender 
and affectionate guardian. 

A few extracts from his journal dated in 
18i24, w'ill close this brief view of his labours 
in Sumatra. 

The first extract contains a few reflections 
drawm from reading the lives of the Rev. David 
Browm and Dr. Buchanan. It is dated thefJth May. 
.“I had been accustomed to think rather meanly 
of these good men, es]')ecially of the latter. 1 have 
heard him spoken of as a man of doubtful 
piety. J had no opportunity of being person¬ 
ally acquainted w’ith him, and was but parti¬ 
ally acquainted with Mr. Brown; my opinion 
of both therefore depended much on the 
testimony of others. I am glad my mistakes 
have been corrected. Good men would think 
much better of each other than they do, 
w^ere they but better acquainted with each 
other. May I for the future indulge a more 
expansive charity. God has a work for all 
his ser’^ants to do, for Episcopalians as well 
as Baptists, for the retired and persevering 
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as well as for those who move in a more 
active sphere. He divides his work among 
his servants. India will he evangelized, but 
by no denomination exclusively; several are 
employed in the work, and He gives a 
measure of success to each, and advances his 
kingdom by means of each. Messrs. Brown 
and Buchanan seem to have been very pious 
men, yot they were men of different talents. 
Mr. Brown’s were less shining and less 
calculated to excite public attention, but 
they were well adapted to that ])articular sphere 
in which he was designed to move; and it 
pleased God to crown liis persevering efforts 
with great success. Buchanan seems to have 
been designed to act a more public part, 
and his talents were excellently adapted to 
the w^ork which he had to perform. Bold, ardent 
and zealous, with a mind well stored with 
science and a popular style of writing, he was just 
the man for exciting public attention, and 
raising men from their lethargy. 1 do not remem¬ 
ber ever being so interested in reading any 
work as I have been in reading his life.” 

The following extracts will show something 
of the nature of Mr. Robinson’s labours among 
the Malays :— 
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Lord’s day, J uly 25th. This morning we 
went to Old Bencoolon, to the liouse of a person 
whom we commonly call the old man. We 
remained with him about three hours, dis¬ 
cussing a variety of subjects relative to the 
christiai\ religion, in a friendly manner. This 
old man, has the Old and New Testament 
in Malay- He seems to have read both w'ith 
a considerable degree of attention and has 
consequently become very inquisitive. He 
complains however that the language of the 
Malay Bible is very ambiguous. He received 
some time ago a few copies of the Historical 
Catechism for distribution, and there is rea- 
son to hope has made a good use of them • 
among the boys in the School.” 

"August 1st. Went to Old Bencoolen again 
to-day, where we distributed a number of 
Gospels, Catechisms and Tracts. Some ap¬ 
peared glad to get them, perhaps because they 
furnish them with something to read, for 
native works are scarce and dear. We fell 
in with the old man again. He seems friendly 
to the native Schools. It is pleasing to see 
that prejudice begins to subside, and that 
the benefits of education begin to be appre¬ 
ciated.”^ 
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The following extract will convey some idea 
of the opinions of the Mahomedans respecting 
a future state 

Lord’s day, August 22nd. We went to day 
into the Marlborough Bazar, and spent most 
of the time in one shop ; where we conversed 
a long time with a Malim, or learned man, to 
whom we put a number of questions concern¬ 
ing heaven, hell, the state of separate spirits, 
and other subjects of a similar nature. He 
stated that the soul goes to heaven or hell 
when the body dies, but that it visits the 
body on Mondays and Fridays; and that these 
visits will continue until the resurrection. 
Speaking of the punishment in the grave, he 
said, that it continues only forty days, but 
he did not explain how a dead body can 
suffer. The good works of men, he said, will 
at the day of resurrection be weighed against 
their sins; those whose sins preponderate, 
will be sent to hell; those whose good works 
outweigh their crimes will gain admission iqto 
heaven; while those whose sins and deeds 
of piey are of equal weight will neither go 
to heaven nor hell; but will be placed in a 
middle state, where they will enjoy some of 
the pleasures of heaven, and suffer %ome of 
the torments of hell. When by suffering they 
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are sufficiently purified, they will be admitted 
into heaven. Those who go to hell, if Mus- 
selmans, will also be purified by their suffer¬ 
ings, just as rusty iron is purified by fire; 
and wull at last gain admission into the 
abodes of blessedness; but infidels, that is all 
who do not believe on Mahomed, must suffer the 
torments of hell for ever. The faithful will, after 
suffering a considerable time in hell, recollect 
their prophet, and begin to declare their faith 
in him. At the sound of his all-efficacious 
name, the fire of hell will be extinguished, 
the gates will fly open> his followers will 
march out, and Mahomed himself will come, 
to convey them to heaven. Thus every one 
who believes on Mahomed will be even¬ 
tually saved. The vilest of wretches though 
dying impenitent will obtain heaven at last, by 
pronouncing the name of the prophet. When it 

was objected that punishment, supposing it to 
make atonement for sin, could not purify the 
. mind, change the heart, and fit a person for hea¬ 
ven, we found this learned man quite unable to 
comprehend such ideas. They know not what a 
change of heart means. To renounce heathenism, 
Christianity, or any other religion, and embrace 
that of Mahomed is what they call repentance 
and conversion. Being told that he could per- 
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form no good works, because his heart Was sin¬ 
ful, and that he could not therefore be saved by 
them, he was much at a loss for a reply; but 
was relieved from his embarrassment by a per¬ 
son calling him away.” 

In September, 1824, Mr. Robinson was com¬ 
pletely laid aside for nearly eight weeks, by a 
severe attack of fever. For some time his life 
Was despaired of; and on his recovery the dis¬ 
order in liis head, brought on by the Batavia 
feVer, increased to such an extent as to render 
a sea voyage necessary. In a letter to his father 
dated December, 1824, he says, with reference 
to his ill health; “ It would be no difficult 
matter for me to bring on a lit of insanity ; in¬ 
deed, I have been twice oii the very point of 
losing my senses, in consequence of too close an 
application to study. My intellectual powers 
are now so debilitated that I can do nothing 
in ,the Mission. To write a letter is the utmost 
stretch of my ability, and I cannot always do 
tbat. The heat is quite too much forme; I. 
long for cold; I could almost wish myself 
among your Christmas frost and snow; I think 
1 could soon bear them better than this eternal 
heat. For nearly twelve years, I have lived al¬ 
most under the line, where the sun regularly 
rises and sets at six o’clock all the year round.” 
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At the close of 1824, Bencoolen was ceded to 
the Dutch in exchange for Chinsurah in 
Bengal; and the labours of the Missionaries 
Mere brought to an early close. Mr. Ward 
alone continued at Padanff. 

O 

The following extract contains a very hum¬ 
bling view of himself, while taking a retrospect 
of his labours among the Malays:— 

“ Tuesday, January, 10th, 1825, 1 am now on 
board the ship Larkins, lying in Rat Island ba¬ 
sin, bound to Bengal, This is a change I did 
not expect. A few weeks ago, I thought of 
spending my life among the Malays, but now 
, I look forward to terminating my days among 
the Hindoos. It has pleased the Lord, by per¬ 
mitting the disorder iu my head—to which I 
have long been subject—to grow to such a 
pitch as to render me incapable of study, to 
effect my removal from the Malay countries, I 
consider this removal as one of the most import¬ 
ant occurrences of my life. As I never expect 
to return, so I regard my poor efforts among the 
Malays as terminated. The retrospect is pain¬ 
ful and ought to fill me with shame, I have been 
almost twelve years among these people, and 
have not been instrumental to the conversion of 
one of them. If I have been instrumental of 
good, it has been among them who previously 
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bore* the Christian name. Particularly do 1 re¬ 
gret the line of conduct I have pursued at Ben- 
cool en, I have builded, and planted, and taught 
a school; but the spirit of prayer and holy 
affections have declined. I was a better Mis- 


sionarj' at Java than I have been here. There 
1 attended to nothing but my work, and found 
time for extraordinary prayer ; here I have been 
too much engaged in secular concerns, ho})ing to 
support myself and family in future. But it 
has pleased the Lord, by the cession of this 
place to tlie Dutch, and by this heavy afili'^’tion 
to disappoint all my hopes. But bo it so: 1 am 
content, 1 am more than content. I think I 
have cause to rejoice the snare is now broken ; 
the spell which held me is dissolved, and 1 am 
free again for the w'ork of the Mission. Did 
1 not regret the loss of nearly twelve j'cars’ 
labour in this language, and did I not see cause 
to consider this event in the light of a chavtise- 
ment, I should be much more inclined to re¬ 


joice. May I never more be entangled with the 
affairs of this life, that I may please him who 
hath called me to be a soldier. Ma}”^ a wish to 
provide for my family never prove a snare again; 
but may I trust to Providence.” 
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OHAPTEK XIII. 


CAJ.CrTTA,—THE LALL BAZAR CHAPEL, 



C>n the of March, after being on 

board for two loontlis and a half, we arrived at 
Calcutta. Tile passage, coiisidcrijig the dis¬ 
tance, was, owdng to contrary wu\ds arid foul 
wcatluT, long and tedious; but it was the 
means of much benelit lo Mr. Robinson; and 
though his health had not improved so as to 
admit of much tneutal exertion, or of his itiner¬ 
ating as he had been accustomed to do in the 
j)rime of life, yet he was so far restored as to 
be able to preach in English on the first Sab- 
bath after his arrival, and a few weeks to com¬ 
mence afresh his labours in the Bengalee lan¬ 
guage. He now resided f(-r a few months in 
Serampore; but was soon in\ ited to the pastor¬ 
al charge of the church meeting in the Lall 
Bazar chapel in Calcutta. 
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This was the first dissenting chapel in that 
city, and at the time it was built there was be¬ 
sides but one place for Protestant worship ; this 
was the Old or Mission Church, which however 
was very thinly attended. The Baptist Mis¬ 
sionaries at Serampore, desirous of extending 
their eflbrts to the city, at first preached in a 
hired house in the Lall Bazar, where for some 
weeks, their auditory consisted of three, four 
or ■ six persons. They afterwards obtained a 
room in Cossitollah, in the house of the late 
Mr. Peter Lindeman, where their congregations 
increased to sixty or more. Thus encouraged 
they began to collect funds for the purchase of 
a piece of ground, and the erection of a chapel 
which was opened on the 1st of January, 1809. 
The church, consisting of a few members who 
had previously been baptized at Serampore, was 
under the pastoral care of Drs. Carey and 
Marshman and Mr. Ward; who in January, 
1816, united wdth them in this office, Messrs, 
E. Carey and Lawson, then resident in Calcutta. 
The church now received several additions; but 
subsequent circumstances induced Messrs. Ca¬ 
rey and Lawson to withdraw, and on the erec¬ 
tion of the Circular Road chapel in 1820, they 
became joint pastors of the church meeting 
there. After this, owing to the death of Mr, 
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Ward, in 1823, and the removal of some of the 
more active members from the Lall Bazar 
church, the pastoral charge could not be so effi¬ 
ciently sustained by Drs. Carey and Marshman; 
and the attendance at the chapel diminished 
greatly. On Mr. Robinson’s return to Bengal, 
at the sugj^estion of the Senior Missionaries, 
he was invited to become sole pastor of the 
church ; and he i^dily accepted of the invita¬ 
tion; feeling th^his broken constitution and 
(lebilitated mind could better sustain the regu¬ 
lar duties of a pastor, than the mental and phy¬ 
sical labour to nhich he had hitherto subjected 
himself as a Missionary. 

I 

On th? Kith of June, 1825, he was duly or¬ 
dained to the ])astorai office ; Drs. Carey and 
Marshman at the same time resigning the charge. 
The ordination prayer was offered by Mr. James 
Hill of the Union chapel, and the charge was 
delivered by Dr. Marshman. At this time the 
congregation of a Sabbath morning consisted of 
about sixty ; and of an evening, about half that 
number; but the attendance almost immediate¬ 
ly begun to improve. The church consists of 
both English and Native members; and services 
were held in both languages. In the Bengalee 
material assistance was rendered by several of 
the members, some of whom preached with great 

R 
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acceptance. Notwithstanding this, Mr. Robinson 
personally conducted six services every week; 
namely, two in Itnglish on the Sabbath, one 
in Bengalee and three in English during the 
week in the chapel and in Cooly Bazar, where 
some of the ineinhers resided. In June, 182G, 


Ids wife was removed from him by death; and 
in December he, in a letter to his mother, thus 
describes his feelings under^he various trials 
through which he had alret^^ passed and his 
prospects in connection with the church. “ When 
1 think of these great and sore troubles, I feel 
the arrow's of the Almighty drink up my spi¬ 
rits. These troubles with long and heavy 
bodily afflictions have ruined my constitution 
and cdinost broken my spirits. Still I must 
say, the hand W'hie.h has chastised me, has sup¬ 
ported me, and I can see many causes for thank¬ 
fulness amidst all my sonows. I am not 
without some encouragement in my work, but 
I have also some things of a painful nature to 
endure. I have hajitized nine this year, but we 
have lost eleven ; eight by death, and three in 
a manner more painful. The congregation in¬ 
creases very gradually. We have now about a 
hundred on a Sabbath morning. This wou d 
be thought few at Olney; but few as it is, it 
is nearly double the number which 1 had when 
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I first settled in Calcutta. In tlie cveninsr we 
ha/c seventy; this is more than double the 
thrity which J hau wlien I bci^un. On the 
i^diole, we may say the congrej^ation is doubled. 
But still there are few cc)nversions. I often. 


adopt father SutclilTs prayer,” Let conversion 
work go forward, we beseech the.” 


On the 11th April, 1827, Mr. Robinson was 
united in marrl.'^c to Mrs. Lish, one of the 
Deaconnesses O’’ the Church. As she had a 


family of four Cliildren, he found it necessary 
to increase hi^ means of support, by opening 
a small School; in which without taxing Iiis 
* mind too much, lie was enabled to impart use¬ 
ful and. religious instructions to many of the 
cliildren of his congregation. ■ 


The summer of 18;3S, was exceedingly op¬ 
pressive, and he suffered severely from it. 
Addressing his mother in August, he says; “ my 
strength and spirits are both failing. I have 
been labouring beyond my strength; and the 
present hot season has been so trying that 1 
have been quite overcome by it. I feel a de¬ 
bility and languor which I know not how lo 
describe; and to which I suppose every body 
in England is a stranger. I have been so weak, 
when going to preach, that I have been scarce- 
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ly able to walk the vestry; my legs have 
trembled under me. I have on such occasions, 
been carried through nmcfll better than might 
have been expected ; and after preaching twiiJfe 
in this weak state a restless feverish night has 
followed. I have therefore determined on doing 
less; and have given up, for the present at 
least, two of my week-day services.” At the 
close of this year, the number of members in 
the church amounted to a hundred and ten. 

Connected with the church was an Auxiliary 
Society, denominated the Lall Bazar Baptist 
Missionary Society. Its funds were derived 
principally from the members of the congre¬ 
gation, and its object w^as tlie preaching of the 
gospel in Calcutta and its vicinity by Native 
agency. The preachers supported by it preach¬ 
ed the gospel statedly in priv ate houses, and in 
Bungalow chapels, and often on the road side in 
different parts of the city, and they gradually 
extended their labours to the villages south of 
of Calcutta. Several of the inhabitiuits of these 
villages, awakened by the word of God, walked 
from twelve to fifteen miles, to attend the Ben- 
gtlee services at the chapel on the Sabbath : 
and on one occasion in 1829, Mr. Robinson re¬ 
marks, “We had present in the vestry not less 
than twenty-five persons, all of whom had given 
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up their caste, that they might become Chris¬ 
tians.” Shortly after this, when five of these 
were baptized, he says in a letter to the Sec¬ 
retary to the Baptist Missionary Society, “ It 
would have gratified you to sec thirty two en¬ 
quirers at the cha{)el, those who were baptized 
included. Such was the scene witnessed hei’e 
on the 2Gth of April. Rut these are not all who 
havjc given up their caste; there are many, we 
know not how many more. We have cmquirers 
in many villages ; tlie most remote of which is 
little less than iwcmty miles from Calcutta. 
But this is not all ; our Circular Hoad brethren 


are busy in the sanie vv,\y ; they have numeroUvS 
••enquirers, and 1 hope will soon have many con¬ 
verts. Now ti..< is really something new, and 
1 hope we are on the eve of better days. No-^ 


tiling like this has been 


wit lies-e:l in this coun¬ 


try before. I hope if will go on.” 


Some of them had shortly to pass through 
severe persecutions. In a village c died Sulkea, 
about a dozen had met on a S ibbath morning 
■for worship, and had afterwards sat to dinner 
together ; when a band of men broke in sud¬ 
denly upon them,” and beat them very cru¬ 
elly. Four persons were seriously wounded 
and several hurt; one poor man had his hut 
burnt and his little all destroyed. “ Measures are 
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taken,” said Mr. Robinson, “ to obtain legal 
redress, just for the sake of future security; 
but though I have waited on the Judge myself, 
J doubt whether they will succeed. As these 
poor men have many enemies, because they 
wish to be Christians, and as falsehood, perjury 
and bribery are universal, there is but little 
room to hope that they will obtain justice.” 

In January, 1832, Mr. Robinson joined* the 
Serampore Mission. It would be out of place 
t,o enter upon the painful circumstances which 
led to the separation of the Serampore Mis.-ion- 
aries from the Parent Society'. But the (jnes- 
tion has been asked, “ Why did Mr. Robinson 
join them ?” The answer to this question it 
seems desirable to give, and as far as possible 
in his own words. With the Senior Mission¬ 
aries he had long been associated in the field ol 
labour; his first years as a Missionary w'crc 
spent with them, and, notwithstanding a few 
unpleasant circumstances which in the earK 
days of the Mission occasionall}'^ interrtqttod tin* 
harmony of “the Mission Family,” yet he was 
strongly attached to Drs. Carey and Marsh- 
man, and Mr. Ward, The reports against them 
which had been widely circulated, and which 
threatened to curtail their usefulness, were in 
his opinion ungrounded, and he esteemed it his 
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duty to defend the good men. A letter from him 
to Mr. Christopher Anderson of Edinburgh had 
produced a ha])py effect in their favour in some 
quarters; and he was requested by Mr. John 
Foster and other friends to write again. lie 
felt it an iinplc<isaiit task to be mingled in 
a controversy- of this nature; but he says, 
“ Though it be to niy personal interest to be 
silent, yet what is dutij ? I have for weeks 
past seriously jirayed for direction, and have 
set apart an hour this morning for the pur¬ 
pose of laying this matter before the Lord. 
It now seems to me that I ought to w'ritc, and 
to leave my character and means of support 
with the Lord, I believe the Serampore bre¬ 
thren have been very much injured, and it 
does not appear consistent with my duty 
though I am certain of suffering very much, 
to be silent in the day of their calamity. 1 
therefore now resolve to say what I can in 
their favour; and this I do from a sense of 
duty, and not because I love controversy, nor 
•because 1 wish to indulge any malignant feel¬ 
ings against the opposite party. Now*, Lord, 
I look to thee to assist me in the perform¬ 
ance of this duty, to make my poor attempts 
effectual, and to support me under all trials, 
and finally to deliver me out of them all.” 
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These letters were subsequently published. 

In 1831, Dr. Carey was engaged in read¬ 
ing the proof sheets of his last edition of the 
Bengalee Bible one day, when Mr. Robinson 
entered the room. The Doctor said to him ; 

“ Brother Robinson, I am now carrying through 
the press an edition of the whole Bible in 
Bengalee in one volume; I am very anxious 
before I die to see it completed; I shall then 
think my work is done, and quietly wait 
the time of my departure.” 

After this, Mr. Robinson says, “ One morn¬ 
ing I went to breakfist with him, when he 
brought out the Bible, and seemed to have , 
very great pleasure in saying, it was finished. 

I remarked, you have had your wish, you 
have lived to see it completed.” “ Yes,” he replied, 
“ I have, but I have now another wish; I wish 
before I die to see you a member of the Se- 
rampore Mission.” Tliis desire was also realized. 

In the moan while, the church flourished, 
and bade fair to be exceedingly prosperous. 
In 1832-33 fifty-five were added to them, of 
whom several were from the villages south of 
Calcutta. The following account of a visit to 
these villages written by Mr. Leechman, now 
in Hammersmith, in a letter to S. Hope, Esq., of 
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Liverpool, will we think be found interesting. 

September 2iid 1838, “ I have lately return¬ 
ed from a Missionary trip to the villages 
south of Calcutta, w'here our good Brother 
Robinson’s labours have been so signally bless¬ 
ed. Brother Robinson had been up at Seram- 
pore at our usual monthly meeting, held in 
Dr. Carey’s study, for j)rayer and trans¬ 
action of business in reference to the Mission. 
So we started together for Calcutta ; I preach¬ 
ed for him at the Lall Bazar in the evening; 
and next morning we set out for the villa¬ 
ges. Our first convevance was a native “Gar- 

O •. 

roc,” a vehicle that would excite considerable 
attention were it to appear in your crow'ded 
streets ! Gorachaiid, the native ])reacher was 
with us, and also an old ladv, a native of the 
countrv, who has lost her little all by the late 
failures, but who has long been an eminent 
Christian, and who spends a great part of her 
time among the villages, preaching to the poor 
females, the Gospel of Christ. When we ar¬ 
rived at the Ghat, we entered a canoe, in the 
bottom of which we sat a la Turque. Our 
canoemen were Native Christians, and members 
of the church ; sometimes with ])addles, some¬ 
times by means of long poles, they moved us 
along with considerable speed. The canal 
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through which we had to pass was peculiarly 

offensive. It is reputed sacred. And the nuni- 

» 

her of the deal lioatiiig in its stream, or burn¬ 
ing on, its banks, and the utter indifference 
manifested to them bv the livinsr, afford sicken- 
ing proof of the iio Tors and degradation of 
idolatry. After leaving this, we entered a 
Khal, and reached our first station, Jyadagote, 
about noon. Bv this time, we liad entirely 
left the land, aad were surrounded on every 
hand ^\\\\ paddy fields covered with water; the 
houses of the poor natives were all built on 
artificial ground, made of the earth obtained 
by digging tanks ; and there was no possibility 
of going from one place to another except by 
canoes. The rice fiehls were dressed in the 
loveliest green. Scattered villages were seen in 
the extended p^ain beautifully shaded by the 
palm and other trees. At Jyadagote, Ram Hur- 
ree, the native preacher, and several of the 
brethren met us. H !re there is a school, and 
a little chapel In which our native brother 
preaches, and several are united together as a 
church of Christ. Aft.^r talking with them, 
and leaving with the.n the elements for the 
administration of the Lord’s Supper on the 
Sabbath, we left for Bulorampore, where two 
or three Christian families reside, and where 
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Ram Hurree preaches on the afternoons of the 
Lord’s day—preaching at home morning and 
evening. Here we conversed with a candidate 
who was waiting for baptism ; and after making 
arrangements to baj)tize her on the Monday as 
we returned, w'e started i'oi Noorsickdarchok, 


our principal station, where we arrived in safety 
in the evening. At this place, we have a little 
plot of ground bought by our late excellent 
brother Chodron. There is a good chapel, a 
small number of houses where the native Chris¬ 


tians reside, and I'oom to build more as their 
number increases. Shortly after our arrival 
the go7tg was sounded to call the people to wor¬ 
ship; it was delightful to hear the canoes ap¬ 
proaching the house of prayer ; some brought 
a little milk, others presented a few cocoa-nuts, 
as an expression of theii kindly feelings towards 
the Sahebs; and after a very pleasant evening's 
exercise we retired to rest. On the morrow 


after praying with the brethren,*and expound- 
iPg a portion of the Scripture, w’e started in 
our canoe to visit one or two subordinate sta¬ 


tions. Wherever we went, all the people 
turned out to hear. Under the shade of a tree, 
or under the verandahs of thcii humble dwellings, 
we had many opportunities of preaching the 
truth. As there is not one •Bramhun in that 
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part of the country, we met with nothing like 
opposition. While brother R. was preaching 
to the men, the old lady who accompanied us 
was addressing the females in private. And 
everywhere our poor brethren and sisters ex¬ 
pressed great delight at our visit. On our 
return we were caught in heavy rain, which 
prevented us from visiting another village, in 
which we heard there were three persons who 
had lately given up caste. Our brethren how¬ 
ever assembled at home as they did in the 
morning, and we closed the day, as we had bt*- 
gun it, with prayer and praise. 

Next day was the Sabbath. The gong was 
sounded twice on this occasion to invite the 
people to the house of God. It reminded me 
of the Church going bell ” in the land that 
is afar off, and awakened a train of emotions in 
which it was difficult to say, whether pleasure 
or sadness was the predominant element. A 
congregation of thirty assembled. Brother R., 
preached from 1 Peter ii. 28; and as he was 
addressing a company of those who had been 
lately wandering in all the errors and miseries 
of idolatry, but who had now been brought into 
the fold of the great and good Shepherd, his 
subject was pecularly appropriate. After the 
sermon the Lord’s Supper was administered to 
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fifteen communicants. There was little in the 
scene that could delight the mere carnal obser¬ 
ver. But what Christian could look at it with 
indifference ? The Saviour was eqxially present 
in our lowly dwelling, as he is in the most 
splendid temple consecrated to his praise. In 
the afternoon we went to Debeepore, another 
station where there is also a little church; and 
after preaching, administering the Lord’s Sup¬ 
per, and visiting some of our poor sick people, 
we returned again to Noorsickdarchok, and 
held a praj’er meeting there in the evening, 
when two of our native brethren engaged very 
much to our satisfaction. 

t 

On Monday morning we proceeded to Bula- 
ranipore. Many had assembled to witness the 
baj)tism, who behaved with the greatest deco¬ 
rum, and listened with attention to what was 
said. Our native preachers took part in the 
devotional part of the service. The whole was 
truly impressive. Here we met some of the bre¬ 
thren who were not able to meet us at any of 

r 

the other services. So that I saw them all, with 
only one exception. In these villages there are 
forty persons in communion with the church. 
There are four good schools well attended. And 
many who are yet heathens have the Gospel 
freely and faithfully preached to them. We 


S 
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are not without our troubles and anxieties in 
these little churches. But we have much to 
encourage us. Some have died in the faith ; 
and many afford pleasing evidence that they 
are born of God.” 

Shortly after Mr. Robinson was united to 
the Serampore Mission, he joined the Commit¬ 
tee, and became also one of the Directors, 
of Serampore College, and though he was not 
able to render much, if any pecuniary aid to¬ 
wards the support of the Mission Stations, yet 
he shared with the senior brethren their respon¬ 
sibilities, and as far as he was able aided tliem 
by his counsels and his prayers to the last. And 
when, to use his own expression —“ the last star 
of that bright constellation had set,” it was 
w’ith no small difficulty he could command his 
feelings, while at Dr. Mai'shman’s personal re¬ 
quest, he endeavoured to improve the event from 
the W'ords, ‘‘This is a faithful saying, and wor- 
tJiy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners, of whom I am 
chief.” Shortly after this, while w'alking beneath 
the trees overshadowing the road that runs be¬ 
fore the printing office at Serampore, he re¬ 
marked, “ I feel a painful solitude now. A few 
years back, how many of us were here ! I have 
walked beneath these trees with the earliest 
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Missionaries to India; they are all gone, I am 
here the last of them.” 

It was natural for him now to fix his thoughts 
more than ever upon the world to come, and 
the ensraffements of saints after death; and 

O c? * 

about this time he commenced his poem “ The 
Invisible World.” 

After Dr. Marsliman’s death, Mr. Mack wdio 
was then in England, entered into arrange¬ 
ments with the Committee of the Baptist 
Missionary Society to transfer to their funds all 
the stations and Missionaries hitherto connected 
with the Serampore Mission ; and Mr. Robin- 
%son was again joined to the Parent Society, 
who proposed that he should remove to some 
other station where he might be able to devote 
his time and labour to more direct efforts for 
the conversion of the heathen. 

It was about this time that some professors 
liad gained admission into the church, who en¬ 
deavoured to create mischief and dissension; 
and they succeeded to a lamentable degree. The 
minds of some of the older members were also 
infected by the poison they sought to spread; 
and great troubles ensued. The basest calumnies 
were propagated, and gained too ready cre¬ 
dence ; and Mr. Robinson’s situation was ren¬ 
dered extremely painful. A consciousness of 
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integrity and the consolations of the gospel 
sustained him while passing through these deep 
trials; and in the w ords of Joh he said, “ I will 
hold fast my integrity till I die.” But while 
his soul was yet bowed down under these pres¬ 
sures from without, Providence was preparing 
for him a more bitter cup. His wife was suddenly 
removed by cholera. He had come up, as he 
usually did once a month, to Serampore, and 
while breakfasting with Mrs. Dr. Marshman on 
the 16th of May, 1838, a messenger from Calcutta 
announced that Mrs. Robinson had been taken 
with cholera during the night. He hastened 
liome but found her on the point of death. 
She recognised him but was speechless, and in 
about half an hour expired, b or eleven years 
he had enjoyed uniningled happiness in her 
company, and now the Almighty removed this 
comfort too with a stroke. His calumniators at¬ 
tributed the dispensation to the just judgment 
of God. From some who had been his friends, 
and with whom once he held sweet counsel, he 
received no kindness, and others in whom he 
confided, and who ^jrofessed the deepest sym¬ 
pathy, only retired from his company to join his 
enemies and do him further injury. “ All thy bil¬ 
lows,” he exclaimed, “ are gone over me—all 
these things are against me.” But to bring this 
painful portion of our narrative to a close. His 
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enemies determined to compel him to resign 
the pastoral office; and fearing all his pros¬ 
pects of usefulness in connection with the 
people for whose spiritual interests he had la¬ 
boured diligently for thirteen years, were at 
an end, he resigned the pastorship on the 
11th of November, 1838, and from that time 
determined on proceeding to Dacca. “ I have 
been” he says, “ falsely accused. I left the 
church with a clear conscience. May the 
Lord forgive my. enemies, and give them a bet¬ 
ter mind.” 




Not long after this, the characters of those 
who had taken the most active part in creating 
these troubles became apparent. Some were 
excluded; others withdrew their connection 
with the church. The rest expressed the deep¬ 
est contrition; and urgingly pressed him to 
return; but the Lord had graciously provided 
for his servant a more quiet scene of labour, 
where he should end his days in peace. 



MEMOIRS OF THE 



CHAKrER XIV. 


DACCA.—MR. ROIilNSON’.S LAST ILLNKS3 


AND DEATH. 


[ 1839 — 1853 .] 


Dacca, on account of its fonner advantageous 
position for purposes of trade, has been for 
many ages a large and populous city. In 1608, 
the Mahomedan Soobadar or Governor of Bengal 
made it his capital; and it naturally rose in im¬ 
portance. Although it did not long enjoy this 
position, the Court having in 1639 removed 
to Rajmahall, it still continued to be the 
residence of many wealthy tradesmen, both 
Foreign and Native. At a moderate estimate 
the population at present is supposed to 
amount to three hundred thousand. 

Such a city could not have been overlooked 
in the early days of the Mission. Circumstan¬ 
ces did not then admit of its being occupied as a 
Missionary station ; but the Gospel was occa- 
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sionally preached there by European and Native 
itinerants. Mr. Cornish, who after the robbery 
in Bootan of which mention has been made, re¬ 
turned to Seram pore, was in 1811 appointed to 
su])crintend a factory in the vicinity of Dacca, 
lie could not devote his attention wholly to the 
work of the Mission, but with such examples as 
those of Dr. Thomas and Dr. Carey before him, 
he knew he might notwithstanding do much 
good. He therefore obtained the assistance of a 
native preacher from Seram pore, whom he sup¬ 
ported from his private funds ; and who was 
always well received in the city, where many 
manifested much eagerness to hear the word of 
life. 

On the first of January, 1813, the small 
circle of Christians in the factory, formed them¬ 
selves into a church ; on the same day a native 
female was baptized; and hopes were enter¬ 
tained of a speedy increase. But about two 
months after this, Mr. Cornish removed to 
another part of the country, /fhe native preach¬ 
er Bhagwat, unable to maintain his ground 
alone, returned to Serampore. He afterwards 
accompanied another brother to Sylhet, where 
having laboured faithfully in the Gospel for 
some 3 ears, he died rej oieing in Christ. 

About two years after the Dacca Mission had 
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been thus given up ; it was resolved to establish 
branch schools in different parts of the country, 
in connection with the Benevolent Institution 
in Calcutta for the instruction of indigent 
Christian children. Dacca was one of the places 
selected from this purpose; and Mr. O. Leonard, 
who had been for some years a Deacon of the 
Bow Bazar church, and superintendent of the 
Institution in Calcutta, was appointed to com¬ 
mence the work there. “In the year 1816” says 
Mr. Robinson* “ he made his first appearance in 
that city and there he laboured in schools and 
preaching, till his strength was exhausted, and 
he sunk into the grave.” In his endeavours to 
establish native schools, he at first endured 
great opposition, “ It was difficult to rent even a 
hut for the purpose of turning it into a school 
room. Gradually however prejudice diminished 
and schools were established, In which the Scrip¬ 
tures and religious tracts were read in Bengalee, 
Hindoostanee and Persian. He had also a large 
school in his own house, in which the Scriptures 
were read in English too. In the course of time 
female schools were added to those of boys, and 
all went on prosperously. He had at one time 
under his superintendence, as many as twenty-six 

~ ^ .. “ 

'* Biographical notice of the Rev. O. Leonard in the 

Oriental Baptist for June and July, 1849. 
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native schools in the city and the adjacent villages. 
The number of pupils of both sexes, was about 
1400.” Subsequently owing to the failure of the 
Funds of the Serampore Mission, they were 
gradually closed. The English school in his 
house was kept up to the day of his death. Iq 
addition to the superintendence of schools, Mr. 
Leonard was frequently engaged in preaching 
the Gospel. In 1820, he was joined by Mr. 
Domingo D’Cruz, a young man of Portu¬ 
guese descent, and one who enjoyed supe¬ 
rior abilities. He spoke the Bengalee, Urdoo, 
Persian and English languages with almost equal 
lluencv, and was a faith full, zealous and do- 
voted Missionurv. He died in 1825 . 

Mr. Robinson arrived at Dacca in Januarv, 
1839. There were many circumstances connec¬ 
ted with his removal from Calcutta, which at 
the time occasioned him much pain, but infi¬ 
nite wisdom had ordained the change and it was 
w'ell. His labour there, and the responsibility 
and anxiety attending it w^ere much lighter, and 
he was enabled, to enjoy a degree of quietness 
in the retirement of a Mofussil life, which at 
his age was both desirable and needful. 

On the 4th of July, 1839, he married Miss 
Sturgeon, who survives him. On the 18th of 
January, 1810, he wrote the last item in his 
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journal:—“ I am this day fifty-six years of age. 
What an eventful life mine has been ! How 
full of trials and of mercies ! I will now re¬ 
cord my testimony. I have had very heavy 
trials. Among the heaviest, I consider the 
death of my late dear wife, and the ill treat¬ 
ment I received in Calcutta. But now my 
mind is calm, and those trials are over, I record 
it to be read perhaps after my death, ihat I be¬ 
lieve the Lord has done all things well, and that 
he has consulted my welfare in all his dealings 
with me, A few years more will close the scene ; 
perhaps a few months or days more, and then 
I hope to meet again those who were dear to 
me on earth. The hope is sweet, and I must 
cherish it, while I live. But let me now cheer¬ 
fully address myself to the Lord’s work. Hi¬ 
therto the Lord hath helped me.” 

At the advanced period of life, in which his 
laboursat Dacca commenced, with a constitution 
broken down by repeated attacks of illness in 
unhealthy climates, he could not be expected to 
do much of direct Missionary work. Yet his 
heart was full of an ardent desire to make known 
the way of salvation to the perishing heathen. 
The Gospel had indeed been constantly preached 
in that large city; but for many years almost ex¬ 
clusively ill the Oordoo language. Among the 
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learned Mahomedans, tins language was well 
understood; but since Mr. Leonard first directed 
his attention to the study of it, an important 
change had taken place. Bengalee had been in¬ 
troduced as the language of the Courts, and was 
now more generally spoken and understood than 
any otlier. With this language, Mr, Robinson 
was well acquainted ; and he determined, to the 
utmost of his power, to fill the city and the whole 
District with the (Jospcl. Almost daily, as his 
strength permitted, he stood by the road side, 
or in a Bungalow chapel erected at his own ex¬ 
pense, and declared unfo men the way'of life. 
Besides this, be made frequent excursions into 
the towns and villages in his own and the neigli- 
bourinGf districts. 

In the following extract from his journal 
published in the Missionary Herald for May 
1840, he describes the mental torpor of an 
ignorant Hindoo :— 

15th March, 1810. We went to the potter’s 
village ; tried to converse with an old man, 
but could make no impression on liim. A Hin¬ 
doo, who has lived to old age without mental 
cultivation, seems but one remove from the bul¬ 
lock which he drives. He eats, drinks, works 
and sleeps, and so does his bullock: but where 
is the mind by which he ought to evince his su- 
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periority to the brute creation ? He seems never 
to stretch a thought beyond the objects of sense 
around him. He has neither hopes nor fears: 
he expects no good in tliis world, he fears no 
evil in another. Try to awaken his fears ; tell 
him that he is a sinner, that God will punish 
sinners after death; and ask him what his state 
will be in another world,—he calmly replies, It 
will be as God pleases. It is no concern of his. 
It is God’s business, and a matter with which he 
has nothing to do. Tell him of Jesus Christ, 
that he came into the world to save sinners, 

‘ Yes,’ he says, ‘ I know that Krishna is the 
deliverer’.” 

Who can read this without feeling that dark¬ 
ness and death reign herei' Yet amidst much 
darkness and many obstacles, arising from the 
ignorance of some, and the strong prejudices of 
others against the Gospel, the state of feeling 
among the people generally he concluded, 
might well lead to an increasing confidence 
that the period for Uie universal reception of the 
Gospel in India was fast approaching. 

In 18i5, the Baptist chapel was opened at 
Dacca. Hitherto the public services had been held 
in Mr. Leonard’s dwelling house; but after Mr. 
Robinson’s arrival, the congregation increased, 
and they w'ere encouraged to purch|ise a house. 
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and fit it up for a place of public worship. Mere 
he preached every Sunday, till the ulst of July, 
1853 , when he preached his last sermon from the 
w'ords “ I will raise him up at the last day.” He 
had now ])icached the Compel for half a century. 
In his fii bt public address, Christ justifying tlic 
sinner was his subject ; in his last, he set forth 
Christ the Ilesurrection and the Life. 

It was not long after he had settled in D'^caa 

I 1 

before In' T>ubli.''hed his Pram, “ the Invisible 
world.” The future state was a subject which 
for many y'cars had es])ecially engaged his 
thoughts. The losses he had in vai'ious ways 
*-svistainefl, and the afilietio’is and bu'eavements 
ho liad ontlnre<l, made it to him a theme of no 
ordinarv interesi ; and he looked forward with 
pleasure to the time v. hcn he should again meet 
the friends and associates of Ids early life in the 
land whore sonovv and parting are known no 
more. Sneh contemplations induced him to seek 
the most di finite ideas that could be acquired 
<’f the condition and occupations of departed 
^aint,s. 

'Phat whicdi pia ented the first difficulty in his 
way, was to iveoncile the commonlv received 
opinion, that the soul is immediately after death 
received into heaven or consigned to hell, with the 
doctrines of scripture, which teach that at 

T 
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the resurrection day, saints will be welcomed 
into heaven, and upon sinners the final doom 
be pronounced. With his usual eagerness 
to obtain the clearest and most scriptural 
views of Divine truths, he referred to all the 
passages in which allusion is made to a future 
state. The sacred writers, he observed, did not 
use the term ouranos and paradeisos, Heaven and 
paradise; or hades and gelienna indiscriminately^ 
When the words llt'aven and G* h'^nna O'^cured, 


it wais with reference to the aoul alkn its re¬ 


union with the bou er the rcsurreeiion ; a’ 
Hades and Paradise only to the diseuiS-soi- 
ed spirit. He inferred therefore that P -udise 
and Heaven were distiiK't ])lac('s, a.id that 
the soul iinined'ately after death did n( t enter 
heaven. 


Satisfied u])On th’s point, ii- occasio-'ially 

made it the subject of a pub'iic disconr.«e 

and startled maiiv of liis h,,,.ers, wli-. .> 

* 

considiTately s\i])oosed that he in.'isU d 
the j)opjs]j doctrine of ijorgatory. Some 
them left the eoiitiJ’eiralion and nt vi i retii ]; 

< I * 

others endeavamred to ])Vu'e that he was wrong; 
but he had so many ])ortions of Scri'piure to de¬ 
fend his vieus, il.al his o]iponeats g' i'Tally 
yielded the palm to l.im. VVe here inse^ . brief 
summary of his doctiincs on the subject. 
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The soul 'after death is conveyed to Hades 
or the unseen world. This is not merely a stat ’, 
as some have supposed, but a world prepared for 
the reception of disembodied spirits. Hades 
consists of two yiarts, Paradise and Tartarus, 
adjacent, but separated from each other by au 
impassable gulf; the former Ihe abode of de¬ 
parted saints; (he latter, the prison of the 
^pirits of' the ungodly. In "avadise, saints rest 
(Vomtlie'i la’.'iMus and connii'ts, and arecomfort- 
f’,|; (liere is ui-sin noi .'"rrow llierc'; they are 
‘r ■ i)c imnu'diate preseiu e of Phri-f, where there 

is f'uilness (,( j(»Y 'rin oi the Works of 

(iod \ie'd co'i'-tjiii and anrejrutting pleasure. 
CiunnJuiU'M, fie‘ hi; niiintcrvu| I'-d, with pa- 
trial elm. p. ophei.'. <enl „pos<lcs, and the .sisr* and 
L'ond o! I'xein aee .>i;d rliuu aflord eousLaul 

V ' '' u 

i,leii'iiii''f<n 'i!i ineiease o' l)i\ine knowledge, 
file iuU'dei , uill’.iut lUis' id llie delects and i n- 
('ijuibranees eonnuou to man in ins earthly state, 
atid i nelouiled h\ (run. i\pamU with il.i-utmost 
laiiidilv. Tiio ‘r. e ir .’'it' cn uigels, ami 
fresh a.I’lv.'ils ear'll !»‘ine leerin. intcln- 

geuce (d* '.-•■.•■m.'. (A' (’liin. .1 ve.rtou' parts ot 
ihtworl'i TUI • til-' deai'.i_'' of (Iod towards 

V 

"uoMk'.nd tn nei ,, v\ dat jf t'l'-i.; is dark and 
’eo.npreiiciisible are b\ diioet communications 
renderel elctir; and an unmir.}-l‘ni conlidenee in 
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the perfect ■w isdom and goodness of 'God, enable 
them to say as Jesus did, “ Even so, Father; for 
so it seemed good in thy sight.” (llev. xv. 3, 4.) 

The spiiits of the ungodly in Tartarus arc 
puhjccted to t.ie torments of a self-accusing 
conscience, according to the deyree of li'>-ht 
and knowledge enjoyed on earth. Their intel¬ 
lects too are expanded, but only to r'^ceive fresh 
acquisitions of evil in consonance with the cor¬ 
rupt dispositions of ilieir unholy natures. 

On the resurrection day, the s’pirits shall be 
brought out of H ules, and re-uaited to thcii 

C t ' 

respective bo lies. The wicked will deprecate the 

event; and slniiik with horror from a trial v liieh 

must result in thc'r everlasting destruction. The 

righUous, exulting, shall sing tlic*triuniphanr 

song, “ O de;ith where is thy sting? O Hades, 

where is thv victory?” Death and Ilaucs shall 

*■ 

be cast into the lake of fire; and the redeeiaed 
shall be adoiav'd with the crowns of ri'-hteuus- 

V f 

ness, laid up for all them that love his apjiear- 
ing. They shall receive according to their works 
in the flesh, and be endowed with dilfercnt 
degrees of glory ; some shining as the stars, and 
otlicrs as the sun in the firmament of heaven : 
and tlien shall they be welcomed to ‘‘ an in- 
heritance, incorruptible, undefiled and that 
fadeth not away, till then reserved in heaven 
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ior tlicm who were kept by the power of God 
through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed 
in the last time.” 

Tliese doctrines are prominently brought for¬ 
ward iji the Poem. When he begun writing it, 
he had no intention of publkliing. A portion of 
%vhat now constitutes the first book was written 
when once lie wais confined to his room by ill¬ 
ness, It was subsequently read to his family? 
and to a few friends who urged him to ])i’oceed 
W'itli it. The death of several whom lie highly 
esteemed, occurring while he was wTiting it, af¬ 
forded liiin a further inducement to add to it ; 
and it was about ten years before it was comple¬ 
ted. He thought that a book upon the future 
state was moie likely to be read, if written in 
verse than in prose, and therefore ;idopted that 
style; but he laid no claim to proficiency in the 
art of poetiy. It was written in his usual me¬ 
thod, plain and simple, hi the hope that it might 
benefit the poor and unlearned, by drawing their 
thoughts more to things unseen and eternal. It 
is with pleasure we add that liis hopes have been 
ill some measure realized. Several boili iii India 
and in England have perused it w'ith profit, 
and in some cases it has led to thorough heart 
conversion. 

In 1850, the Papists made strenuous efforts 
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to strengthen their cause in Dacca ; and Mfr. 
Robinson preached a sermon on the sin of en¬ 
couraging Popery, from the words, “ If there 
come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, 
receive liim not into vour house, neither bid him 
God speed ; for he that biddeth him God speed is 
partaker of his evil deeds,” (2 John, 10, 11.) 
which was afterwards publislied at the reque^^ 
of his congiegatioii. 


lie also contributed several articles to the 
Oriental Baptist which appeared under the sig¬ 
nature II. D. Many of these described his view.s 
and feelings in the prospect of entering upon an 
eternal state. One of them, perhaps the lust ho 
wrote, but hitherto unpublished, wc here insert. 


THE CHRISTIAN’S WISHES RELATIVE TO HIS 

HEATH. 


When I mast lie upon the bed of death ; 

When every breath is shorter than the, last; 

W'hen my speech fails; my eyes grow dim, my ea»*s 
No more can any sounds of earth admit; 

When a few minutes more must close the scene, 
And open to my view another word; 

0, what will he my hope, and what my strength. 
And what my source of consolation then P 
Not what I’ve done, nor any excellence, 

Which friends may have supposed to be in me; 
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Nor any labours hard, nor sufferings great, 

Nor any patience in my trials shown; 

Nor any zeal in the great Saviour’s cause ; 

Nor any love I to hiS saints have felt; 

Nor any long profession rf his name ; 

Nor any length of time I have his gospel preached; 

lliough all these things may evidence afford 

Of grace within, and h iice may l)e desired;— 

yet little do I wish to think of then 

In that important hour ; tliey hut faint hopes 

Of Heaven will give , especially as they 

Are more than nullilied by numerous sins, 

1 want in that last hour to feel a trust, 

A firm, unshaken triisi on the great work 
Of Christ; on the great yatu'ificv which he 
lias offered up ; wluch takes away all sin ; 

Which justifies from every diarge ; and makes 
The soul as spotless in the sia*ht of Cod, 

As angels are in heavam, may I feel 

At that last solemn hour, that all my hope, 
llcst on this ellU^acious saeri iieo; 

And may I have the fullesi. coulidence 
In the great proinisj-; which JcuisChrist 
Has made to all that put their trust in him. 

Thus let me die in the full exercise ' 

Of faith in Christ. That faidi will h^pe pnxluce, 

A cheering hope, which wdll enable mo, 

In holy comfort, to depart, and meet 

My Saviour in that world of purity 

And rest, where all the blessed saints reside. 

Ameu— Amen, Great Saviour, hear my prayer. 


And when the last hour came he found it 
calm and clear; hut it had been preceded by 
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many that were dark and gloomy. It was not that 
he wanted a clear comprehension of the plan of 
salvation laid down in the precious gospel, which 
had for half a century been the theme of his 
discourses and the subject of his sweetest medi¬ 
tations. It was not that his faith faltered; or 
that those everlasting truths which are the basis 
of the Redeemer’s kingdom wore any the less 
certainty in his estimation. In them he had 
delighted; they had been his stay through the 
whole of the rough pilgrimage of life; and now 
that he stood on the portals of unseen realities, 
he wished in the exercise of calm and stedfast 
faith to lay hold of them with precision; he 
wished to have an unclouded perception of the 
presence of the Saviour with his spirit, a soul- 
refreshing realization of an interest in his 
atoning blood, which should enable him with 
peaceful composure—if not with triumph—to 
tread the dark valley, the precincts of the glo¬ 
rious temple above. 

The disease however which terminated his 
earthly career — di’opsy in the chest—was calcu¬ 
lated to occasion depression of spirits; and to 
prevent the uninterrupted enjoyment of spi¬ 
ritual peace. In January 1853, the first 
symptoms of the complaint appeared. In Feb¬ 
ruary, after recovering a little from a severe 
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attack of illness, he wrote, “ The thought of 
death caused some alarm, but when I could 
collect my thoughts a little, I began to hope 
that my trust was only in the great Saviour, and I 
could feel a desire to be with him. Indeed I 


have felt a little disapointed that 1 am thrown 
back again upon life.” O.i reference being 
made to his various labours in his earlier days, 
he replied, “ I cannot look back with compla¬ 
cency on the past. If I have done any thing 
that was pleasing to the Saviour, 1 am glad I 
did it; but I see so much sin in all, that I am 


ashamed and sorry; and my only hope is, if I 
knowniy own heart, on atoning blood.” In'July, 
writing his last letter to a sist.*r in England, he 
says,” Do not be discouraged, nor mourn for me. 
I am glad that I became a Missionary, but I 
wish that 1 had been a more holy man. My sins 
have been many ; butiny only hope is in atoning 
blood. I think it will be gain to die.” In his 
last letter to one of his sons; dated the 20th 


Au<mst, he said he had been comfortable, but 
suflbred much from night delirium, which seri¬ 
ously afiected his mind. From that time the 
disease began to gain veiy rapidly on liira, till 
it approached the crisis on the 29th of August. 
On the ."0th, while one of his daughters read 
to him the 4th chapter of the Epistle to the 
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Ephesians, he made some expository remarks in 
so clear and lucid a manner as to surprise those 
that sat by him. In the night, he felt exces¬ 
sively faint, and said, “ I am going off. Lord 
now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace.” 
A little after delirium returned, and with it deep 
depression of spirits. He mourned much the 
absence of those refreshing views of Christ, 
which led the poet to exclaim, 

“ Jesus can make a dying bed, • 

Feel soft as downy pillows are.” 

Yet his hope remained unshaken. One of his 
sons read to him the Hymn commencing with 
Begone, unbelief,” &c., and on his reading the 
lines, 

“ Ilis love in time past 
Forbids me to think 
He’ll leave me at last 
In trouble to sink.” 

he raised his feeble voice, and said, “ Oh 1 no, no, 
he’ll never do that.” 

On the 2nd of September, the dark clouds 
passed away; and peace and comfort were res¬ 
tored to his soul. In the afternoon having lain , 
still for some time, he said, I have fought 

a-” and utterance failed. His son-in-law 

said, “We hope to meet you again, dear father.” 
He replied, “I hope so.” It was the last. At 
9^ P. M. he quietly fell asleep. 
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CHAPTER XV. 


MR. ROBINSON’S PRIVATE AND PUBLIC 

CHARACTER. 


We have followed this servant of Christ 
through a long and useful career to the end of 
his journey. In narrating the various duties in 
which he was engaged in the different situations 
in which he was placed, his prevailing habits 
and dispositions have been occasionally noticed. 
We shall now’ endeavour faithfully to pourtray 
his character, as it appeared to his family and 
friends. . 

That which was perhaps most prominent in 
him was his humility. With this he was truly 
“ clothed.” There was nothing he said or did 
’that could be attributed to pride. In his pre¬ 
sence no one felt abashed for fear of being slight¬ 
ed ; towards rich or poor, learned or ignorant, 
his demeanour w’as always the same. All ranks of 
people, the covenanted civilian and the poorest 
native, were equally welcome to his house and 
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table; and a poor half dressed native villager 
might sometimes have baen seen sitting at his 
table sharing his dinner with him and his cliil- 
dren. His humility was not outward; nor was 
it put on merely for appearance. It pioceedcd 
from a deep and real sense of his own sinful¬ 
ness and unworthiness, and from that love to 
Christ which generates unfeigned love to the 
brethren. 

Another remarkable characteristic was Ids 
plainness ; which w'as manifest in all his actions. 
He had little of the polish of polite society; 
and always abhorred wearing an appearance or 
adopting a mode of speech tliat was not natural 
to him. What he appeared to be, he was ; what 
he said, he meant. Ho was—as a friend long 
since deceased, remarked of him—a natural 
man ; ^very thing about him was so natural. In 
his language he was as plain as in his manners. 
In public discourses as well as in private conver¬ 
sation it was so simple, a child might under¬ 
stand him. He never iuduhrcd in hyperbole; 
nor even in jest said any thing that was not, as 
far as he knew, strictly and faithfully true. 

In his conversation ho waj a pattern of what 
a Christian minister ought to he. He carried out 
to its fullest extent the injunction of our Lord, 
“Let your communications be yea, yea; and 
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nay, nay; ** and never from his lips escaped that 
expression—now become so common even 
among devout Christians—“upon my word.” Such 
terms as “ fortunately” “ luckily” ** by chance’’ 
he always eschewed. It was a principle with him 
that a Christian should not attribute his deliver¬ 
ances from the slightest evils to any other than 
Divine agency; and if the use of the word “ pro¬ 
videntially” might be objected to, as making 
sacred things common, it was better to let the 
agency pass unnoticed than to ascribe them 
to fortune or chance. Among his friends, 
his conversation was always “ seasoned with 
•salt.” It was ever his plan to introduce some to¬ 
pic that might be both pleasant and profitable. 
The subject which he most delighted to dwell 
.upon was the bliss of saints in Paradise; not 
uncommonly a passage of scripture was eluci¬ 
dated. An evening in his company was to a 
Christian by no means tedious or profitless. 

He was frequently in his closet. It was his 
practice to spend about an hour in the morfiing, 
and the same time between four and five in the 
afternoon with his Bible and his God. Besides 
this, he never commenced the regular duties of 
the day, nor walked out, nor visited a fri^d 
without previously spending a short time in 
prayer. 


U 
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He was a diligent student of the Bible. In 
his early days, he had not the means to purchase 
many books ; and deprived of this source of as¬ 
sistance, he was compelled to think much for 
himself. His opinions on doctrinal points were 
formed with deliberation and a careful compari¬ 
son of “spiritual things with spiritual.” He 
sought to obtain the clearest views possible 
of divine things. A commentary he seldom 
consulted. The Bible was his only guide iir^ 
matters of faith; on that he rested as upon a 
rock. 

He was always firm and resolute. In lialf 
measures he never indulged. When any thing' 
of moment was to be undertaken, he was slow 
and cautious in determining the path of duty ; 
but that once clear, he went steadily forward re¬ 
gardless of consequences. In a letter to one of 
his brothers he remarks, “ It is much easier to 
do your duty at once, than to contend with your 
own conscience for years about it. I have had 
many difficult duties to perform ; and I always 
found it best never to hesitate about them, but 
to go right on in the plain path.” 

In bis family every duty was well regulated 
and punctually attended to. The education of 
his children occupied a portionof time daily ; 
and there was not one of them who was not 
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aljle to read with considerable ease at the age 
of four. He always endeavoured to train them 
to habits of thought; and answered all their 
questions upon the most trifling matters ; every 
why had its because ready. In the religious 
instructions he gave them, or in conversation 
with them he carefully abstained from communi¬ 
cating his own views of those points of doctrine 
upon which devout Christians sometimes difler. 
When asked respecting any doctrine he usually 
replied, “ You have your Bible; take that for 
your guide.” He prayed much for his children 
and they were ever on his thoughts. He never 
led them into his roopi to pray with them apart, 
as many excellent men have done, nor did he 
put into their infant lips a praj cr. They were 
taught it was their duty to pray, and to ask God 
for what they needed. The earliest conception 
of the Creator tliat perhaps all his children had, 
was that He was a kind Father, who knew every 
thing, and could do every thing, and of whom 
tliey might ask any thing. The consequence 
Was that all of them early learnt to pray. We 
give an instance of the, manner in which he im- 
pii'ssed upon their minds the advantage of this 
duly. One day while driving one of them in a 
buggy drawn by a horse he had lately purchased, 
he said, “ I wanted a horse; 1 asked God for 
.one ; and he gave me just the kind I wanted, and 
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one well suited to my purpose. Always ask God 
for what you want; whether it be a cow, or a 
goat, or any thing else, ask him for it.” His 
own example was to them an instructive lesson. 
It was very remarkable, that however far they 
might be removed from him, they were seldom 
seriously afflicted or distressed in any way, but 
he had a strong impression of it in his mind ; 
and it was his practice immediately on receiv¬ 
ing such an impression to retire into his closet 
and to pray fervently on behalf of his afflicted 
child. These impressions which were after¬ 
wards found to be always correct in the main, 
and often in particulars, led him to conclude 
that the spirits of even living men, however 
far apart, have some means of communication 
with one another. 

His character as a pastor, will ever be re¬ 
membered with affection by those of whom he 
had the oversight. He usually spent two or three 
afternoons in the week in visiting his hock. 
He sympathised with them in all their sor¬ 
rows : counselled them in perplexities; helped 
them, as far as his means would allow, in their 
distresses; and never, we believe, left them 
without spending a few minutes in prayer with 
them. When it was necessary to administer a 
yeproof he never shrunk from it. But his 



i!EV. W. ROBIN.SUN'. 


2i5 


maimer of discharging this painful duty was 
sometimes unpleasant: it being natural with 
him at such times to raise his voice, so that 
it wore the appearance of harshness, when a 
more quiet and gentle manner might have pro¬ 
duced a more salutary effect. Over tliis fail¬ 
ing lie deeply lamented. 

In the matter of church government, he was 
a strict disciplinarian. He insisted upon every 
member being present at the public services, as 
far as circumstances permitted, nor would he 
allow any to be absent from the special meet¬ 
ing of the church without assigning a sufficient 
reason. He judged that absence on such occa¬ 
sions betrayed a want of interest inconsistent 
with church membership. 

His sermons were a clear elucidation of 
Gospel truth in the jilainest and most simple 
lansruasre. His aim was to reach the under- 

o o 

standing of the most unlearned of his hearers, 
and in this he succeeded. His ideas were 
.abundant, well ordered, well digested; and he 
threw into his discourses such a fund pf 
thouffbt, that Dr. Carev. in conversation with 
a minister now living, once said, “If you wish 
to hear Fuller, go and hear Brother Robinson.” 
His sermons were fully thought over; and very 
extensive notes of each were twice written 



MEMOIRS OF THE 


before it was delivered. He alwa3'S took liis 
notes with him into the pulpit, but never re¬ 
ferred to them,—except on one occasion shortly 
after the death of his second wife. To the 
practice of reading sermons he strongly object¬ 
ed; “I would rather sit down,” he said, “ than 
read.” He never sought to be eloquent, or 
to use a flowery style in order to captivate his 
hearers or to work upon their feelings. He 
sought to inform and to convince. He spoke 
with great ease; was apparently never em- 
barassed and never in want of a word. His 
manner was slow; his voice clear and distinct. 
There was always manifest the deepest sincerity, 
he felt that the eye of God was upon him, 
and that his business was with immortal souls. 
He was therefore faithful and earnest. His 
views of Scripture truth were sound ; and were 
based upon the Bible alone; and the doctrines 
he found there, he boldly propounded. In 
argument, he was no mean opponent. In the 
exposition of the scriptures he excelled. 

His public prayers could never we think 
be forgotten by those who once heard him. 
He felt that he was a supplicant at the throne 
of grace without any personal merits to re¬ 
commend him to divine favour; and yet spoke 
as addressing “ our Father in heaven” with the 
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confidence that prayer would meet with accep¬ 
tance through the merits of his only begotten 
son. His confessions of sin were deep and 

t 

humble ; his petitions fervent. 

A friend addressing the author writes thus 
of him. “A gentleman the other day, in speak¬ 
ing of your venerable parent, said, “ Ah; he 
was a sound, faithful preacher; an active 
sterling missionary.^’ Another, an aged gentle¬ 
man, said, “ There were few that knew his 
worth, or the wide extent of his usefulness; 
he was a most faithful preacher, a zealous 
champion for the truth.” This gentleman said 
he had himself been in Java; and had heard 
him and liis indefatigable labours there spoken 
of in the highest terms. I knew an officer, now 
dead, who stated that a prayer he heard your 
father offer just before he started for the Pun¬ 
jab war, produced an impression on his mind 
which remained and exerted an influence over 
him throughout the campaign.” 

The following truthful sketch from the pen 
of a gentleman who was one of his constant 
hearers during the latter period of his ministi’y 
will be found interesting. 

“ I knew your Father from 1849 till his death 
in September, 1853. I was when in Dacca a 
constant attendant upon his ministry, and inti- 
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mate in liis house. The first evening 1 heard 
him preach, I almost laughed; so quaint was 
his style, so homely the illustrations he used. 
His sermons, his speech, his chapel, were all 
without ornament. I do not think he understood 
what imagination was. The use of hyperbole 
he considered almost as bad as telling a lie; and 
he used to check me for making use of that 
figure of speech. But though wanting in ima¬ 
gination, or perhaps in consequence of his be¬ 
ing absolutely destitute of that faculty, he was 

N 

remarkably clear in his reasoning. He never 
left out the minutest detail. The work he had, 
marked out for himself, he finished with the ac¬ 
curacy of a Daguerrotype. One never forgot what 
he once explained. He was fully aware of the 
great value of repeating continually important 
truths in preaching. He never thought he could 
tell us too often that we were saved by the 
blood of Christ and by that alone ; and that we 
could do nothing of ourselves towards our own 
salvation. I find in my journal on the day he 
died, the following remarks:—‘ He will be a 
great loss to his congregation over whom he had 
great influence, arising mainly 1 think from his 
strong common sense, and from the purity and 
consistency of his life. Though his figure and 
manner were uncouth, yet the plain, simple /ind 
perspicuous method of his discourses was such 
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as to leave a much deeper impression on the 
minds of his hearers than more elaborate and 
graceful harangues often do. He so evidently 
believed fervently what he said himself, that 

others were the more inclined to do so also/ 

e 

I remember when 1 had been puzzling myself 
with Channing’s writings, and had my mind full 
of doubts respecting the divinity of our Savi¬ 
our as a doctrine of the Scriptures, that 1 ask¬ 
ed your Father to preach a sermon on the sub¬ 
ject. He did so, and 1 never doubted again. 
The only thing I differed with him in, and in 
which he failed to convince me was with regard 
to adult baptism. * 

His was a character that commanded the res¬ 
pect of all who knew him. No one could ever 
for a moment suspect hifh of hypocrisy or cant. 
When 1 lost him, I felt that I had lost a friend 
to whom I could always go for advice, and a 

f 

safe instructor in the religion of the Bible. One 
thing I much admired in him ; and that was, 
he considered a question settled if he found the 
Bible said it. He could not understand that any 
one could try to explain away the Bible. If the 
Bible said, yea, it was yea with him; if nay, 
nav.” 

He was buried in a piece of ground he had 
himself purchased and converted into a cemetry 
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for Dissenters. And tUe inhabitants of Dacca 
have testified their esteem for him by erect¬ 
ing a monument over his grave with the fol¬ 
lowing inscription: 

To the memory of the Rev. William 
Robinson, Baptist Missionary, born at Olney, 
in Buckinghamshire, January 18th 1784; the 
last of the well known Serampore Missionaries, 
who having laboured in the Mission Field in 
Bengal for 47 years, fell asleep in Jesus, Sep¬ 
tember ^d 1853, aged 69 years, 8 months and 
24 days. 


“To die is gain.” 






